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San Francisco Baykeeper 
Page 2 
September 18, 2023 

twice the amount of urban land may be at risk of flooding when SLR-induced rise of groundwater is 
included in coastal flooding projections. This risk is wholly unanalyzed at the site, as is the impact of 
development at the site on groundwater rise and sea level rise in adjacent areas. 

To accurately portray flooding risk, groundwater emergence and the impacts of SLR, we suggest the 
use of predicted modeling studies of shallow groundwater aquifers on this site. Used on this scale, 
the risk of flooding can be accurately determined, and adequate planning measures can be taken to 
ensure the safety of this community and the environment. Thus, the DEIR must be revised to 
incorporate current SLR and emergent groundwater data, sufficiently specific to evaluate localized 
hydrological impacts at the Project site. 

Hazards & Hazardous Materials 

The DEIR states “a Phase I ESA and Phase II ESA were conducted by Haley and Aldrich, Inc for the 
proposed project site in January 2019.” (p. 3-148) These reports give a site analysis of contaminants 
of concern at the time of the evaluation. However, the site is currently operating as an auto 
dismantler where ongoing contamination is likely to occur; therefore, an updated Environmental Site 
Analysis (ESA) must occur before a Corrective Action Plan (CAP) can be formulated and approved. 
The Alameda County Water District (ACWD) approved the CAP developed by RPS Group, Inc. 
(RPS) in 2020. However, because Pick-n-Pull is currently operating we do not have an accurate 
assessment of the contaminants and their load to the project site.  

Done properly, the EIR’s analysis of hazards and hazardous materials requires that the CAP be 
completed and approved by the regulatory agency before the EIR is issued. While this process did 
occur at this site, the CAP is no longer valid since the site is continuing to operate and an updated 
site analysis has not been completed. Without an updated ESA and CAP, the EIR cannot adequately 
evaluate the conditions at the site. And any assumption by the City that a third-party prepared CAP 
will be adequate abdicates the City’s responsibility to ensure its residents are safe. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this DEIR. We appreciate your consideration of our 
comments that a more thorough assessment is needed at this site to allow for an informed evaluation 
of the impacts to the environment and the community. Please reach out to Eric Buescher at 
Eric@baykeeper.org with any questions.    
 

Sincerely,  
 

       
Eric Buescher        Aundi Mevoli 
Managing Attorney       Field Investigator and Policy Advocate 
       

mailto:Eric@baykeeper.org
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    Tri-City Ecology Center 
   3375 Country Drive 
   Fremont, CA 94536 
 
 

 

Sent via electronic mail only 

Art Interiano, Deputy Community Development Director    18 September 2023 

Art.interiano@newark.org 

City of Newark 

37101 Newark Blvd. 

Newark, CA 94560 

 

Re: Comments on the Draft EIR Mowry Village Project; prioritize clean-up and restoration of the Pick-n-

Pull site for future park space, as part of climate resilience and conservation vision for Newark Area 4. 

 

Dear Mr. Interiano, Mayor Hannon and Newark City Councilmembers: 

 

Newark Area 4 (Area 4), a 560-acre bay wetland complex, includes aquatic habitat and uplands that 

support thousands of waterfowl and migratory shorebirds, dozens of sensitive species and includes the 

mouth of the Mowry Slough within the City of Newark, adjacent to the Don Edwards San Francisco (SF) 

Bay National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Don Edwards SF Bay National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan (2012) identifies 

acquisition of Area 4 as a connection corridor to mitigate habitat loss from sea level rise.  According to 

this conservation plan, harbor seals, the only marine mammals that regularly occur in the South Bay, 

forage in bay waters and sloughs, and breed on the edges of tidal marshes and mudflats. These areas are 

near deeper water, where seals forage. Mowry Slough, within the refuge, is the most extensively used 

site for harbor seals in the South Bay. 

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/don-edwards-san-francisco-bay/what-we-

do#:~:text=This%20plan%20identifies%20goals%2C%20objectives,on%20threatened%20and%20endang

ered%20species. 

Scientists Consensus Statement Supporting the Protection and Restoration of Newark Baylands (“Area 

4”), a Unique San Francisco Bay Wetland August 4, 2023, notes the protection and restoration of Area 4 

as a unique San Francisco Bay wetlands that could enhance connectivity to the Don Edwards SF Bay 

National Wildlife Refuge.  Over 40 scientists note Area 4 has a unique ecological value and is significant 

for the protection and recovery of San Francisco Bay wildlife species, as well as advancing the resilience 

of San Francisco Bay’s ecosystem and buffering established communities from sea level rise. 

 

mailto:Art.interiano@newark.org
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/don-edwards-san-francisco-bay/what-we-do#:~:text=This%20plan%20identifies%20goals%2C%20objectives,on%20threatened%20and%20endangered%20species
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/don-edwards-san-francisco-bay/what-we-do#:~:text=This%20plan%20identifies%20goals%2C%20objectives,on%20threatened%20and%20endangered%20species
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/don-edwards-san-francisco-bay/what-we-do#:~:text=This%20plan%20identifies%20goals%2C%20objectives,on%20threatened%20and%20endangered%20species
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    Tri-City Ecology Center 
   3375 Country Drive 
   Fremont, CA 94536 
 
 

https://savenewarkwetlands.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Newark-Baylands-Area-4-Scientist-

Consensus-Statement-FINAL-08-04-2023.pdf 

The Tri-City Local Hazard Mitigation Plan shows a recent analysis that Newark is at risk of flooding due to 

sea level rise. Development within this area would endanger the community and the City’s ability to 

adapt to future flooding.  Also, the Union Sanitary District has indicated Area 4 would need to be 

annexed into their jurisdictional boundaries through Alameda County Local Agency Formation 

Commission putting the district infrastructure at risk of future flooding. What sea level rise scenario is 

appropriate with future risks to the City and associated agencies infrastructure? 

Newark’s Area 4 goals conflict with developing executive homes and minimizing harm to the public and 

the environment.  You should consider housing located near existing roads and infrastructure that will 

not be subject to flooding and other hazards. 

When you consider sea level rise scenarios, new infrastructure required to protect the public and the 

environment is costly.  Sea level rise projections must be updated in consideration of the 2021 California 

Coastal Commission Sea Level Rise Policy Guidance.  This document recommends local governments to 

evaluate the expected impacts to critical infrastructure that would be caused by approximately 10 feet of 

sea level rise by 2100.   

https://documents.coastal.ca.gov/assets/slr/SLR%20Guidance_Critical%20Infrastructure_12.6.2021.pdf 

Please prioritize clean-up and restoration of the Pick-n-Pull site for future park space and as part of 

climate resilience and a conservation vision for Area 4 instead of housing. 

If the concerns raised above have not yet been analyzed, then we urge the City of Newark, the Mayor 

and City Council to analyze, address and mitigate these concerns.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Caroline Harris, Chairperson 

Liz Ames, Vice Chairperson 

Tri-City Ecology Center 

info@tricityecology.org 

https://savenewarkwetlands.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Newark-Baylands-Area-4-Scientist-Consensus-Statement-FINAL-08-04-2023.pdf
https://savenewarkwetlands.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Newark-Baylands-Area-4-Scientist-Consensus-Statement-FINAL-08-04-2023.pdf
https://documents.coastal.ca.gov/assets/slr/SLR%20Guidance_Critical%20Infrastructure_12.6.2021.pdf
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USD TR EAT 
PROTECT 

PRESERVE 
est 1918 

TRI-CITY WASTEWATER 

September 14, 2023 

City of Newark 
37101 Newark Boulevard 
Newark, CA 94560 
Attn: Art Interiano, Deputy Community Development Director 

Directors 
Manny Fernandez 
Tom Handley 
Pat Kite 
Anjali Lathi 
Jennifer Toy 

Officers 
Paul R. Eldredge 
General Manager/ 
District Engineer 

Karen W. Murphy 
Attorney 

Subject: Public Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for Mowry Village 
Project 

Dear Mr. Interiano, 

The Union Sanitary District (USO) wishes to thank you for the opportunity to comment on the 
draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for Mowry Village Project (Project) dated August 2, 
2023. USO has reviewed the EIR and offers the following comments for your consideration: 

1. Section ES.2, Areas of Controversy/Issues to be Resolved (Page ES-2): Replace "Union 

Sanitary" with "Union Sanitary District." 

2. Table £5-1, Executive Summary of/mpacts and Mitigation Measures, Impact GEO-3 (Page 

£5-24): Jack and bore operations under Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) tracks will require 

crossing licenses with UPRR. Will the developer obtain UPRR licenses for USO for the new 

sanitary sewer crossing? 

3. Table 1.2.1, Comments Received on the NOP (Page 1-5): Replace "Union Sanitary" with 

"Union Sanitary District." 

4. Table 1.2.1, Comments Received on the NOP (Page 1-5): Reader is directed to EIR Section 

3.19 for resolution of this comment. However, Section 3.19 makes no mention of Cherry 

Street Pump Station and its lack of capacity to handle the additional flow from the 203 

proposed single-family detached homes. 

5072 Benson Road, Union City, CA 94587-2508 
(510) 477-7500 FAX (510) 477-7501 

www.unionsanitary.ca.gov 
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Mr. Interiano 
Page 2 
September 14, 2023 

5. Section 2.1.3 Existing Site Conditions (Page 2-7): Please note that Union Sanitary District 

does not provide sanitary sewer services to this parcel. 

6. Figure 2-9, Water Line Improvements (Page 2-27): Please note that proposed alignment 

of the potable water line will cross a 12-inch sanitary sewer gravity main and two, 33-inch 

diameter, Sanitary Sewer Force Mains located within a 30-foot-wide Union Sanitary 

District Easement. 

7. Section 2.1.11 Utility Infrastructure, Wastewater (Page 2-29): Replace "Boyce Avenue 

pump station" with "Boyce Road Lift Station." 

