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State of the City Address
Please plan on joining us on 

Friday, May 23, 2025, for a 
special event. Mayor Michael K. 

Hannon will give the 2025 State of the 
City Address.  This year’s event will 
celebrate Newark’s rich, cultural diversity!  
 This special event will take 
place outside at the Civic Center Plaza.  
Bring the whole family to enjoy food, 
fun, and entertainment.

 Join Mayor Hannon to 
celebrate the City’s achievements and 
plans for the future.
 If you have State of the 
City Address related questions, 
please email Laurie Gebhard, 
Assistant to the City Manager, at 
laurie.gebhard@newarkca.gov. . 

The Newark City Council adopted 
a resolution reaffi  rming Newark 
as a Welcoming City at the City 

Council meeting on February 13, 2025.  
The adoption of this resolution continues 
the City’s rich history of inclusiveness 
over multiple decades.  
 Beginning in 2007, the City 
proudly joined the National League of 
Cities Inclusive Communities Partnership 
Program, a testament to City leadership's 
enduring commitment to building an 
inclusive community.  
 The City Council adopted a 
Welcoming City Resolution in 2017, 
which it reaffi  rmed at its February 13, 
2025 meeting, that solidifi ed the City's 
dedication to building an inclusive 
community that warmly welcomes 
immigrants and newcomers to participate 
in civic, cultural, and economic life. 
 To illustrate the City’s 
commitment as a Welcoming City, the 
City commissioned local artist and 

Newark resident, Mr. Andrew Medina, 
to create a vibrant piece of public art to 
capture our welcoming spirit and rich 
cultural heritage.
 The City encourages everyone 
in our community to engage further with 
City leaders and local civic organizations 
regarding matters of concern, irrespective 
of immigration status. 
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Spring into 
action:  Shop 
and dine in 
Newark!

Spring is here and marks a time 
for renewal, growth, and hope!  
The City of Newark encourages 

you to renew your commitment to 
our community by growing our local 
economy through your support of 
Newark businesses by shopping and 
dining locally. 
 The City will launch a  new 
“Shop Newark” campaign reminding 
community members how important it 
is to spend their dollars here in Newark 
to invigorate our local economy.  Local 
businesses are often owned and operated 
by community members just like you!  
Their businesses are an essential part of 
our community fabric.
 Beyond shopping and dining, 
we also want you to experience 
Newark!  Take a staycation at a 
nearby hotel, explore our many 
parks throughout the city, take 
part in family-friendly activities at 
the Silliman Community Activity 
Center, catch a blockbuster movie at 
the AMC Theater at NewPark Mall, 
and the list goes on and on. 
 Whatever you do, whatever 
you experience, Shop Newark! 

Volunteer Recognition Program
On March 11 the City of Newark 

held the annual Volunteer 
Recognition Program honoring  

individuals who volunteer directly at 
the City of Newark and individuals 
who were nominated for the prestigious 
Viola Blythe Awards, named after Viola 
Blythe who dedicated her life to helping 
those in need.
 Volunteers were treated to an 
evening of fun that included an out-of-
this-world themed party with dinner, 
entertainment, and presentation of 
awards.
 The City of Newark is thrilled 
to announce the winners of the Viola 
Blythe Awards:

Viola Blythe Group Award:  
League of Volunteers – Since 1979, 
the team at the League of  Volunteers 
has worked tirelessly to promote 
volunteerism and enchance the quality 
of life in the Tri-Cities area through 
a variety of programs that provide 
essential support to families in need.

Viola Blythe Senior Award: 
Melinda Lee – Melinda volunteers at 
the Newark Senior Center and the Mercy 
Brown Bag Program.  She ensures 

seniors not only receive essential food 
assistance but also have access to social 
and recreational activities. 

Viola Blythe Youth Award: Travis 
Peng – Travis volunteers at the League 
of Volunteers (LOV).  He has been 
an integral part of LOV for several 
years and has demonstrated initiative, 
technical expertise, and commitment 
to service, making a lasting impact on 
programs and volunteers.

Viola Blythe Volunteer of the 
Year: James Zulawski – James has 
volunteered over ten years at the Viola 
Blythe Center.  He is responsible for the 
Grocery Rescue Program through the 
Alameda County Food Bank picking 
up groceries and other items.  He also 
assists with the fi reworks fundraiser 
and holiday food and toy distribution 
programs.

 The City of Newark extends its 
heartfelt congratulations to the winners 
of the Viola Blythe Awards and thanks 
City volunteers and the individuals who 
volunteer within our community for 
their unselfi sh and dedicated work.

Winners L - R:  Melinda Lee, Senior Award; Travis Peng, Youth Award; League of Volunteers, 
Group Award (accepted by Raelynn Gatchell); and James Zulawski, Volunteer of the Year.  



