
Newark News
Official Publication of the City of Newark, California                                                  Summer 2025

CITY COUNCIL •  • Mayor Michael K. Hannon • • Vice Mayor Eve Marie Little •• Matthew Jorgens • • Terrence Grindall • • Julie Del Catancio 

Phiên bản tiếng Việt có sẵn 
trên trang web của chúng tôi 
tại https://www.newark.org/
departments/newark-news/
newark-news-translated/-
fsiteid-1.

Magagamit ang isang bersyon 
ng Tagalog sa aming website 
sa https://www.newark.org/
departments/newark-news/
n e w a r k - news-translated/-
fsiteid-1.

      https://www.newark.org/
departments/newark-news/
newark-news- translated/ -
fsiteid-1.

Una versión en español está 
disponible en nuestro sitio web 
en https://www.newark.org/
departments/newark-news/
newark-news-translated/-
fsiteid-1.

Inside this issue...
Emergency Preparedness................ 2
Fireworks.............................................. 2
Street Paving Program...................... 2
Homewood Suites...............................3
Explore. Dine. Shop............................3
Flavors of Newark
Restaurant Guide................................3
Ohlone College.....................................4	
New Chamber of Commerce CEO.....4
Garage sale signs...............................5
Tree planting.........................................5
Recreation programs.........................5
Bulletin Board...................................... 6

State of the City Address
On Friday, May 23, 2025, 

the City of Newark hosted 
the 2025 State of the City 

Address where  the community’s 
vibrant cultural diversity was 
celebrated with ethnic foods and 
multi-cultural performances.  
	 A performance by the 
Newark Memorial High School 
Band kicked off the celebration, 
followed by the school choir singing 

the National Anthem, and Student 
Body President Rachel Ristau 
leading the Pledge of Allegiance.
	 The mayor delivered an 
uplifting address which focused on 
the City’s many achievements and 
future plans.  
	 Please visit our website 
at newarkca.gov.  A link will be 
posted so you can view the Address.
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Street paving program

The City of Newark is honored 
to receive an Award of 
Merit by the California 

Association for Local Economic 
Development (CALED) for its 
Plan, Prepare, Respond, Recover 
(PPRR) Program – a first-of-its-kind 
emergency preparedness initiative 
designed specifically for our business 
community. This award celebrates 
the innovative and engaging approach 
we’ve taken to make emergency 
preparedness accessible, meaningful, 
and action-oriented.
	 The PPRR Program empowers 
Newark’s small and large businesses 
with life-saving skills and practical 
emergency response training, helping 
to build a safer, more resilient 
community for all. Over the past 
two years, more than 350 individuals 
have completed hands-on training, 

learning critical skills such as fire 
extinguisher use, hands-only CPR, 
abdominal thrust maneuver, personal 
emergency planning, as well as 
financial resiliency for businesses. 
	 Business owners in Newark: 
Want to get your team trained for free? 
Contact naz.jalalidin@newarkca.
gov to schedule a session.
	 Newark residents: Want to learn 
more about emergency preparedness 
programs for community members? 
Reach out to richard.martinez@
newarkca.gov for more information.
	 Let’s keep Newark prepared, 
protected, and proud!

Emergency Preparedness  
Program wins statewide 
recognition! In 2022, the Newark City Council 

adopted an ordinance adding 
Chapter 7.24, Fireworks Social 

Host Ordinance to the Newark 
Municipal Code.
	 The Fireworks Social Host 
Ordinance establishes strict liability for 
social hosts that allow the deployment 
of illegal fireworks on their property or 
at their hosted gatherings.
	 The City of Newark is 
authorized to issue administrative 
citations of up to $1,000 per violation
FAQ:
"What Does This Mean?"
•	 If you host a party OR people 

gather on your property and light 
illegal fireworks, you may be 
fined up to $1,000.

"What If I Wasn't The Person Who 
Lit The Illegal Firework?" 
•	 You, as the social gathering 

host or the property owner, are 
responsible for your guests or 
those on your property.

"Can I Be Cited More Than Once?" 
•	 Yes. You can be fined up to 

$1,000 PER violation.
"What Is Allowed?"
•	 California fireworks law divides 

fireworks into two categories: 
1.	 "Safe & Sane" Fireworks. 

2.    "Dangerous Fireworks" 
       "Dangerous" fireworks are 	
       illegal per Newark Municipal                         
       Code 15.17.050 and CA         
       Health & Safety Code 12677.

	 To report individuals using, 
possessing, or selling illegal 
fireworks please call the Fireworks 
Hotline at:(866) 520-7233.