8. Section 2.1.11 Utility Infrastructure, Proposed 8-inch Sanitary Sewer within Mowry Avenue 

(Page 2-29): The District shall accept and maintain main sewers constructed by the 

Developer that are within the public right-of-way. If the Developer constructs a sewer 

main in a private street or driveway, depending on conformance with District Standards 

and specifications, the District may accept a sanitary sewer easement for the property in 

which the main sewer is constructed or may require the property owner or project 

developer or homeowner's association to own and maintain the sewer as a private main 

sewer. The pump station or lift station serving the new development and the replacement 

of the Cherry Street Pump Station shall be funded by the Developer. Identify if a pump 

station or lift station will be serving the development, and if the intention is for USD to 

operate and maintain the station. 

9. Section 2.1.11 Utility Infrastructure, New Pump Station on Mowry Avenue (Page 2-29): 

Union Sanitary District Master Plan does not currently include construction of a new 

pump station on Mowry Avenue. However, as part of the Sanctuary West Development, 

Union Sanitary District did investigate relocating the Cherry Street Pump Station to 

Stevenson Boulevard at Eureka Drive, the project is currently in the Pre-Design Phase. 

10. Section 2.2.1 Construction Schedule and Equipment (Page 2-33): Please update section to 

reflect expected construction start date. 

11. Section 2.2.2 Demolition and On-Site Soil Remediation (Pages 2-33, 2-34 & 2-36): The EIR 

states that the Project area generally has very high groundwater levels and groundwater 

is anticipated during construction, requiring groundwater dewatering. All reasonable 

alternatives to sewer disposal, such as legally permissible reuses, shall be explored before 

discharge will be approved to USD sanitary sewer system. When no other alternative for 

disposal of groundwater exists, USD may issue discharge permits for groundwater 

encountered during excavation. The permit is a conditional discharge permit and approval 

of discharge is dependent upon available capacity in the sewer system. Prior to 
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Mr. Interiano 
Page 3 
September 14, 2023 

commencement of any construction activities, contact USD's Environmental Compliance 

Team for specific requirements, limits, and fees for a groundwater permit. 

12. Section 2.3.2 Approvals (Page 2-36): Include "Union Sanitary District Force Main 

easement encroachment permit(s)." 

13. Section 3.10.3 Environmental Impacts (Page 3-170 & 3-171}: The EIR states surface water 

would be removed from the existing retention basin and piped to USO sewer inlet 

conformance with USO permit requirements. All reasonable alternatives to sewer 

disposal, such as legally permissible reuses, shall be explored before discharge will be 

approved to USO sanitary sewer system. When no other alternative for disposal of 

surface water exists, USO may issue discharge permits for surface water encountered 

during construction activities. The permit is a conditional discharge permit and approval 

of discharge is dependent upon available capacity in the sewer system. Prior to 

commencement of any construction activities, contact USD's Environmental Compliance 

Team for specific requirements, limits, and fees for a discharge permit. 

14. Section 3.13.1 Environmental Setting- Vibration Standards (Pages 3-207): The EIR states 

that, "Operation of heavy construction equipment... create seismic waves that radiate 

along the surface of the ground ... " Coordinate locations where vibration would be 

generated with USD to ensure vibration can be avoided at locations near USD's Force 

Mains. 

15. Section 3.19.1 Environmental Setting (Page 3-281): Replace "783 miles" with "839 miles." 

16. Section 3.19.1 Environmental Setting (Page 3-281): Replace "$11 million" with "$10 

million." 

17. Section 3.19.1 Environmental Setting (Page 3-281): Please note that 23.16 mgd flowrate 

quoted for 2020 coincides with "shelter in-place" orders. Alvarado Wastewater 

Treatment Plant average daily flow rate for 2022 (latest full year) was 22.23 mgd, with a 

maximum peak flow of 36 mgd. 

18. Section 3.19 Utility and Service Systems-Proposed Project Utility Improvements (Page 3-

282}: Please clarify if the proposed Mowry Avenue sanitary sewer station will be a "pump 

station" or "lift station." 

19. Section 3.19 Utility and Service Systems- Proposed Project Utility Improvements (Page 3-

282}: Please note that the existing 8" sanitary sewer line on Mowry Avenue flows 

southwest, towards the railroad tracks. 

20. Section 3.19 Utility and Service Systems - Proposed Project Utility Improvements (Page 3-

282}: Please indicate if the proposed flows will be via gravity lines or pressurized lines. 
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COMMENTS ON THE DEIR FOR MOWRY VILLAGE, NEWARK AREA 4,         Page 3 
From Wayne W. Miller, Newark, CA           ____  
 
 
basin for much of the winter.  Because ocean temperatures are increasing, we can 

expect more climate/weather extremes in intensity and volume.  

 PROGRESSIVE WORLDLY EVIDENCE:  

Updates on climate change and its impacts are published continuously, as evidence 
reveals that climate change is indeed accelerating faster than expected, and the 
impacts of catastrophic floods, wildfires, heat domes and storms are being felt much 
sooner than predicted. 

Added to these extremes is flooding from increasing and expected atmospheric (vapor, 

sky-river) storms, due to warming oceans, which are already in progress throughout the 

world, as global climate change is advancing inexorably.    

Oceans are warming to higher temperatures, as carbon dioxide continually rises above 

the 400 ppm level.  Other gases such as methane, even worse, are also on the rise, 

creating a greater contribution to over-heating.  Oceans are absorbing most of the 

energy from atmospheric heating, thus continuing to increased water vapor pressure 

and causing the evaporation of voluminous amounts of water from the oceans.  

Increasing cloud density and storm intensity over the oceans is then transferred inland, 

condensing into “falling rivers”, dropping torrential rains into vulnerable inland areas. 

Previous climate projections have become rapidly outdated, as climate change has 

accelerated faster than the slower-moving academic scientific studies and reporting that 

have been able to adjust; expectations far in the future have become more recent and 

catastrophic with alarming occurrences.  We can no longer accept the ignorance of 

climate denial, as the science provides more than enough evidence of the inexorable 

advancement of the climate’s potential for environmental peril.  

We have been witnessing the alarming speed of increased flooding from atmospheric 

storms all over the world, in unexpected locations, leaving them unprepared and with 

little time to respond. Loss of property, infrastructure and [all forms of life] already are 

set in motion.  And we are most vulnerable due to our proximity to the Bay and Pacific 

Ocean, exposing us to direct impact. 

SOLUTIONS:   

Nature-Based:  Other cities and counties are starting to address mitigation measures 
regarding sea level rise and flooding, with nature-based solutions--much cheaper 
and far more resilient long-term protection than hard structures.   
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COMMENTS ON THE DEIR FOR MOWRY VILLAGE, NEWARK AREA 4,         Page 4 
From Wayne W. Miller, Newark, CA           ____  
 
 
Newark could follow suit and set an example, a precedence in addressing the issue by 

creating a nature-based solution in all of Area 4 (restore tidal wetlands and create 

wetland protections) as a desirable example.  Wetlands will act like a sponge during 

flooding, which can protect other areas of existing, low developments, much of the City 

of Newark. Tidal wetlands sequester and store nearly as much carbon as tropical 

rainforests. Newark should immediately implement tidal restoration in Area 4 to offset 

the carbon Newark residents are emitting into the atmosphere every time we hope in a 

car, turn on our appliances and heat and cool our homes. Tidal marsh restoration is the 

fastest and cheapest mitigation measures to implement to minimize our carbon 

footprint. 

Park Space:  If not wetland protection, I implore you to at least prioritize the clean-up 
and restoration of the site for future park space as planned, while also supporting the 
climate resilience and conservation vision for Newark Area 4.   

Create high-density housing in the core of the city. Retain areas close to the Bay as 

buffers to sea level rise and flooding.  The recent built congested housing developments 

have produced minimum, limited parks and open space for the population, which 

exemplifies the need for more park lands to improve the quality of life for all residents. 

Residents have been invited to contribute to the update for the 2017 Citywide Parks 

Master Plan, for future park planning and development. Converting the Pick-n-Pull site 

to parkland, as proposed by the Areas 3 and 4 Specific Plan, provides needed park 

space for the increasing population, and at least allows for future transition of the 

property into wetlands.  Conversion to wetland can be performed at a rapid pace, rather 

than building rigid housing that will sprawl into the vulnerable areas of the city and will 

not be suitable for needed transition for protection of Newark.   

As we have seen, flooding, followed by destruction of housing developments introduces 

toxins, trash and structural contaminants from infrastructure that flows with the water 

system, thus affecting life in other surrounding areas. Therefore, please do not give 

away the future park lands for housing development of the Pick-n-Pull site in Newark.  

Affordable Housing:  Regarding needed [affordable] housing, please emphasize 
climate-smart development within the core of the city.   

We are driving out a needed workforce that must commute from great distances to work 

in the Bay Area, due to unaffordable housing, creating more smog and congestion.  

Many needed workers are leaving, especially in the healthcare industry.  Building more 

high-end housing, as has occurred in the past, only exacerbates the problem by 
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COMMENTS ON THE DEIR FOR MOWRY VILLAGE, NEWARK AREA 4,         Page 5 
From Wayne W. Miller, Newark, CA           ____  
 
 
increasing the expansion and influx of populations from all over the world, creating the 

existing affluence and inflation at all levels.  Affordable housing, especially for the local 

workforce, is more appropriate for inner-city development, also near transportation 

infrastructure, healthcare, food stores and other businesses needed to establish an 

acceptable, less stressful quality of life. 

 

Sincerely, 

W. Miller, resident of Newark, CA 
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From: Planning @ Newark
To: Art Interiano
Subject: FW: Mowry Village Project
Date: Monday, August 21, 2023 4:09:26 PM

Mowry Village Public Comment.
 

From: Yousuf Ali Wadhwanwala <786110yaw@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, August 21, 2023 3:59 PM
To: Planning @ Newark <planning@newark.org>
Subject: Mowry Village Project
 

ALERT: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Report to City of Newark IT Help Desk if found suspicious.

Hello:
 
Please note that we have lived in Newark since 2000. We attended last Wednesday's introductory
presentation for the Mowry Village Project at George M.Silliman Community Activity Center.They
have very ambitious plans and we think that overall it will be helpful to our city of Newark.
About 280 plus single family homes would increase more traffic on Cherry Street and surrounding.
Hopefully this issue and other issues will be taken care of.
 
