CITY OF NEWARK
CITY COUNCIL

City Administration Building, City Council Chambers

NEWARK 37101 Newark Boulevard, Newark, CA 94560 | (510) 578-4266 | E-mail: city.clerk@newark.org

Minutes
Thursday, October 23, 2025

A. ROLL CALL

Mayor Hannon called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m. Council Members Jorgens,

Grindall, Catancio and Vice Mayor Little were present.
Mayor Hannon asked Rosario Avila, president of the Newark Memorial High School

Puente Club, to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor Hannon announced that he would adjourn this meeting in memory of former
Vice Mayor Sucy Collazo’s mother, Ercilia Villarreal, who passed away recently.

B. PRESENTATIONS

1. Senator Dr. Aisha Wahab California legislative update

Senator Wahab gave a presentation on what her office has accomplished during the
past year for District 10 and presented the City of Newark with a check for $1M for
improvements to Ash Street Park facilities.

2. Commending Newark Days Committee

Mayor Hannon presented the proclamation to Newark Days, Inc. President
Laurie Gratz and members of the committee.

3. Proclaiming Filipino American History Month

Mayor Hannon asked members of the Filipino community to join him at the
podium to receive the proclamation.
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4. Proclaiming Hispanic and Latino Heritage Month

Mayor Hannon presented the proclamation to former Vice Mayor Sucy Collazo
and members of Avanzado, Promotores, and the Puente Project.

5. Proclaiming October as Promotores Month

Mayor Hannon presented the proclamation to Edda Rivera and members of
Promotores.

6. Proclaiming National Arts and Humanities Month
Mayor Hannon presented the proclamation to local artist Adriane Dedic.
Mayor Hannon announced a 10-minute recess.

C. PUBLIC COMMENT

Speaker No. 1, Arti, representing the Hindu community, thanked the Mayor and
City Council for proclaiming the month of October as Hindu Heritage Month.

Speaker No. 2, a resident of Newark, spoke in regard to the arrival of ICE in the
Bay Area and potential raids. She requested that the City Council do more and
uphold the title of the City of Newark as a “Welcoming City” and thanked the City
Council for recognizing Hispanic and Latino Heritage Month. She asked the City to
clearly state that ICE is not welcome and the authorities will not comply with their
presence. She also wants to make sure information to protect immigrants and
detainees is public and readily visible to all who need it through signage in their
respective language. She also asked about “Welcoming City” yard signs.

Mayor Hannon asked City Manager Benoun to have staff look into the possibility of
signage.

Speaker No. 3, a long-time Newark resident also spoke on the current situation, the
attacks on the immigrant community, preventative defense and what needs to be
done to prepare people to face ICE. She asked that the City Council create a plan
to protect the people. She also spoke about the federal government shutdown and
elimination of food stamps.

City of Newark City Council Minutes October 23, 2025



Page No. 3

Speaker No. 4, stated he is a member of the Indian Hindu community and spoke
about the food donation drive he has been conducting for the last six years. Last
year they collected about 700K pounds of food. They have also collected school
supplies for children in need. They would like to work with the City Council to
provide for those in need.

Speaker No. 5, Milpitas Mayor Carmen Montano, thanked the City Council for
inviting her to Newark’s 70" anniversary parade and presented the City Council
with a commendation.

Speaker No. 6, resident Cara Madden, spoke in opposition about the Mowry Village
Development and the important role the wetlands play in flood control. She has
delivered the signatures of 777 Newark residents also in opposition (in total, 2,755
from the surrounding area who support the cleanup and restoration of the former
Pick ‘n Pull properties). She asked that the City Council oppose this project.

Speaker No. 7, local organizer for tree planting events Yoo-Yoo Yeh, also spoke
about preserving the marshland.

Speaker No. 8, a resident of Newark since 1991, spoke on how the land around the
Pick ‘n Pull properties is unsuitable for development. She suggested the closure

of Pick ‘n Pull, the required cleanup of the site by the owners of Pick ‘n Pull, and
eventual restoration of the land to wetland habitat and asked the City Council to
vote no on Mowry Village.

Speaker No. 9, Mr. Singh, also opposed Mowry Village.

Speaker No. 10, Andrew, a representative of Greenbelt Alliance, opposes
Mowry Village and urged the City Council to reconsider the project.