Looking for ways to get 
involved with climate planning 
in Newark? Come to the 

Climate Action Newark (CAN) 
hybrid community workshop to 
identify climate solutions that reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and build 
resilience to climate change impacts.

Why Participate? 
• Share how you have been aff ected 

by climate change.
• Collaborate with residents and 

City staff  to develop solutions. 
• Engage in activities and 

discussions to identify community 
priorities.

Register now to join us either in person 
at the Newark Library or on Zoom!
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Get involved with climate planning in Newark

2025 Employee of the Year

Ken Woods was selected as the 
2025 Employee of the Year at 
the City of Newark Employee 

Service Awards held in February.  
 Ken began his career with the 
City of Newark on March 7th, 2016, 
as a Building Inspector I.  He would 
promote to his current position as 
Building Inspector II.  
 It is evident that Ken is 
admired and respected by his 
colleagues.  He received three peer 
nominations, which says a lot about 
the person he is.  Ken was nominated 
for the exceptional dedication, 
professionalism, willingness to learn, 
and expertise in his role.
 He always goes above and 
beyond to ensure compliance with 
all health and safety codes while 

Congratulations, 
Ken!

maintaining strong relationships with 
both internal and external customers.
 One of Ken’s remarkable 
qualities is his desire and commitment 
to continuously learn and improve.  He 
attends certifi cation courses regularly 
and always shares his knowledge with 
his colleagues.
 Ken works closely with 
contractors and residents to ensure 
timely inspections.  He consistently 
fi nds creative solutions to keep 
projects moving forward, even 
fi nding innovative ways of conducting 
inspections, such as performing 
virtual inspections during COVID.
 Ken’s positive attitude and 
can-do spirit makes him a standout 
team player, and the City of Newark is 
fortunate to have him.

Virtual registration

In-person registration
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Measure B / Measure BB and Vehicle Registration 
Fee funding for pavement maintenance projects
Street Maintenance

As part of the City of Newark’s 
ongoing eff ort to protect and 
extend the life of its streets, 

the Public Works Department inspects 
street pavement surfaces to identify 
areas of potential maintenance and 
determine the timing and type of 
appropriate repairs. The types of 
preventative maintenance performed 
on our streets typically include crack 
fi lling, patch paving, and slurry seal 
resurfacing. For those streets in a more 
deteriorated state, a pavement overlay, 
or even costlier reconstruction may be 
necessary.  
 Annual pavement overlay, 
patch paving, and slurry resurfacing 
projects are an integral part of 
the City’s Pavement Management 
Program. These projects are partially 
funded by Measure BB (approved 
by voters in 2014), which augments 
and extends the existing Measure B 
tax, to provide funding until 2045 by 
increasing the tax to a total of 1%, 
and by the Alameda County Vehicle 

Registration Fee (VRF) program, a 
$10 per vehicle annual registration 
fee approved by voters as Measure F 
in 2010. These transportation funding 
programs are administered through 
the Alameda County Transportation 
Commission (Alameda CTC).  
            Pavement overlays typically 
involve partial or full grinding of the 
existing surface and placement of a 
new 2-inch to 3-inch layer of asphalt 
concrete. A completed pavement 
overlay results in a signifi cant 
structural upgrade and provides the 
appearance of a brand new roadway.
 Patch paving consists of the 
removal and replacement of localized 
pavement failures.  The project typically 
includes work on streets that will be 
resurfaced with a slurry seal. It also 
includes streets where a failure is too 
severe to correct with a surface patch, 
but the entire street does not require 
a structural upgrade with an asphalt 
overlay.
 Slurry seal is a thin coating of a 

cold mixture consisting of asphalt, oil, 
water, and rock that seals and protects 
the pavement from the damaging 
eff ects of the sun’s ultraviolet light 
and storm rainwater runoff . Applying 
a slurry seal is comparable to the 
repainting of a house to protect its 
exterior surface. This preventative 
maintenance process is a cost-eff ective 
measure to prolong the life of City 
streets and maximize the value of 
previous investments. 
 The Fiscal Year 2024-2025 
pavement maintenance project is 
scheduled for construction in summer 
and fall 2025. If you have any questions, 
please contact Dan Sequeira, PE, City 
Engineer, at (510) 578-4041 or by e-mail 
at: daniel.sequeira@newarkca.gov.
 For further information on 
Measure B/Measure BB and VRF 
projects and programs, please visit the  
Alameda CTC website at http://www.
alamedactc.org.