Thanks & Best Regards
 
Yousuf Ali Wadhwanwala
 
Mustafa Makati
 
Shehla Wadhwanwala
.

mailto:PLANNING@newark.org
mailto:ARTI@newark.org
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23187 Connecticut Street 
Hayward, CA 94545 

   
T: (510) 783-7744 
F: (510) 783-3903 

 
                                                                                                       acmad@mosquitoes.org  
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September 18, 2023 
Attn: Art Interiano 
Deputy Community Development Director 
37101 Newark Blvd. 
Newark, CA 94560 
 
Dear City of Newark, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Mowry Village Project. Alameda 
County Mosquito Abatement District is aware of the need for more housing in the Bay 
Area and understands the complexity of efforts to alleviate the problem. However, we 
would like to highlight the often overlooked elements residents encounter as 
communities move closer to the salt marshes and the potential for mosquitoes and 
other insects in and near their homes increases. Salt marshes play a crucial role in our 
local ecosystem, yet it is important to be aware of the potential challenges that come 
with living near these natural habitats. 
 
Salt marshes are ecologically vital areas that provide habitat for a wide range of wildlife, 
support fishery production, and offer flood protection by absorbing excess water during 
storms. While they contribute positively to our environment, they can also inadvertently 
lead to an influx of mosquitoes and other insects, especially during certain seasons. 
Salt marshes are influenced by tides, which can lead to water accumulation in low-lying 
areas, creating temporary breeding sites for mosquitoes. Aedes dorsalis, the summer 
salt marsh mosquito, is an aggressive day biting mosquito native to our area. As higher 
population density developments encroach upon wetland areas it is inevitable that 
residents will encounter these mosquitoes. While it is the mission of Alameda County 
Mosquito Abatement District to improve the health and comfort of Alameda County 
residents by controlling mosquitoes it is not possible to eliminate every mosquito. 
Additionally, there are numerous other insects which we do not provide control for, like 
midges and gnats, which breed in these wetland habitats. Recent housing 
developments along the Newark shoreline have already resulted in hundreds of false 
mosquito complaints during the spring.  
 
While it is essential for the city to plan adequate levels of housing for the community, it 
is important to weigh the impact. Future residents need to be informed and educated on 
the impact of living in close proximity to our natural ecosystems.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Erika Castillo  
Regulatory & Public Affairs Director  

• www.mosguitoes.org (J A1ameda County Mos,guito Ahatement Dis:bict ()@.MamedaMosqllito 

An Independent Special District Protecting Public Health Since 1930 
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From: Jana Sokale
To: SOFIA MANGALAM
Cc: David Benoun; Steven Turner; Art Interiano; City Attorney @ Newark
Subject: Re: To Fight Climate Change We Need to Protect and Restore Newark Baylands
Date: Tuesday, August 8, 2023 3:16:33 PM

ALERT: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Report to City of Newark IT Help Desk if found suspicious.

Sofia -

Would you please share this email with each of the Planning Commissioners. Thank

you for your assistance.

Jana

Dear Newark Planning Commission Members -

I'm pleased to share with you that this week the Citizens Committee to Complete the

Refuge released a consensus statement signed by over 40 prominent San Francisco

Bay scientists calling for the permanent protection of the Newark Area 4 Baylands

extending from Mowry Avenue south to Stevenson Blvd. and extending west from the

Union Pacific Railroad lines to Mowry Slough and the salt ponds.

The statement is announced in an opinion piece by wetlands experts Dr. Lynne Trulio

and Dr. John Callaway published in Bay Nature Magazine here:

https://baynature.org/2023/08/04/to-fight-climate-change-we-need-the-newark-

baylands/

You can read the full scientist statement and the list of signers here:

https://savenewarkwetlands.org/scientists/

Please review and consider the importance of the Newark Baylands as you review

the recent proposal for development in our baylands -- Mowry Village. 

Jana Sokale

Newark Resident

mailto:janaslc@aol.com
mailto:sofia.mangalam@newark.org
mailto:david.benoun@newark.org
mailto:Stevent@newark.org
mailto:ARTI@newark.org
mailto:CITY.ATTORNEY@newark.org
https://baynature.org/2023/08/04/to-fight-climate-change-we-need-the-newark-baylands/
https://baynature.org/2023/08/04/to-fight-climate-change-we-need-the-newark-baylands/
https://savenewarkwetlands.org/scientists/
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Petitions Opposing the Mowry Village Development in Newark - Submitted 9-18-2023

First name Last name City State Zip code Comments

Aaron Klein Newark CA 94560

Alice Najar Newark CA 94560 Do the right thing. 

Alvin Lopez Newark CA 94560

Newark does NOT need to add more houses! There are enough houses as 

it is!

Andrea Heckman Newark CA 94560

Andres Cordero Newark CA 94560

Angelina Reyes Newark CA 94560

Ann G Newark CA 94560 Protect the land.  Save Newark Wetlands!

Anne Kahn Newark CA 94560 No development in our Ballard's PLEASE.

Arati Deo Newark CA 94560

Cara Madden Newark CA 94560

carina plancarte Newark CA 94560

Carol Easter Newark CA 94560

This is unacceptable. We need parks and we need to preserve our 

wetlands. 

Catalina Cerda-Jara Newark CA 94560

Vote no. 





Preserve and Restore Newark's Baylands to Support the Climate 

Resilience of San Francisco Bay and the Newark Community.

Catherine Dorman Newark CA 94560

Charles M Polanski Newark CA 94560-8523 We have to preserve these critical wetlands!

D Benzala Newark CA 94560

Daryl Miller Newark CA 94560

Diana Angeles Newark CA 94560

Diana Leon Newark CA 94560

Diane Greene Newark CA 94560

Restore wetland! No to Mowry Village!


We have enough homes; preserve open space in Newark. 

Donovan Madden-Watson Newark CA 94560

It's really important for us to preserve our natural habitats. I know there's 

a big need for housing in the bay, but this isn't the way to go about it. 

Eddie Sirhan Newark CA 94560 Stop destroying nature 

Elizabeth Alvarado Newark CA 94560

Elizabeth FraNklin Newark CA 94560
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Gertrude DonalynDeeds Newark CA 94560

Gloria Figueroa Newark CA 94560

Harvinder Kang Newark CA 94560 Bad move

Helen Boyer Newark CA 94560

Henry Chan Newark CA 94560

No to the Proposed "Mowry Village" Development! Instead, Preserve and 

Restore Newark's Baylands to Support the Climate Resilience of San 

Francisco Bay and the Newark Community.

Isela Montenegro Newark CA 94560

Ish Kaur Newark CA 94560

Jack Dane Newark CA 94560

Jamie Tavares Newark CA 94560 No more new housing!

Jana Sokale Newark CA 94560

Janice Narvaez Newark CA 94560

Jasper Jackson Newark CA 94560 Save the wetlands

Joe Thomas Newark CA 94560

Johanna Naranjo Newark CA 94560

John Wu Newark CA 94560 Too crowded

Jolie Jackson Newark CA 94560

Kathleen Lemos Newark CA 94560 Please don't build we need the wetlands

Kelly Miller-Sanchez Newark CA 94560

Lani Renshaw Newark CA 94560 I support saving the Baylands and increasing flood control! 

Linda Patterson Newark CA 94560 No, to Mowry Village Project

Lorena Lopez Newark CA 94560

Louis Frame Newark CA 94560

Luis Ramirez Newark CA 94560

Mari Miller Newark CA 945602119

Climate Change and Sea Level rise are now a certainty. Newark, being on 

Bay's edge, is most vulnerable. Wetlands are our MOST valuable asset, 

not just for Newark, but entire SFBA. They provide a natural barrier to 

combat sea level rise. They need to be expanded, not diminished. This 

Mowry Village development project is a very BAD idea & goes against the 

original plan to turn it into park land. We do NOT need 200 houses in a 

flood zone. Please do not approve this proposal. Instead decide to 

PROTECT the citizens of Newark by sticking to the original plan.
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Mary Deschene Newark CA 94560-0234

I represent the non-profit Friends Group for the National Wildlife Refuge. 

This land is critical for habitat retreat up slope with sea level rise. Please 

do the right thing and deny this project. We will help support the 

alternative use as open space. Contact me: mary.deschene@sfbayws.org

Mary Jane Olivarez Newark CA 94560

We have way too many houses now.   Every vacant spot has been built 

on. Leave the wetlands alone .  STOP Building more housing!!!!!!

Meagan Watkinson Newark CA 94560

Melanie Wong Newark CA 94560

Melissa Shkidt Newark CA 94560

Mustali Parma Newark CA 94560 Moved to Newark

Nathalie Pena Newark CA 94560

Nicole Haba Newark CA 94560

Nora Jackson Newark CA 94560

Parth Vaishnav Newark CA 94560

Pat Callaway Newark CA 94560

I oppose the Mowry Village Development project for environmental 

reasons. 

Patty Mendez Newark CA 94560

Paul Clifford Newark CA 94560

Paul Most Newark CA 94560

Not sure this development will protect the shoreline, and these homes 

invite big losses in case of earthquakes..

Pedro Melero Newark CA 94560

Pradnya Nimkar Newark CA 94560

Rashida Kajiji Newark CA 94560

Regina Oltmans Newark CA 94560

Renee Angelo Newark CA 94560

Ruth Dalton Newark CA 94560

Newark needs to improve it's infrastructure not add to the problem 

Newark needs to protect what wetlands and native Bay area we have 

left.

Saundra Borden Newark CA 94560

Shaya Kaur Newark CA 94560

Shirley Anderegg Newark CA 94560

Siddhi Jain Newark CA 94560

Stephanie Alvarez Newark CA 94560
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Stephanie Jay Newark CA 94560

Steve Marinucci Newark CA 94560 No!

Sue Marinucci Newark CA 94560 Don't do this!

Suzanne Nyberg Newark CA 94560

NO to Mowry Village Project.