D. CONSENT CALENDAR
City Manager Benoun asked that Item D.3 be pulled
No one from the audience requested to speak.

Council Member Jorgens moved, Vice Mayor Little seconded, to approve
Consent Calendar items D.1 — D.2. The motion passed, 5 AYES.
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1.  Approval of Audited Demands

2. Approval of October 9, 2025, minutes

NONCONSENT

3. Adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to submit an allocation request
to the Metropolitan Transportation Commission from the Regional Measure 3
Dumbarton Corridor Improvements Program and to accept Alameda County
Transportation Commission’s designation of the City of Newark as implementing
agency for the Thornton Avenue Multimodal Complete Streets Project.

City Manager Benoun explained that he pulled Item D.3 because there was a
conflict of interest with a council member. Council Member Jorgens asked to
recuse himself as he has a real property lease in the area to be discussed.

No one from the audience requested to speak.

Council Member Grindall moved, and Council Member Catancio seconded, to
adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to submit an allocation request
to the Metropolitan Transportation Commission from the Regional Measure 3
Dumbarton Corridor Improvements Program and to accept Alameda County
Transportation Commission’s designation of the City of Newark as implementing
agency for the Thornton Avenue Multimodal Complete Streets Project. The
motion passed, 4 AYES, 1 RECUSED (Jorgens).

RESOLUTION NO. 11782

E. PUBLIC HEARINGS
1. Conduct a public hearing, waive further reading and adopt an Ordinance to repeal
and replace certain chapters of Title 15 of the Newark Municipal Code in order to
adopt by reference, with modification to address unique local conditions, the 2025

California Building Standards Code

Chief Building Official Farrell gave the staff report.
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Mayor Hannon opened the public hearing at 9:29 pm.
No one from the audience requested to speak.
Mayor Hannon closed the public hearing at 9:29 pm.

Council Member Jorgens moved, Vice Mayor Little seconded, to waive further
reading and adopt an Ordinance to repeal and replace certain chapters of Title

15 of the Newark Municipal Code in order to adopt by reference, with modification
to address unique local conditions, the 2025 California Building Standards Code.
The motion passed, 5 AYES.

ORDINANCE NO. 555

City Attorney Kokotaylo read the title.

F. OTHER BUSINESS

1. Adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter a subscription
agreement to allow for continued service with Flock Group, Inc. for Automated
License Plate Readers (ALPR)

City Manager Benoun stated a slip sheet containing edits from the vendor that
would increase the data storage capacity from 30 days to 365 days is before the
City Council and that any action the City Council takes include this change.

Captain Macias presented a recommendation to extend the current contract with
Flock Group, Inc., highlighting the system’s role in supporting police operations,
vehicle recovery, and criminal investigations. The presentation included
performance metrics, camera implementation updates, and a request to increase
data retention from 30 days to 365 days. The presentation is on file with the City
Clerk.

Council engaged in discussion, raising questions and seeking clarification on the
following topics: data access, data sharing protocols, and safeguards against
potential breaches involving ALPR data; privacy and data management practices,
including how data collected by homeowners’ association (HOA) cameras is
managed; and whether privately operated or HOA-managed ALPR cameras should
be held to similar privacy and security standards as city-operated systems.
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Staff confirmed that only authorized and trained personnel have access to ALPR
data on a strict need-to-know basis; all user access is logged and subject to
perpetual internal audit; and to date, no data breaches have been reported by Flock
Group, Inc., and all data sharing remains limited to within the State of California.

No members of the public requested to speak. A council discussion ensued.

The Council directed staff to incorporate in future reports an assessment of the
effectiveness of speed trailers in reducing vehicle speeds. Additionally, a legal
review by the City Attorney is to be performed to determine whether HOA or
privately operated ALPR systems must adhere to state laws and privacy standards,
as well as to evaluate the City's authority to regulate or mandate such compliance.
This review should also consider the potential for retroactive application and inform
the development of an ordinance based on these findings.

Vice Mayor Little moved, Council Member Grindall seconded, to adopt a
resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter a subscription agreement to
allow for continued service with Flock Group, Inc. for Automated License Plate
Readers (ALPR) and extend the time period for data retention from 30 days to
365 days. The motion passed, 5 AYES.

RESOLUTION NO. 11783

2. Waive full reading and introduce by title only an ordinance adding Chapter 15.60,
Art in Public Places and Private Development and an ordinance adding Chapter
2.14, Public Art Committee, to the Newark Municipal Code

City Manager Benoun provided introductory remarks.

