ORDINANCE NO. 556

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWARK
REPEALING SECTION 15.04.030 OF TITLE 15 “BUILDINGS AND
CONSTRUCTION” OF THE NEWARK MUNICIPAL CODE IN ORDER TO
CONFORM TO THE UPDATES IN THE 2025 BUILDING STANDARDS CODE
THAT ARE ADOPTED

WHEREAS, the California Building Standards Commission has adopted a new Title 24
of the California Code of Regulations, also referred to as the 2025 California Building Standards
Code, that will become effective statewide on January 1, 2026; and

WHEREAS, currently Title 15 “Buildings and Construction” Article 1 “Building
Regulations” of the City of Newark Municipal Code adopted the building standards contained in
the 2019 versions of the California Building Code, the California Residential Code, the California
Fire Code, the California Green Building Standards Code, the California Plumbing Code, the
California Mechanical Code, and the California Electrical Code, California Administrative Code,
as such Codes are approved by the State Building Standards Commission (collectively, the
“California Building Standards Code”); and

WHEREAS, the updated California Building Standards Code becomes effective within
the City on January 1, 2026, and Title 15 is updated by default to incorporate the California
Building Standards Code without local amendments; and

WHEREAS, the updated California Building Standards Code has added language that
make Section 15.04.030 of the Newark Municipal Code unnecessary; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that no additional environmental review is necessary
because this Ordinance is not a project that has the potential to cause substantial or potentially
substantial, adverse change in the environment and qualifies for an exemption under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15061 (b) (3), and further, the Ordinance
establishes standards for the approval of ministerial projects that are not themselves subject to
CEQA review.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWARK DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Recitals.

The forgoing Recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein by this reference.

SECTION 2. Code Revisions.

Section 15.04.030 of the Newark Municipal Code is repealed in its entirety.

SECTION 3. Severability.




If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to
be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the ordinance.
The City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted the ordinance, and each section,
subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that one or more sections,
subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared invalid.

SECTION 4. Adoption.

This Ordinance shall take effect on the later of thirty (30) days after passage or on January 1,
2026, and shall within fifteen (15) days after passage, be published in accordance with Section
36933 of the Government Code of the State of California.

The foregoing ordinance was introduced and read before the City Council of the City of
Newark by Council Member Jorgens at the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of
Newark held on September 25, 2025.

This ordinance was read at the regular meeting of the City Council held November 13,
2025. Council Member Catancio moved that it be adopted and passed, which motion was duly
seconded, and said ordinance was passed and adopted.

AYES: Council Members Catancio, Grindall, Jorgens, Vice Mayor Little and
Mayor Hannon

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

SECONDED: Vice Mayor Little

APPROVED: MICHAEL K. HANNON
Mayor
ATTEST: NEETU SALWAN
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM: KRISTOPHER J. KOKOTAYLO
City Attorney

Publication: The Tri City Voice, November 25, 2025
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