Taran Singh Newark CA 94560 Wetlands are essential; they cannot be relocated. Housing can. 

Theresa Patchin Newark CA 94560 Don't destroy the wetlands

Umesh Dudaney Newark CA 94560 Enough already!

Vardhan gupta Newark CA 94560 NO to Mowry Village Project. SAVE Newark Baylands.

Vasha Ashwin Newark CA 94560 Save the Wetlands!

Virgil Patterson Newark CA 94560 No, to Mowry Village project

Wayne Miller Newark CA 94560

Please do not give away the future park lands for development of the 

Pick-n-Pull site in Newark.  Development puts more and more residents 

in a flood zone with potential inundation from the well-established and 

proven science of sea level rise, storm surge, and the increasing and 

expected atmospheric storms from acceleration of climate 

change/disruption.  At least prioritize the clean-up and restoration of the 

site for future park space as planned, while also supporting the climate 

resilience and conservation vision for Newark Area 4.  Emphasize climate-

smart development withing the core of the city.


Wayne Miller


Deborah Gilman Newark CA 94560

Suzanne Maikranz Newark CA 94560

Abbie Balland Fremont CA 94538

Adrienne Stephens Fremont CA 94539

Aubrey Wong Fremont CA 94536

Say No to the Proposed "Mowry Village" Development! Instead, Preserve 

and Restore Newark's Baylands to Support the Climate Resilience of San 

Francisco Bay and the Newark Community.

Barb Devlin Fremont CA 94538

Bertha DeLanda Fremont CA 94536 Leave the marsh alone! We need no more sprawl! 

Beth Rasler Fremont CA 94536

Brian Sparling Fremont CA 94536
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Carol Drake Fremont CA 94536

Carol Schneider Fremont CA 94538-2381

Not too clever to build houses in a future flood plain and present 

wetland.

D Caceres Fremont CA 94538

Daniel Brower Fremont CA 94536

Our Bay wetlands have been dredged, dumped in and bulldozed for well 

over a century.  It is beyond the time to halt development in and near the 

Bay wetlands in order to preserve the remnant that remains and to 

prepare for the future impacts of climate change and rising water levels.  

Daniel Miller Fremont CA 94538

This land is critical for connecting adjacent lands to help mitigate flooding 

and provide habitat for endangered plants and animals.  Please stop this 

planned development, which does not even have access to resources 

required for safe housing and living.

Daye You Fremont CA 94536 I love Earth <3 

Deborah Livingstone Fremont CA 94536 Building on this land is insanity!  This development will flood!


Denise Dugas Fremont CA 94536

Donna Shroder Fremont CA 94538

Dr. Marguerite McInnes Fremont CA 94555

Our open space is being destroyed by developers with the help of city 

governments.

E Alivario Fremont CA 94536

Edeane Matsumoto Fremont CA 94536

no, to Mowry village project





please preserve the Newark Baylands

Edwin Duerr Fremont CA 94538

Wetlands are vital for climate resiliency. The amount of wetlands 

remaining in the bay area is extremely small and any additional loss 

would be severe.

Elaine Szeto Fremont CA 94555

Elizabeth Ayala Fremont CA 94536 No!!!

Elka Hadley Fremont CA 94536

Esha Bansiya Fremont CA 94539

Frances Ann McKenney fremont CA 94536

Gail Blalock Fremont CA 94539

Gursewak Dhaliwal Fremont CA 94539

Gwen Schoner Fremont CA 94536
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Heather Boyer Fremont CA 94536

Hongvan Tran Fremont CA 94539

Howard High Fremont CA 94536

James Spangler Fremont CA 94538

Jane Neff Fremont CA 94536

Janet Quilici Fremont CA 94536 Please don't destroy wetlands to build.  

Jasmine Grisann Fremont CA 94536

Jeffrey Spencer Fremont CA 94536

Jennifer Emmett Fremont CA 94536

Please reject this proposal!!  We NEED more wetlands and open space - 

not less. Please do not be short sighted and do what's best for the 

community in the long run - not what's good for pocketbooks now!! 

Jennifer King Fremont CA 94555

We DO NOT need more houses that will be under water in 50 years. We 

need more parks and green space!!

Jennilea Madden Fremont CA 94555

Jess Wang Fremont CA 94539

Jo Szeto Fremont CA 94536

Joy Barnitz Fremont CA 94539

Vote NO on this development project. The priority for this parcel must be 

that it be preserved as marsh and added to the Don Edwards. Protect San 

Francisco Bay as the vital estuary it is. No more development!! 

Kareena Sharma Fremont CA 94536

Ken Rasler Fremont CA 94539

Ken Rasler Fremont CA 94539

It is absurd to build homes on the Newark Wetlands for many reasons, 

the most important being Global Warming Climate Change resulting in 

serious sea level rise.

Kim Brink Fremont CA 94555

Lalita Bendale Fremont CA 94536

linda ramus fremont CA 94555

We must protect our unique natural resources. It is habitat to species 

that are equally important to people as the housing being proposed. You 

really can put the housing somewhere else.

Linh Nguyen Fremont CA 94536
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Lynn Miller Fremont CA 94539

Please do not be foolish with derogating Newark!


Raise property values by having a Bayfront shoreline that is the envy of 

the East Bay area, that brings in tax dollars through it's Parks and 

Recreation, and that preserves and restores habitat of the Bay lands.


It is your responsibility to think of future Planet Earth and Newark's 

character.


We plant trees in Newark- let's keep up that vital work.


Thank you!





Mary Kochly Fremont CA 94536

Meera P Fremont CA 94538

Be leaders for climate change and say No to Mowry Village Project.  

Protect Newark's Baylands and Wetlands. 





We need wildlife to thrive.  These wetlands and uplands that scientists 

say are a critical conservation priority to support the long-term resilience 

of San Francisco Bay to climate change, and that have long been 

identified as a priority addition to the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay 

National Wildlife Refuge.





Please protect these crucial areas and habitats. Thank you. 

Melissa Magnan Fremont CA 94536

Melissa Palleschi Fremont CA 94536

Melville Madden Fremont CA 94555

Mia Mora Fremont CA 94538

How can a city allow development of any kind, especially housing, on 

land that will be the first to flood as sea level rises? This is insanity! The 

best use of such land is as marshland to protect property further inland 

from flooding. Have we not learned anything from Florida? Vote NO!

Nancy Adams Fremont CA 94538 This would be a travesty for all, animals and humans alike. Stop it now!

Navpreet Bains Fremont CA 94536

NEWELL ELIZABETH Fremont CA 94536

The south bay is already almost all fill, We need the water in the bay--not 

more land.
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Nora Prescott Fremont CA 94536

Norman Broyles Fremont CA 94536

Patricia Finch Fremont CA 94536

Purisima B Fremont CA 94536 Too crowded

Rich Godfrey Fremont CA 94536

Richard Freedman Fremont CA 94555

ENOUGH ALREADY,,,,We need to be concerned about the BAYLANDS... 

Climate change is here and real.. Once is developed you can not get it 

back... lets be proactive , not reactive.

Richard Lee Fremont CA 94555

Runi Jayasheela Fremont CA 94536

Sahan Karunaratne Fremont CA 94555

Sam Neeman Fremont CA 94539

Sandra Wong Fremont CA 94536

Shashana Chittle Fremont CA 94536

Sheila Krishnaswamy Fremont CA 94539

Shelley Hulseman Fremont CA 94538 Preserve wetlands 

Susie Claxton Fremont CA 94536

How is this even possible? These wetlands are precious to the life of the 

Bay Area. Wetlands are the most productive resource of the natural food 

web, oxygen, and clean water. 


Don't pave them over.

Teri Askew Fremont CA 94536

Tom Browne Fremont CA 94536

It is unconscionable that after deciding to destroy area 4 in their quest 

for greed, the city of Newark now has decided to condemn the Pick n Pull 

lot to the same fate. Shame on them!

Tom Browne Fremont CA 94536

It is unconscionable that after deciding to destroy area 4 in their quest 

for greed, the city of Newark now has decided to condemn the Pick n Pull 

lot to the same fate. Shame on them!

Tom Browne Fremont CA 94536

Tracy VanZantes Fremont CA 94539 We need to preserve the wetlands

Tricia Sparling Fremont CA 94536

Please do not over develop the land surrounding the bay.  This important 

estuary is an important ecosystem and we should protect it.

Vinnie Bacon Fremont CA 94536

Walter LaTorre Fremont CA 94539 Stop it!
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William Palleschi Fremont CA 94536

Alan Carlton Alameda CA 94501

Alex Spehr Alameda CA 94501

Annabel Long Alameda CA 94502

Deborah Crooks ALAMEDA CA 94501

Deborah Robinson Alameda CA 94501

Eileen Blood-Golden Alameda CA 94501

Elizabeth Alexander Alameda CA 94501

Linda Switzer Alameda CA 94501

Mark Spiegel Alameda CA 94501

The Newark Wetlands are an important support for the Bay for long term 

climate change preparedness. Do not develop! Will only put unwitting 

buyers of these homes in a flood zone.

Mark Weaver alameda CA 94501

Please prioritize bayland restoration and conservation rather than 

development. I have seen Area 4 in person, and I can attest that the place 

is potentially a natural treasure. It is also severely needed for flood 

mitigation for the whole Newark area. Please permanently shelve the 

housing plans for Area 4.

Mia Pixley Alameda CA 94501

Rachel Tertes Alameda CA 94501

This is an important location for marsh migration. We should not be 

supporting new housing in flood zones.   

Suzan Kaplan Alameda CA 94501

Tiffany R Alameda CA 94501

Dear Newark City Council, please prioritize supporting the clean-up and 

restoration of the Pick-n-Pull site for future park space as planned, as 

part of the overall climate resilience and conservation vision for Newark 

Area 4, and prioritize climate-smart development within the core of the 

city.   Open spaces support citizen health, wellbeing as well as 

protections for wildlife and already challenged/fragile climate change 

scenarios! This space should be protected and added to the Don Edwards 

NWR.   We are losing these spaces to money grab developments that 

drive traffic and intensity existing urban issues.  Please save and protect 

these acres for wetlands that all citizens can enjoy.