Curb, gutter, and sidewalk projects

In November 2000, the voters of 
Alameda County approved the 
reauthorization of Measure B, a 

one-half cent sales tax for transportation 
improvements. 
 On November 4, 2014, 
Alameda County voters passed 
Measure BB with 70% approval. 
Measure BB augments and extends 
the existing Measure B tax to provide 
funding until 2045 and increases the 
tax to a total of 1%. The Alameda 
County Transportation Commission 
(Alameda CTC) administers the 
proceeds from this continued sales 
tax.
 This year, the City of Newark, 
in conjunction with Alameda County 
Transportation Commission (ACTC), 
will utilize Measure B / Measure BB 

funds for the Fiscal Year 2024-
2025 Curb, Gutter, and Sidewalk 
Replacement Project. This project is 
coordinated with our annual concrete 
grinding program to address damaged 
concrete surfaces within the public 
right-of-way.
 Most raised concrete issues 
can be corrected through periodic 
grinding rather than complete 
replacement. Only severely damaged 
sidewalks, curb and gutter, and 
driveway entrances are removed and 
replaced with the annual replacement 
project. The locations selected for 
replacement are prioritized based on 
the level of damage. Work associated 
with the replacement project can also 
include tree root pruning and root 
barrier installation to help prevent 

future damage. The concrete grinding 
and replacement projects together are 
successful in helping to maximize 
public safety and contributing to the 
City’s overall aesthetic appeal.
 The Fiscal Year 2024-
2025 Curb, Gutter, and Sidewalk 
Replacement Project is scheduled 
for construction in summer and fall 
2025. If you have any questions, 
please contact Dan Sequeira, PE, City 
Engineer, at (510) 578-4041  or by 
e-mail at daniel.sequeira@newarkca.
gov.  
 For further information 
regarding Measure B and Measure 
BB projects in Alameda County, 
please visit the ACTC website at 
http://www.alamedactc.org/.
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Wildfl owers are springing up 
in East Bay Regional Parks. 
Spring is a great time to 

get outdoors in the East Bay Regional 
Park District. Hillsides and meadows 
are bursting with life, vibrant colors, 
and one of spring’s greatest gifts on 
full display—wildfl owers! Some 
Regional Parks to view wildfl owers 
include Sunol Wilderness Regional 
Preserve, Ohlone Wilderness Regional 
Preserve, and Black Diamond Mines 
Regional Preserve, among others. 
Hundreds of wildfl ower species can 
be viewed in East Bay Regional 
Parks. To learn more, visit ebparks.
org/parks/nature/wildfl owers. 
 From late March to early May, 
Sunol Wilderness Regional Preserve 
hosts special Sunol Wildfl ower 
Season hikes and programs. For 
more information, visit the Sunol 
Wildfl ower Season webpage at ebparks.
org/parks/nature/wildfl owers/sunol-
wilderness-regional-wildf lower-
season 
 Other Regional Parks also 
off er naturalist-led programs. For a 
complete list of wildfl ower-themed 
programs, visit ebparks.org/calendar 
and search “wildfl owers.”
 Information provided by the 
East Bay Regional Park District.

East Bay 
Regional Park 
Happenings 
for Spring
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B u l l e t i n   B o a r d

Operating hours
City  offi  ces  are  currently open to the public Monday through Thursday and every other Friday 8:00 am to 2:00 pm.  Appointments 
are available 2:00 - 5:00 pm.  Most services are off ered online, by email, and by telephone.  Please visit www.newarkca.gov for 
updated information for your specifi c needs. Please be advised that this schedule is subject to change. 

City Offi  ces closed 
• Fridays April 11 and 25; May 9 and 23; and June 6 and 20
• Memorial Day - Monday, May 26, 2025

Newark Library
Saturday, April 26 is the annual Día de Los Niños, or Children’s Day, celebration.  This year, you are invited to three events:

• 1:00 pm Storytime with Mrs. Jean Ficklin reading Heidi, her childhood favorite book.   
• 1:30-3:00 pm Read-a-thon & craft.  Help us break our record of having 27 languages read aloud!
• 3:00 pm Bilingual Storytelling performance with Linda & Jaime, famous storytellers from Columbia.  

Every fi rst Saturday of the month, the library hosts Music Hour performances featuring our 7-foot grand piano, 2:30-3:30 pm.   
 
Check the library website aclibrary.org for many more programs and events.  
 
Access free, live online tutors for all ages by searching the library website for Brainfuse.  Now available 24/7 (funded by the 
California State Library).  
 
You can also search the website for LearningExpress to fi nd many practice tests, including: GED, SAT, ACT, GRE, MCAT, LSAT, 
and more.   
 
Use the free Libby app with your library card to borrow from a selection of over 72,000 eBook titles & over 24,000 eAudiobooks.