Fireworks

Only State Fire 
Marshal-Approved 
“Safe and Sane” 
f i r e w o r k s , 
bearing this seal 
are allowed in 
Newark.

The City of Newark’s Pavement 
Preservation Program focuses 
on protecting and extending 

the life of city streets through 
proactive, cost-effective maintenance. 
Regular inspections identify areas 
needing preventative treatments, 
which include crack sealing, patch 
paving, and slurry seal applications. 
These surface treatments are 
essential for preventing water and 
sunlight from damaging pavement, 
thereby minimizing costly repairs or 
reconstruction in the future. 
	 Slurry seal, for example, 
is a protective coating that shields 
pavement from weathering, much like 
painting protects a house’s exterior. 
Patch paving addresses localized 
failures by replacing damaged 

sections, keeping preservation efforts 
effective. If a street’s condition is too 
deteriorated for surface treatment, an 
asphalt overlay may be necessary as a 
last resort. 
	 Funded by a combination 
of state and county funds such as 
gas taxes and Measures B and BB, 
the program’s 2025 project includes 
slurry sealing numerous streets 
scheduled in the upcoming months. 
These preservation strategies help 
maintain Newark’s largest public 
asset: its roadway network.
	 For more information, please 
visit our website at newarkca.gov/
departments/public-works/capital-
improvement - p lan /pavement -
maintenance-program.
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Explore. Dine. 
Shop. All in 
Newark!
This season, we are kicking 

off a Shop Newark campaign, 
encouraging our community 

to support the incredible local 
businesses that make Newark one of 
a kind. 
	 Stop by a local store and pick 
up your limited-edition Shop Newark 
shopper bag and stickers—available 
while supplies last! Visit our website 
a t newarkca .gov /depar tment s /
community-development/economic-
development/restaurant-guide-629 
to see participating local businesses 
and their current promotions. 
	 Not sure what to eat? The City 
of Newark Economic Development 
Division has launched the Flavors 
of Newark Restaurant Guide and 
the Restaurant Roulette  to help 
you explore Newark’s amazing food 
scene. With over 150 food and drink 
spots across the city, you’re sure 
to find something new and crave-
worthy. Visit our website to spin the 
wheel and let fate choose your next 
foodie adventure!

Ms. Sajia Sanger has 
been awarded the 2024 
Homewood Suites General 

Manager of the Year award.  This 
award recognizes Ms. Sanger for  
hard work and exceptional service 
delivered by her and the hotel team.  
Her guest satisfaction scores are one 
of the highest in the brand (out of 500+ 
Homewood Suites by Hilton hotels).  
In fact, for the months of January 
and February 2025, Ms. Sanger and 
her team achieved #1 in Overall 
Cleanliness and Room Quality.  The 
number #1 ranking extends across 
all Hilton extended stay hotel brands 
worldwide!
	 In addition to earning 2024 
Homewood Suites General Manager 
of the Year, Ms. Sanger and her 
team have earned the esteemed 2024 
Conrad Achievement Award for high 
guest satisfaction scores.  Homewood 
Suites Newark-Fremont is one of only 
five recipients to receive this award.   
	 Ms. Sanger has been a part 
of the Homewood Suites team since 
2001, having held multiple positions 
within the organization.  In 2023, 
she accepted the position of General 

Homewood Suites Newark-
Fremont wins multiple 
prestigious awards

The Flavors 
of  Newark 
Restaurant 
Guide and 
Restaurant 
Roulette

Manager and her hard work and focus 
on making guest satisfaction her #1 
priority has certainly paid off.
	 Please join us in congratulating 
Ms. Sanger and the Homewood Suites 
Newark-Fremont team on their 
achievements!
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Newark Chamber of Commerce relaunches with 
a new CEO at the helm 

Make your summer count 
and let your career bloom! 
Don’t miss your chance to 

enroll in the summer term and fall 
semester at Ohlone College. Ohlone 
College has served the Tri-Cities 
for over 50 years and is here to help 
students of all ages achieve their 
academic goals.  
	 Ohlone College offers a vast 
selection of educational programs 
to ensure your success. (Check out 
the programs here: ohlone.edu/
academics). 
	 The faculty, financial aid 
professionals, career advisors, and 
counselors are dedicated to meeting 
student's educational needs. Summer 
term begins June 16 and fall semester 
starts August 25. Whether you are 
transferring to a four-year university, 
gaining in-demand career skills, or 