Barbara Kaimowitz Albany CA 94706-1502
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Cathy Mattison Albany CA 94706

The devastation of our shorelines by development must stop to protect 

us from climate change and protect the biodiversity of our planet. As the 

population of the Bay Area continues to grow we need more parkland to 

provide recreational areas for the health and welfare of the community. 

Please think of future generations and don't cave in to short sighted 

development.

Gail Kurtz Albany CA 94706

Please (you must!) save these precious wetlands that support so many 

birds that are crucial to our habitat and ecosystem. Thank you for being 

foresighted and for choosing life over money.

Richard Sintchak Albany CA 94706

Please save the bay lands. They are important for our ecosystem, help 

mitigate ocean fishing and global warming. We don't need more 

sprawling housing where bay lands and wildlife thrive.

Sherryl Pennell Aromas CA 95004

The health of the San Francisco Bay impacts all of California. Damage has 

already occurred due to the greed of developers. 

Joanne Greer Ashland CA 94578

These properties need to be protected. Concreting and asphalting over 

this area will ruin the landscape and displace many protected species. 

The Salt Marsh mouse and the clapperail nest there. Is is wrong in so 

many ways.

Vy Nguyen Ashland CA 94578

Karen Wolf Baltimore MD 21224

Jennifer Laudette Battle GroundWA 98604

Stephanie Jones Bedford NH 3110

James Feichtl Belmont CA 94002

Kristin Mercer Belmont CA 94002

It's not "affordable" to build on lands that will soon be flooded, and it's 

not equitable. Future generations will be burdened with remediating 

projects foolishly built in flood plains. Restore wetlands for parks and 

tidal buffer zones.

Forest Frasieur Benicia CA 94510

Abbot Foote Berkeley CA 94702

Andrea Horbinski Berkeley CA 94708

We must save the baylands bordering the Bay for a multitude of reasons, 

not least of which is that we will need them in the very near future as sea 

levels continue to rise. But we need them now as habitat for other 

species that live here rather than as more asphalt paving heating the 

planet.
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Anna Korn Berkeley CA 94702

Ashley Hisey Berkeley CA 94702

Caryn Graves Berkeley CA 94702

Dan Hisey Berkeley CA 94702

DAVID A WOLFSON Berkeley CA 94707

Ellen Barth Berkeley CA 94707

Ellen Franzen Berkeley CA 94710

Emma Paradise Berkeley CA 94704

Igor Tregub Berkeley CA 94710

Jean Tepperman Berkeley CA 94703

As climate destruction continues, wetlands are more and more crucial, 

both as adaptation -- to reduce flooding -- and mitigation -- to absorb 

carbon dioxide.

John Callaway Berkeley CA 94703

Jonathan Wieder Berkeley CA 94702

Juliet Lamont Berkeley CA 94709-1420

Please protect these critical bay lands! We need healthy, intact shoreline 

ecosystems more than ever, for climate resilience, biodiversity, and 

community well-being. No development on the Newark Baylands!

Katherine Calvert Berkeley CA 94706

Linda Deaktor Berkeley CA 94707

It seems insane in today's world, to even consider development along the 

water when sea levels are rising and risk to life is imminent. Reject 

Mowry Village.

Liz Morrison Berkeley CA 94705

Mary Harte Berkeley CA 94708

Marybeth Rice Berkeley CA 94708 Save the Bay.  We need the wild places, especially the wetlands.

Melissa Diagana Berkeley CA 94707

Melissa Weaver Berkeley CA 94708

The proposed development of Newark Area 4 is shortsighted and any 

benefits will be lost in the long term. Rather than developing the Pick-n-

Pull site, Baylands need to be preserved and restored to support San 

Francisco Bay climate resilience. 

Peter Guerrero Berkeley CA 94708

Richard Norgaard Berkeley CA 94708-1607

Yes, prioritize housing in the core of Newark, in all of our cities, so that 

the wetlands can be enjoyed by all.

Robert Stokstad Berkeley CA 94708
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Sally Greenspan Berkeley CA 94705

Sam Greenberg Berkeley CA 94703

Sarah Paul Berkeley CA 94707 Please preserve these critical wetlands.

Steve Robey Berkeley CA 94708-1229

Susanna Marshland Berkeley CA 94707

Tamara Mau Berkeley CA 94720

Please protect Newark Baylands from the Mowry Village development.  

This wetland is critical to the health of the bay and protecting 

surrounding areas from rising sea levels. It is irresponsible and immoral 

to develop this area for homes. We need to make this area climate 

resilient with restored wetlands. 

Carol Hirth Berkeley, CA  94702CA 94702

Tina Ann Bolinas CA 94924-0265

Val Cole Bonny Doon CA 95060

Dyan Osborne Brentwood CA 94513

Mario Loya Brentwood CA 94513

This development plan does not seem wise and beneficial to all possible 

stakeholders. Find another area to build and profit. That's what is 

happening!

Jessie Bourke Broomfield CO 80021

From a 74-year-old woman New Jersey born and raised, save the 

wetlands.

Madison Cline Campbell CA 95008

David Gill Canton OH 44714

Julie Coldicott Chalfont St Giles HP92TE

calvin fong Concord CA 93518

David Baer Concord CA 94518

Jean Evans Concord CA 94518

Timothy Burgess Concord CA 94518-2332 Protect Newark Baylands

Cathleen Tandy Cotati CA 94931

David A GROVER Cupertino, Santa Clara, CACA 95014

Bruce Muirhead Danville CA 94526

Frank Verstraete Davis CA 95616

Patricia Voydanoff Dayton OH 45459

Shelley Jackson Worstell Denver CO 80232

Ken Back Dublin CA 94568
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Nancie Ryan Dublin CA 94568

Say No to the Proposed "Mowry Village" Development! Instead, Preserve 

and Restore Newark's Baylands to Support the Climate Resilience of San 

Francisco Bay and the Newark Community.

Surinder Kaur Dublin CA 94568

Alex Anderson East Palo AltoCA 94303

Save the Bay. Convert the auto dump into a park for people to walk and 

ride through and enjoy the wonderful bay. Create and sustain our 

important wetlands. More infill housing and more multi-story dwellings. 

Don't build on the Bay!

Lynda Heideman East Palo AltoCA 94303

Developing Newark's Baylands gives away land that is critical to the long-

term resilience of San Francisco Bay to climate change and that has long 

been identified as a priority addition to the Don Edwards San Francisco 

Bay National Wildlife Refuge. And it puts residents in a flood zone at risk 

of sea level rise. Please say "no" to development and "yes" to preserving 

and restoring Newark's Baylands for the good of the environment and of 

the Newark community.

Maureen Roddy East Palo AltoCA 94303

Thomas Goroshko East Palo AltoCA 94303 Baylands aren't an appropriate place for new housing development 

Holly Forbes El Cerrito CA 94530

Laura Brainin-Rodriguez El Cerrito CA 94530

It is time for us to plan for a future full of climate threats that is closer 

than ever. Wetlands are nature's sponges and are essential to preventing 

property damage when sea levels rise. 





We have only to look at Florida to see the risk of building on wetlands. 

We are at risk of becoming equally uninsurable.

Robin Mitchell EL CERRITO CA 94530

Sheila Tarbet El Cerrito CA 94530

Susan Hampton El Cerrito CA 94530
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Andrew Carothers-Liske Emeryville CA 94608

The last thing we need here along the east Bayshore of San Francisco Bay 

is further encroachment upon our wetlands. With climate change now 

very much evident we need to do everything we can to enhance and 

restore our tidal marshlands as they act as a very important buffer to 

storm surges while providing habitat for many species of migratory birds 

and also serving as a critical nursery for native fish and countless insects 





Please say no to the Developers' insatiable greed. 





Andrew and Jennifer Carothers-liske Oakland, CA

Elizabeth Merritt Emeryville CA 94608 Please protect our wetlands for future generations!

John Scheuerman Emeryville CA 94608

Maia Tekle Emeryville CA 94608

michael Scaringe Emeryville CA 94608

Myra Chachkin Emeryville CA 94608

Nora Papian Eureka CA 95501

Richard Wood Fairfield CA 94533 We have the same problems in Fairfield/Suisun City.  Time to wake up!

K Burnham Folsom CA 95630

Terence Carroll Forest KnollsCA 94933 Please reject this ill-advised development proposal.

Elaine Mihailoff Foster City CA 94404

Joanna Koziara Foster City CA 94404

Please Say No to the Proposed "Mowry Village" Development! Its so 

important to Preserve and Restore Newarkâ€™s Baylands to Support the 

Climate Resilience of San Francisco Bay and the Newark Community.

Terry Blanchard Foster City CA 94404

We need to be saving wetlands around the Bay and creating more 

through restoration, not impacting them just to build housing at this 

moment in time when it may turn out to be totally wrong in the future.

Connie Rogers Gilroy CA 95020

Celena Blatenszky Hamilton ON L8M 1P3

Benjamin Arnold-Galati Hayward CA 94544

Christopher Diaz Hayward CA 94544
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Danny K. Hayward CA 94544 save newark baylands!!

Deborah Brusco Hayward CA 94541

Gisselle Arevalo Hayward CA 94544

Hiya Verma Hayward CA 94542

Isabela Nayak Hayward CA 94545

Janelle Leuterio Hayward CA 94544

Minane Jameson Hayward CA 94544

Please pay attention to what is happening all over the world: climate 

catastrophes everywhere! Floods, sea level rise, unaffordable insurance, 

or none at all....On top of this, earthquakes, liquefaction and soil 

erosion....don't put more people at risk and protect wetlands for wildlife. 

Natallie Raye Salacup Hayward CA 94544

Paxton Trang Hayward CA 94545

Phuong Thy Nguyen Hayward CA 94544

Reann Young Hayward CA 94544

sabrina vallejo Hayward CA 94544

Stephanie Kurniawan Hayward CA 94541

Tri Do Hayward CA 94542

Tyler Dragoni Hayward CA 94541

The city of Newark must not sacrifice the wetlands on the alter of growth 

and budget fear mongering. 