Roya Gonzalez, Strategic Initiatives Manager; Nick Cuevas, Recreation and
Community Services Director; and Jessennia Taimani, Recreation and Community
Services Supervisor, presented the first ordinance establishing Public Art Committee
to guide the implementation of the art in the community and second ordinance
establishing an Art in public places requirement for new development. The
presentation is on file with the City Clerk.

No members of the public requested to speak.

Council discussed the proposed public art ordinances and committee formation,
focusing on integrating art into new developments, promoting community
engagement, and considering fee adjustments for affordable housing projects. The
discussion also included potential revenue projections from a proposed 1% public art
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fee on new developments, anticipated to generate significant funds, as well as
concerns about possible conflicts of interest if committee members recommend their
own artwork and the risk of vandalism or theft of public art installations.

Councilmember Grindall moved, seconded by Councilmember Jorgens, to continue
the item to the next meeting and direct staff to return with fee modification
recommendations and detailed guidelines, including the following:

o Open the application window for the Public Art Committee through mid-January.
o Develop an outreach program targeting schools, senior centers, and local artists.
« Consider including student representation on the committee with shorter terms.

The motion passed. All AYES.

G. CITY MANAGER UPDATES

City Manager Benoun announced:

1. Floating Pumpkin Patch, Friday, October 24, 6:30 pm — 8:00 pm at the Silliman
Family Aquatic Center

2. Silent Splash Floating Pumpkin Patch, Friday, October 24, 4:30 — 6:00 pm at
the Silliman Family Aquatic Center

3. Free Document Shredding Event, Saturday, October 25, at the City’s
Corporate Yard located at 37440 Filbert Street

4. The fall edition of the Flavors of Newark Restaurant Guide is now available in
hard copy in the City’s facilities lobbies and local hotels and online at the City’s
website

5. Fishing in the City, Saturday, November 8, 8:30 am — 11:00 am, The
Boathouse at Lakeshore Park

Mayor Hannon asked staff to reach out to local restaurants to see if residents can
get a discount by bringing in the Restaurant Guide to encourage participation.
He also encouraged staff in the current economic climate to continue to advertise
benefits that are available to residents.

H. CITY COUNCIL MATTERS

Council Member Catancio participated in an event at the Alameda County Water
District where she learned how to plant drought-friendly succulents, attended

Asian Pacific American Caucus representing Newark, and the Ava board
meeting. She said that Ava was still holding drawings to award up to $500
reimbursement for electric bikes. Also, she will be celebrating Filipino American
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History Month on Saturday, October 25, at Itliong Cruz where she will be a guest
speaker along with Supervisor Marquez and Senator Dr. Wahab. Please
remember to “Shop Newak!”

Council Member Jorgens commented that he was excited about the Art in Public
Places ordinances going forward. He stated that the City Council values public
input and that it was noticed by other cities. He reminded everyone to vote during
the November 4 election and have their voices heard. He asked City Manager
Benoun about the previous disruption of service during the Republic Services
strike and the status of possible credits for Newark residents. City Manager
Benoun stated that the agreement is being finalized and should be completed
next month.

Council Member Grindall spoke about ICE, and if someone sees or experiences
an abuse of constitutional rights to contact the Alameda County Immigration
Legal Education Partnership at 510-241-4011. This number is just for people
who are in a crisis situation not to request information.

Vice Mayor Little thanked staff for all their hard work preparing for the City Council
meetings. She also stated that “Scouting for Food” is important. They collected
20% to 25% of the Viola Blythe total inventory in one day. She encouraged
everyone to contribute and reminded them the food stays local. Drop off is at
First Presbyterian Church of Newark the third Saturday of November.

Mayor Hannon reminded everyone that October is Breast Cancer Awareness
Month. He also announced that the City of Newark ranked in the 75" percentile
of the best small cities in America in a survey of 1300 U.S. cities with populations
of 25,000 to 100,000.

Mayor Hannon wished a Happy Diwali. It was celebrated on October 20,

Mayor Hannon recognized the fear being experienced in the community and
residents not wanting the police department to participate in ICE raids. He
reminded everyone our state legislature adopted SB 54, the Values Act, that
prohibits all law enforcement agencies from engaging in all immigration-related
activities. Newark adopted Policy 428 which states that the police department
aligns itself with the Values Act and officers shall not inquire into an individual’s
immigration status for immigration and enforcement purposes.

.  CLOSED SESSION
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J. ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Hannon adjourned the meeting at 10:58 p.m.

Kathleen L. Slafter
Deputy City Clerk
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