starting fresh, Ohlone College will 
help you achieve your bright future. 
Enroll today at ohlone.edu/career-
education. 
	 Ohlone College also has 
many resources for you to level up 
your career. The Tri-Cities Career 
Center at the Ohlone College Newark 
Center has dedicated career advisors 
to help you transition with your 
career goals. Through our Level Up 
Program, we support young adults 
ages 16–24 who are not currently in 
school by offering personalized career 
advising, hands-on job readiness 
workshops, incentives, and access to 
paid internship opportunities (along 
with free career and educational 
resources). 
 	 Ohlone  College also offers 
WIOA services through our WIOA 
Career Pathways Program, which provide 

additional support for ETPL training 
programs, no-cost resume development, 
career advising, and more. This 
program supports recently displaced 
workers and job seekers 18 years and 
older in Alameda County. Learn more 
about these free support services at 
ohlone.edu/careercenter.  
	 It’s time to get the ball rolling 
and jumpstart your career! Take the 
first step towards a brighter future. 
Summer term begins June 16 and fall 
semester starts August 25. Register 
for the classes you need at ohlone.
edu/enroll. 

Bright futures start at Ohlone College
Summer term begins June 16 and fall semester starts August 25

The Newark Chamber of 
Commerce is excited to 
announce its relaunch under 

the leadership of newly appointed 
Chief Executive Officer, Stephen 
Cassidy. A seasoned public servant, 
Cassidy possesses more than 20 years 
of experience in civic leadership, 
economic development, and strategic 
communication.
	 Cassidy previously served 
as Mayor of San Leandro, President 
of the Alameda County Conference 
of Mayors and held senior legal 
and communications positions in 
government and business.
	 “The Newark Chamber is 
returning stronger than ever,” said 
Chamber Board Chairperson Debbie 
Montes. “With Stephen as our CEO 
and in partnership with the City of 

Newark, we look forward to a new era 
of engagement and growth. We are 
ready to support our local businesses, 
expand services, and strengthen 
Newark’s economic future.”
	 Cassidy expressed enthusiasm 
for the opportunity: “Newark is one of 
the best run cities in the Bay Area and 
has a vibrant economy. I’m honored 
to help amplify its strengths. I look 
forward to working with business 
owners, civic leaders, and community 
members to foster innovation, support 
small business growth, and build a 
vibrant economic landscape.”
	 The relaunched Chamber 
will roll out new programs, 
member benefits, and networking 
opportunities designed to attract 
investment and elevate the visibility 
of Newark’s business community. 

For more information and upcoming 
events, visit www.newark-chamber.
com.
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Garage sale 
signs

With the nice weather and the 
current economic climate, 
we are seeing an increase in 

garage sale signs.  Please remember it is 
illegal to mount a garage sale sign on a 
light pole, street sign, traffic signal pole, 
or to place it anywhere on City property.  
They can cause damage, distract drivers 
or pedestrians, decrease visability,  and 
increase risk of accidents. Garage sale 
signs may not be hung on a regulatory 
sign such as a “Stop Ahead” sign.
	 A good way to advertise your 
event is to tape a sign to a large box and 
get permission from your neighbor on 
the corner to place the box at the edge 
of their yard with a rock in the box.  
Remember to go back and collect the 
signs after your event.

Tree planting

On Saturday, May 2, 2025, 54 
volunteers with Urban Forest 
Friends came together to plant 

20 new trees at the Mel Nunes Sportsfield 
Park.  These trees will provide shade 
and clean air to the community, as well 
as beautiful spring flowers and colorful 
fall foliage, for decades to come.
	 For more information or to 
sign up to volunteer, please contact 
Urban Forest Frients at www.
urbanforestfriends.org.
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Operating hours
City  offices  are  currently open to the public Monday through Thursday and every other Friday 8:00 am to 2:00 pm.  Appointments 
are available 2:00 - 5:00 pm.  Most services are offered online, by email, and by telephone.  Please visit www.newarkca.gov for 
updated information for your specific needs. Please be advised that this schedule is subject to change. 

City Offices closed 
•	 Fridays, June 20; July 4 and 18; August 1, 15, and 29; and September 12 and 26
•	 Independence Day - Friday, July 4, 2025
•	 Labor Day - Monday, September 1, 2025

Newark Library
This year’s theme for Summer Adventure at the library is Imagine & Build, June 1-August 1.
To participate, visit the library or https://aclibrary.org/summer/.
Check the library website for summer performers and programs - aclibrary.org.

Every first Saturday of the month, 2:30-3:30 pm, the library hosts Music Hour performances featuring a 7-foot grand piano. 
 
USearch eLibrary at aclibrary.org to find many more online tools for learning and research, like Udemy or LinkedIn Learning, 
all free with your library card.  