Zoe Cronin Hayward CA 94545

Paul W Rea Hayward CA 94541

For a raft of reasons, the Mowry Village proposal is a bad idea. Not the 

least of these is that marshlands provide a carbon sink, a key step in the 

struggle to contain climate chaos. 

Diane Carriger Healdsburg CA 95448

Although housing is a major problem everywhere, preserving these 

marshlands should take priority.  Both for the present, and for the future.

lesley stansfield Healdsburg CA 95448 Don't pave over this land!

David Lewis Kensington CA 94708

Karen Berger La Crescenta - MontroseCA 91020

Alison Hill Lafayette CA 94549

Barb DelPrete Lakeville CT 6039

Joan Smith Larkspur CA 94904

Collette Wilson Livermore CA 94550
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Lawrence Thompson Livermore CA 94550 Act to fight climate change and to preserve open spaces.

Rajitha Vemuri Livermore CA 94550

Parvati Dutta Los Altos CA 94022 It is really important that we protect wetlands immediately.

Nancy Eranosian Los Altos HillsCA 94022-1428

It boggles my mind that anyone, in this day and age of climate change 

and rising ocean levels, would propose building housing along the San 

Francisco Bay. I guess the only winners are the developers.  New 

residents in the proposed housing face flooding, and the SF Bay's 

resilience to climate change is dangerously threatened. Please do the 

right thing and develop the land into park space where needed, and 

preserve and restore Newark's baylands to support the climate resilience 

of SF Bay and the Newark community.


Pat Lang Los Altos HillsCA 94022

Jean Struthers struthers Los Altos Hills ca.CA 94022 Save the Bay

Antoinette Nolan Los Angeles CA 90710

TIA TRIPLETT Los Angeles CA 90066

Anne Hansen Menlo Park CA 94025

Please protect our natural land from developers who the ones benefiting 

from these types of projects with huge profits.

Chris MacIntosh Menlo Park CA 94026

This area has far more value to Newark residents as wetlands -- which 

will help protect during climate change -- and as green space which is 

important for mental and physical health.

Gabrielle Johnck Menlo Park CA 94025

Newark area 4 is clearly an old salt pond that must be returned to the 

Bay. Sea level rise will take this area back in the near future. The toxic 

damage caused by the junk yard needs to be repaired and the area 

returned to marshes.  Please!  Follow the science. 


LydIa Lee Menlo Park CA 94025

I'm a big proponent of more housing, but the location of this site seems 

more suitable for wetlands restoration, which has to be a priority given 

climate change and sea level rise. 

Michelle MacKenzie Menlo Park CA 94025

Peter Schaffer Menlo Park CA 94025

Polly  P Wingfield Menlo Park CA 94025
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steve schmidt Menlo Park CA 94025

With sea levels rising this is a terrible location for any thing other than 

cleanup and wetland restoration. A leaky junkyard on the edge of the 

Bay. It's a sad comment on our past careless attitude towards nature.

Val Prainito Menlo Park CA 94025

Carson Cox Mill Valley CA 94941

Linda Rames Mill Valley CA 94941 Nothing should be built on wetlands.  

Warren M. Gold Mill Valley CA 94941

Esther Duong Milpitas CA 95035

Kathryn Choudhury Moraga CA 94556

Annette Herz Mountain ViewCA 94040

Say No to the Proposed "Mowry Village" Development! Instead, Preserve 

and Restore Newarkâ€™s Baylands to Support the Climate Resilience of 

San Francisco Bay and the Newark Community.


We can not live once our Bay is destroyed ! This area is WAY too sensitive 

for human development. 

Annette Herz Mountain ViewCA 94040

The wetlands is what makes this place so special on earth. So much is lost 

already and itâ€™s home to so many species of wildlife. Please protect 

what we can ! Once paradise is paved over itâ€™s done. 

Cheryl Woodward Mountain ViewCA 94040

Christopher Cosner Mountain ViewCA 94040 Absurd

Cyril Bouteille Mountain ViewCA 94043

David Paradise Mountain ViewCA 94040

Jade Brooks Mountain ViewCA 94041 Building on wetlands will cause flooding

Karen Paradise Mountain ViewCA 94040

Please preserve what no other city on the Bay has and make Newark a 

landmark for all the right reasons.  Please say yes to saving Newark Area 

4.

Kermit Cuff Mountain ViewCA 94041

Berivan Tamsen New York NY 11249

Rachel Kueny New York NY 11231

A California native, it pains me to read about this greed-driven, short 

sighted plan. Please protect the Newark Baylands! 

Allison Bell Oakland CA 94609

Andrew Aldrich Oakland CA 94602

Beth Wurzburg Oakland CA 94602

Deja Perry Oakland CA 94612
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Don Seaver Oakland CA 94618 Are they insane?!

Ed Mechem Oakland CA 94611

Elizabeth H Porter Oakland CA 94610 New housing is desperately needed, but not in flood zones!

Ellen Gierson Oakland CA 94609

We MUSt permanently protect Newark's baylands! Do not develop 

hundreds of housing units on Area 4!

Eric knecht Oakland CA 94602

Federico R Oakland CA 94601

George Siedel Oakland CA 94611

Greg Townsend Oakland CA 94607 Thank you!

Jan Tomsic Oakland CA 94605

Please preserve and restore Newark's Baylands to support the climate 

resilience of SF Bay and the Newark community.


Thank you so much!

Janet Parkins Oakland CA 94611

Jennifer  Cardoza Oakland CA 94610

Jess Beebe Oakland CA 94602

As a member of the board of directors of Golden Gate Bird Alliance 

(formerly Golden Gate Audubon Society) and the chair of GGBA's Climate 

Committee, I urge the Newark City Council to protect this land, which is 

critical to climate resilience for people and the ecosystem as a whole. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Judith Smith Oakland CA 94601 STOP DESTROYING WHAT'S LEFT OF OUR NATURAL LANDS!

Kat Ferreira Oakland CA 94601

Kathleen Tandy Oakland CA 94611 I go birding there. I would hate to lose it.

kathy jarrett Oakland CA 94618

For many years I have bicycled the Alameda Creek Trail and have seen 

how important Newark Area 4 is to the area's wildlife. It is totally 

inappropriate to develop this area for housing.

Larisa Shaterian Oakland CA 94606

Wetlands are wetland restoration are some of the most vital ecosystems 

in terms of mitigating the disasters of climate change. 

Leslie Gould Oakland CA 94619

lin Griffith Oakland CA 94619-2211

Marcia Kolb Oakland CA 94618

Marcia Pratt Oakland CA 94606 Protect our Baylands!

Martha Lincoln Oakland CA 94605-2306

Maxwell Davis Oakland CA 94611

Merriam Luskin Oakland CA 94619
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Michael Henn Oakland CA 94610

Michele Korb Oakland CA 94610

Please preserve these protected lands.


Nancy Havassy Oakland CA 94611

Nicole Jurjavcic Oakland CA 94602

Paul Koehler Oakland CA 94611

Reva Fabrikant Oakland CA 94611

Ryan Lester Oakland CA 94611

Sam Talarigo Oakland CA 94618

Shelby Solomon Oakland CA 94611

Susan McCutchan Oakland CA 94611

Tara Parker-Essig Oakland CA 94611

Open park space is a necessity for every city in the Bay Area, and both 

myself as a visitor and my friends in Newark would appreciate the 

bayshore be kept open both for our mental health and enjoyment, but 

also as protection against rising sea levels. Thank you for making wise 

choices!

Victoria Whitman Oakland CA 94602

Wendy Tokuda Oakland CA 94618

The Newark Baylands are precious for wildlife and irreplaceable. They are 

a buffer against sea  level rise, which is inevitable given climate change. 

You have the opportunity here to make the bay more resilient! Please do 

not allow development in the Newark Baylands. 

William Mitchell Oakland CA 94611

Wendy Anderson Oceanside CA 92056

Carol Pachl Orinda CA 94563

Please save Newark Area 4 from development. This land needs to be 

parkland and a buffer for sea level raise.

Mark Ashby Orinda CA 94563

Victoria Berbeck Orinda CA 945636

Susan DesJardin Pacifica CA 94044

George Raymond Palm SpringsCA 92262

Clifford A Greek Palo Alto CA 94301-3019 No Mowry Village!
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Deborah Rose Palo Alto CA 94303

Don't destroy more of mother nature. We've already done a spectacular 

job of endangering every human being in all living organisms on this 

earth. The project to build more homes with such a grossly inappropriate 

design has to be stopped.

Emily Renzel Palo Alto CA 94301

Please reject development proposals for Area 4.  It's a vital area for 

resilience to global warming and, of course, of immense value as refugia 

for wildlife.

Florence LaRiviere Palo Alto CA 94306

Judith Appleby Palo Alto CA 94301

Mary Lautner Palo Alto CA 94306 I have visited this area a lot of support preserving wetlands.

Lisa Landis Petaluma CA 94954

Rodriguez Irene Pinole CA 94564

Patricia Derickson Pleasant Hill CA 94523 Please preserve the wetlands!

Jack China Pleasanton CA 94588

Tom Manger Pleasanton CA 94566-7401

Sea level rise is unavoidable at this point. The Bay Area needs more 

housing units, but it doesnâ€™t make sense to build in areas threatened 

by these sea level rides.

Madison Murphy Puyallup WA 98374

Aja Yee Redwood CityCA 94065

Connor Summers Redwood CityCA 94065

Dennis Ruby Redwood CityCA 94062

Three East Bay women, Sylvia McLaughlin, Esther Guilck and Kay Kerr, 

saw the Bay being destroyed and saved it.  Now YOU want to continue 

with the destruction.  Do the right thing for future generations, not for 

the money grab now.

Judith Kirk Redwood CityCA 94062

Newark already has so much property to protect from sea-level rise; it is 

ridiculous to add a "village" to protect in addition. The land was supposed 

to be a park for the people of Newark; that is what it should be.  The 500 

acres of wetlands and uplands are crucial for supporting the resilience of 

SF Bay to climate change that is already here. Building on these lands is 

putting more residents in a flood zone. The bay belongs to all of us, not 

to the developers who will build and then leave the flood risks and bay 

degradation that will result. Please do not allow this "village".

Marsha Cohen Redwood CityCA 94063
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Quinn Summers Redwood CityCA 94065

Steven Russell Redwood CityCA 94061

I volunteer frequently with Save the Bay and other organizations doing 

restoration work around the Bay to protect already-developed areas 

from flooding. Please do not put more people in harm's way with this 

proposed development.

thalia lubin redwood cityCA 94062

Erika Helene Richmond CA 94804

Garth Casaday Richmond CA 94803

Kenneth Washburn Richmond CA 94801

Leigh Castellon Richmond CA 94804

Martha Booz Richmond CA 94803

I support this petition, and think that Newark should follow the 

recommendations of the people circulating this petition. 

Sheila Dickie Richmond CA 94804

I am writing to ask the city council to say no to Mowry Village. We have 

paved over far too much, lost habitat, and need to reverse this trend if 

we have any hope of preserving species. With 3 billion birds lost in North 

America over the last three decades we have to do the right thing now. 

The buck stops with you.

Susan Worden Rio Vista CA 94571

Sarah Millus Rohnert ParkCA 94928

Jerry Riverd Roosevelt NY 11575

Mary Appel Sacramento CA 95816 We need to preserve what little wetlands we have left. 

Valary Bloom Sacramento CA 95826 Protect Newark Baylands!

Angela Rex Salyer CA 95563

David Tomb San AnselmoCA 94960

Mowry Village development is a very bad idea.


If this were in a movie the developers were certainly be the bad guys. 

You should be embarrassed 

renee moresco San Carlos CA 94070

Rocco Orsini San Carlos CA 94070

Wetlands are more critical now than ever due to rising ocean levels. In 

the San Francisco Bay, only 15% of historical estuarine wetlands remain. 

The situation is nearly as bad in Southern California. The attendant loss of 

shoreline is an existential threat to housing and the State economy. Save 

Newark Area 4.

Teri Yazdi San Carlos CA 94070
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Ann Cromey San FranciscoCA 94114

Please save the Newark Baylands for parks!  We must preserve the land 

for wildlife and for the health of our planet.  Do not allow development 

on those precious wetlands.


Anne Szkatulski San FranciscoCA 94107

Anthony L. Barreiro San FranciscoCA 94110

Arthur Feinstein San FranciscoCA 94107

Beth Cataldo San FranciscoCA 94118

Brian Calcagno San FranciscoCA 94121

Brion Charles San FranciscoCA 94115

Catherine Lewis San FranciscoCA 94112

Wetlands are so important for wildlife and balance, and we have so few 

of them left! Please do not let what little we have left be paved over. 

Charles Kaupp San FranciscoCA 94112

colleen irwin San FranciscoCA 94110

Undeveloped wetlands must be preserved. We have 2% left of the Bay 

Area wetlands which are a vital carbon sink. Development or INFILL as it 

is designated in the Mowry Village proposal puts communities of renters 

and POC disproportionately at risk for flooding. 

Dan Richman san franciscoCA 94114

You happen to sit on one of the most vital environmental  areas in the 

Bay. Like it or not, you must take this fact into consideration any time 

you plan anything around there. Leave the place alone! Allow it to do its 

job. 

Dan Richman san franciscoCA 94114

It is amazing how we, especially "leaders," ignore impending doom, 

especially if necessary remedial steps threaten to interrupt the flow of 

money.

Ellen Koivisto San FranciscoCA 94122

Fred Sarno San FranciscoCA 94121

Ilene Oba San FranciscoCA 94116-1841

Jackie Pomies San FranciscoCA 94122

Jeffrey Pekrul San FranciscoCA 94114
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John Spallone San FranciscoCA 94103-3382

This development will not only alter a wetland area that will be 

increasingly necessary for resilience against sea level rise. It would also 

leave many of the residents of the development at risk for flood damage 

to their homes. It's a terrible idea, on multiple counts. 

Josh Schechtel San FranciscoCA 94107

Please listen to the science behind the voices to save the Newark 

wetlands. Thank you!

Judith Pynn San FranciscoCA 94122

Justin Truong San FranciscoCA 94112

K R San FranciscoCA 94117

Karen Kirschling San FranciscoCA 94117

Lindsey May San FranciscoCA 94110

Martin Horwitz San FranciscoCA 94122

Mary Belshe San FranciscoCA 94109

Mary Betlach San FranciscoCA 94131

Matt Hill San FranciscoCA 94110

Nancy Arbuckle San FranciscoCA 94109

Noreen Weeden San FranciscoCA 94107

Noreen Weeden San FranciscoCA 94107

Noreen Weeden San FranciscoCA 94107

Parambir Gadiock San FranciscoCA 94110

Paula Katz San FranciscoCA 94116

Peter Xebix San FranciscoCA 94104

Raja Anderson San FranciscoCA 94105

Robert Hall San FranciscoCA 94117

Ruth Gravanis San FranciscoCA 94131

Shirley Foreman San FranciscoCA 94115

Stephen Pacheco San FranciscoCA 94112

Susan Mullaney San FranciscoCA 94122

Valerie Ishida San FranciscoCA 94116

Allan Campbell San Jose CA 95132

Chirag Amin San Jose CA 95125
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Daphne Zhu San Jose CA 95129

The health of our environment, wildlife, and people should be our 

highest priority. Protect our planet and the precious resources and 

services it provides. Protect our local habitats and all the life they 

support.

Diana Morgan-Hickey San Jose CA 95129-1856

donguri kuma San Jose CA 95002

James Marshall San Jose CA 95125

Jennifer Adams San Jose CA 95126

Please priorities nature base solutions and green space over developed of 

wetlands that are vital to protecting the Bay Area to Sea Level Rise and 

Ground water rise. 

Jimmie Yonemoto San Jose CA 95126

Joan Mancini San Jose CA 95134

Julia Howlett San Jose CA 95112

Keith Wandry San Jose CA 95128

Don't make a decision that will make future generations look back with 

disdain and wonder why you did not protect this area.





Protect it and you will be view as heroes..





Thank you for doing the right thing and making a real difference for 

future generations.

Kim briones San Jose CA 95128

Newark City Council, Please say No to the proposed "Mowry Village" 

Development! Instead, please preserve and restore Newark's baylands to 

support the climate resilience of San Francisco Bay and the Newark 

community. 

Mani Bekele San Jose CA 95112

Mark Sutherland San Jose CA 95125

Matthew Cukier San Jose CA 95134

Nicole Polanski San Jose CA 95134

Patrice Shaffer San Jose CA 95110

Rashmika Kommidi San Jose CA 95135

Stella Yang San Jose CA 95129

DESFBNWR is an amazing resource at our doorstep. I have spent many 

wonderful hours there. I would like to see it expanded, not reduced.
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Stephen Buckhout San Jose CA 95129

We are so fortunate to have DESFBNWR in our area, accessible to 

everyone with a need or desire to connect with nature. We should be 

working to expand it, not reduce it, especially since it can help us adapt 

to climate change.

Tara Lee San Jose CA 95123

We canâ€™t get back precious wetlands once developed. Please develop 

within the city core instead.

Ted Fishman San Jose CA 95123

Vaishali Ravikumar San Jose CA 95129

AJ Cho San Leandro CA 94579

Ana Paredes San Leandro CA 94579

Deborah Kramer San Leandro CA 94577

Douglas Spalding San Leandro CA 94577

Gianna Geronimo San Leandro CA 94579

Lawrence Abbott San Leandro CA 94577

Please do the right thing and conserve this critically important open 

space! 

Patricia Paredes San Leandro CA 94579

Sharon Morris San Leandro CA 94577

Felicitas Jimenez San Lorenzo CA 94580 Please dont let this happen 

Josh H San Lorenzo CA 94580

Kris Palmer San Lorenzo CA 94580 Please, save these wetlands!

Miao He San Lorenzo CA 94580

Please say No to the Proposed "Mowry Village" Development! Instead, 

Preserve and Restore Newark's Baylands to Support the Climate 

Resilience of San Francisco Bay and the Newark Community. 

Mimi Dean San Lorenzo CA 94580

Save our precious baylands. Climate change is real. Sea level rise is real. 

No development along the San Francisco Bay shoreline ever.

Samantha Alvarez San Lorenzo CA 94580

Joyce Pennell San Mateo CA 94402

Val farrelly San Mateo CA 94403

Lori Kegler San Pedro CA 90731-6213

Chelsea Hernandez San Rafael CA 94901

Abdullah Rayees Santa Clara CA 95051

Clysta Seney Santa Clara CA 95050

Christopher Reiger Santa Rosa CA 95405

Dawn Peterson Santa Rosa CA 95404
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Gretchen Whisenand Santa Rosa CA 95404

Exactly the wrong place for housing! Parkland can adapt to sea level rise; 

homes can't.

Jana Mariposa Niernberger MuharSanta Rosa CA 95401-5539

Natasha Granoff Santa Rosa CA 95405

To develop in the path of sea level rise takes the cake for human hubris, 

stupidity, and financial ignorance. Not to mention, you obviously don't 

care about your children and grandchildren. 

Richard Fairfield Santa Rosa CA 95407

Wendy Krupnick Santa Rosa CA 95401

I may not live very close to this area but what happens around the Bay 

affects all of us in the greater Bay Area. To any of us paying attention to 

our rapidly changing climate, business as usual is not working any more 

and will only lead to more catastrophes.

AA-Ross R Sebastopol CA 95473

Sounds like a really bad idea to build homes where flooding is expected, 

unless the builder sets aside funds to raise every home for next 100 

years.

les roberts Serafina NM 87569

Laurie Graham South San FranciscoCA 94080

C Rut Stanford CA 94305

Jennifer Schally Stillwater MN 55082

Pam Rapp Stockton CA 95207

Edwin Aiken Sunnyvale CA 94087

Frederique Waiblinger Sunnyvale CA 94087

Kirsten Holmquist Sunnyvale CA 94089

Lawrence Rosenblum Sunnyvale CA 94086

I believe the most important and urgent use for the Newark baylands is 

to restore them to their natural condition and make them part of the 

Don Edwards SF Bay National Wildlife Refuge.

Vinayak Hebbagil Sunnyvale CA 94087

Pat Whitesides Toledo OH 43606

Perry Gx Tustin CA 92780 Time Is Now To Protect Newark Baylands Period.

Larry Sheehy Ukiah CA 95482

Ambike Bebbe Union City CA 94587

Angela Ramos Union City CA 94587

CLAUDETTE Begin Union City CA 94587

Diane Dulkevich Union City CA 94587

We need to protect the wetlands.  You don't need to ruin every little 

space.  Protects the wildlife also
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homirah amiri Union city CA 94587

Please build elsewhere. This area needs to be protected to protect the 

wildlife and to encourage repopulation of at-risk wildlife 

John Chan Union City CA 94587

Judy Tokubo Union City CA 94587

Julie Ballard Union City CA 94587

There are way too many housing tracts already in Newark. Please 

preserve one of the last beautiful open areas! NO TO THE MOWRY 

VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT!!

Kashmir Shahi Union City CA 94587

Marianne Pitta Union City CA 94587 No more, enough is enough! 

Michelle Lenchenko Union City CA 94587 Too crowded

Olga Albanes Union City CA 94587 No more development

Phic Dai Union City CA 94587 Wetland preservation is critical to mitigate the dangers of climate change

Subru Bhat Union City CA 94587 No development in the wetlands

Virginia Cummins Union City CA 94587

Mike Voydanoff Valley CenterCA 92082

CARL LUHRING Vista CA 92083

Cornelia Diessner Walnut CreekCA 94597

Elizabeth Hudson Walnut creekCA 94598

Building in an area that is projected to be in a flood zone is irresponsible, 

both to the people who would live there and the rest of the state that 

will have to pay to bail them out when their homes are damaged.  Please 

don't increase the problems of the future by allowing building in this 

area. 

Elizabeth Hudson Walnut creekCA 94598

Development in areas prone to flood or have sea level rise only benefits 

the developer who makes the upfront profit. The residents, city, county 

and state will get the bill for damage from natural disasters that are 

increasing with climate change.  Allowing building in a zone like this is 

irresponsible. 

Karen Perkins Walnut CreekCA 94595

Linda Hall Walnut CreekCA 94596

Nancy L. Thursby Walnut CreekCA 94595

Rochelle Fortier Walnut CreekCA 94597

Suhaila Khan Walnut CreekCA 94595

Gita Dev woodside CA 94062
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Allison Bogisich 94560

As climate change becomes more of a threat, disrupting communities 

more frequently and making weather patterns more sporadic and 

unpredictable- it is imperative to protect the natural buffers we have at 

the shoreline. Because trying to course correct later will cost even more 

financially, and likely not be as effective. Think of places like the Maldives 

and Venice that are already having to deal with with rising tides. It is only 

a matter of time, please donâ€™t make a bad issue worse. Protect 

Newarkâ€™s shorelines.

Cynthia McLean 94598-4604

I grew up nearby and Newark has always been a forward thinking city.  

Please don't let this become an irretrievable and  regrettable misstep in a 

currently well developed community.

David Coleman CA 95426

What are the insurance companies saying/doing. If the developers 

cannot get insurance they cannot build.

Katherine Geng 94760

Lorna Janes 94536

Paula DeFelice 93803

Rishi Janga 98655

Robbie Paplin WA 98029

Sandra Muszynski MI 48438

Sue Schlesinger 94062

Please do not pave these wetlands. They are vitally important as sea 

levels rise, among other reasons. 

Taliyah Harvey CA 94560

Teruku Sato WA 98536
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Sent via electronic mail 
Art Interiano, Deputy Community Development Director 
City of Newark 
37101 Newark Boulevard       July 22, 2024 
Newark, CA  94560 
ART.INTERIANO@newark.org 
 

Re: Sensitive information 

Dear Mr. Interiano, 

The Citizens Committee to Complete the Refuge (CCCR) has obtained, through a Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) Request, information regarding the results of trapping for the federally listed endangered salt marsh 
harvest mouse within Sub Area D of the Area 3 & 4 Specific Area Plan and feel it is important this information 
be shared with the City of Newark. The study is entitled, “ Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse Study Report – Newark, 
CA,” dated February 2019 (2019 Study) [Attachment A]. We are uncertain of who commissioned the study or 
why it was requested. 

The report we are sharing with you contains sensitive information regarding trapping locations and 
occurrences of the salt marsh harvest mouse that we believe should not be made public. In the past, under 
different ownership, areas of known salt marsh harvest mouse occurrences were disced following disclosure of 
trapping results [Attachment B]. For this reason, we strongly urge that the actual locations where salt marsh 
harvest mice were trapped, not be publicly shared. 

The Mowry Village draft environmental impact report (DEIR) states on page 3-71 “does not occur within the 
study area but is located within 300 feet of the study area.” We do not know if the source of the information 
quoted is from the attached 2019 Study. The occurrence within 300 feet differs from the information provided 
on p. 3-75 of the DEIR: 

“No suitable habitat for salt marsh harvest mouse is present on the study area and no surveys 
have been conducted on the project site for this species. The nearest CNDDB reported 
occurrence of salt marsh harvest mouse documents two individuals caught during a trapping 
survey approximately 1,500 feet south of the study area across the ACFC&WCD Line D. The 
record dates to 1985 and individuals were trapped on the edge of a salt marsh that abut a 
disked field (CFDW 2021). This record occurs within an expanse of salt marsh habitat.  
 
The study area does not contain suitable habitat for salt marsh harvest mouse. The 
ruderal/developed habitat in the main portion of the study area is located over 2,000 feet 
north of suitable marsh habitat that could support this species and is separated from this 
habitat by the ACFC&WCD Line D which is a barrier to dispersal for salt marsh harvest mouse. 
The southern tip of the site that contains the auto wrecking yard and stormwater detention 

Citizens Committee to Complete the Refuge 

P.O. Box 23957, San Jose CA  95137       Tel: 650-493-5540           Email: cccrrefuge@gmail.com           www.bayrefuge.org 

CITIZENS COMMITTEE TO 
COMPLETE THE REFUGE 

mailto:ART.INTERIANO@newark.org
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basins is located adjacent to salt marsh habitat that is suitable for use by salt marsh harvest 
mouse. However, the auto wrecking yard and stormwater detention basins themselves are 
developed and in active use and as such do not provide suitable habitat for salt marsh harvest 
mouse.” [emphasis added] 

Contrary to the information provided in the DEIR, the 2019 Study clearly demonstrates that not only 
does suitable habitat for the salt marsh harvest mouse exist within SubArea D, but that there are 
known occurrences of the mouse within SubArea D from as recent as October 2018, five years prior 
to the release of the DEIR. 

The trapping effort from the 2019 Study was concentrated in the southwestern portion of SubArea D. 
It raises the question of whether additional survey work has been conducted within other portions of 
SubArea D that do not appear on the CNDDB database. Pickleweed habitat has existed in the eastern 
side of the proposed Mowry Village Project [Attachment C].  

Based upon the results of the 2019 Study, SubArea D does provide suitable habitat for the salt marsh 
harvest mouse. Potentially suitable habitat for the salt marsh harvest mouse exists on the eastern 
side of the proposed project as well, including the more upland portions of the site.  

The salt marsh harvest mouse has been documented to move into adjacent upland areas/agricultural 
fields. Smith1 reported that salt marsh harvest mice have been trapped in high management 
treatment habitats after the area had been recently disced. 

Because the salt marsh harvest mouse has been detected to the west of the project location, and 
because the salt marsh harvest mouse has been detected in agricultural and disced areas adjacent to 
their preferred pickleweed habitat, we urge that the City require protocol level surveys be conducted 
for salt marsh harvest mouse on all undeveloped portions of SubArea D. 

The draft EIR should be recirculated for public and agency comment including this significant new 
information. (See Laurel Heights Improvement Ass’n v. Regents of Univ. of Cal. (1993) 6 Cal.4th 1112, 
1130; 14 Cal. Code Regs. § 15088(a).) Without accurate baseline information documenting SMHM 
habitat at the Project site, the existing draft EIR is so fundamentally inadequate as to fail to evaluate a 
critical project effect. (See, Mountain Lion Coalition v. Fish & Game Comm’n (1989) 214 Cal.App.3d 
1043. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
Carin High 
CCCR 
 

 

 
1 Smith, Katherine. Emerging Perspective on Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse Conservation and Management – Ducks, Dikes and 
Demographics. 2014. California Department of Fish and Wildlife, UC Davis. Bay Delta Science Conference. 
https://scienceconf2014.deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/uploads/2014-10-30-306PM1-SMITH.pdf 
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From: Grefsrud, Marcia@Wildlife
To: Art Interiano
Cc: howardhigh1@comcast.net; Faridi, Jason@Wildlife
Subject: Mowry Village DEIR
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 8:13:20 AM

ALERT: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Report to City of Newark IT Help Desk if found suspicious.

Dear Mr. Interiano,
I received a copy of the letter to you from Citizens Committee to Complete the Refuge regarding the
possibility of salt marsh harvest mouse (SMHM) at Area D in Newark.  I reviewed the SMHM trapping
study conducted for Newark Partners and reached out to Dr. Gretchen Flohr who conducted the
study.  Dr. Flohr agrees that SMHM could be in other areas and also recommends the City conduct
additional trapping.
 
SMHM are a fully protected species under the Fish & Game Code.  Fully protected species may not
be taken or possessed at any time, except for necessary scientific research, including efforts for
recovery therefore we cannot issue an incidental take permit for this species and the project must
avoid impacts to them.  CDFW supports additional trapping in this area for purposes of scientific
research.
 
Thank you for your consideration,
 
Marcia Grefsrud
Environmental Scientist
California Department of Fish & Wildlife
Bay Delta Region
2825 Cordelia Road, Suite 100
Fairfield, CA  94534
(707) 644-2812
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