
SUBSCRIBE COMING SOON

The Newark Connection 
The City of Newark has 
launched a new bi-weekly  
digital newsletter to keep 
residents informed about city 
projects, programs, and events. 

Sign up at  
newarkca.gov/newsletters

The Newark  
Resource Center 
A new community space 
designed to connect 
residents with essential 
services and local 
organizations.

Learn more on page 8 

Coming Summer 2026
Park improvement projects will 
begin over the coming months 
at Jerry Raber Ash Street Park, 
Birch Grove, Mirabeau, and 
Newark Community Parks.

Learn more on page 9 

PARKS
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Shop & Dine Newark  
This Holiday Season
The City of Newark is proud to celebrate its local 
businesses and the positive impact they have on 
our community. From family-owned restaurants to 
neighborhood shops, small businesses help define 
Newark’s character, strengthen our economy, and 
build lasting connections among residents, business 
owners, and community partners.

To discover more about how the City supports local 
businesses, visit newarkca.gov/economicdevelopment 
where you can:

•	 Learn about business resources

•	 Sign up for the Business Buzz e-newsletter

•	 Explore the updated Flavors of Newark Restaurant 
Guide 

When we support Newark’s local businesses, we 
invest in a stronger, more resilient, and connected 
community.

holiday 

Subscribe to The Newark Connection
Our New Bi-weekly Digital Newsletter
The City of Newark has launched a new bi-weekly 
digital newsletter, The Newark Connection, to keep 
residents informed about city projects, programs, 
and events. The e-newsletter complements our 
quarterly print publication and provides timely 
updates between editions. 

@cityofnewarkca

Follow us on social 
media! We are on 
Facebook, Instagram, 
and Nextdoor.

Sign up today at newarkca.gov/
newsletters to stay connected. 
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Emergency Preparedness Training  
for Newark Businesses
The City of Newark’s award-winning Plan, Prepare, 
Respond, Recover (PPRR) program is offered to local 
businesses free of charge. This initiative is designed 
to equip Newark’s business community with essential 
emergency preparedness skills.
Since 2023, over 80 local businesses - ranging from small shops to 
large businesses - have participated in the PPRR program, training 
their employees in:

•	 Fire extinguisher use

•	 CPR and abdominal thrust maneuver

•	 Personal emergency preparedness

For added convenience, all training sessions can be conducted on-site 
at your workplace and scheduled at a time that works best for your 
team.

To learn more or schedule a training, visit newarkca.gov/pprr or 
contact Naz Jalalidin at naz.jalalidin@newarkca.gov.

Note for Residents: The PPRR program is tailored specifically 
for businesses. Newark residents interested in similar training 
opportunities can contact Richard Martinez at richard.martinez@
newarkca.gov for available resources.

2026 Community 
Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) Trainings
The City of Newark’s 
Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) is 
launching its 2026 series of 
monthly community training 
courses, open to all residents 
interested in learning how to 
prepare for and respond to 
emergencies. Each session 
will cover essential disaster 
readiness skills, such as:
•	 First Aid
•	 Utilities Safety 
•	 Traffic Control

The City encourages 
community members of all 
backgrounds and experience 
levels to participate and help 
build a more resilient Newark. 
To learn more and view the 
upcoming 2026 CERT training 
schedule, visit the City’s 
website at newarkca.gov/
emergencypreparedness. 

emergency 
preparedness
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Progress on the City’s Community-Driven Plan
The City of Newark is implementing its community-driven Housing Element, a long-term plan to meet the 
housing needs of all members of the Newark community and expand housing opportunities citywide. With 
extensive input from residents who helped draft the plan and advocated for it at the City Council and Planning 
Commission, Newark now has clear, achievable goals to address the housing crisis.

What’s Moving Forward
Affordable Senior Housing: Timber Senior Housing, a 79-home senior community at 37660 Timber Street, 
is on track to welcome residents in January. (The application period and waitlist have closed.) The project 
includes a local preference that helps people who live or work in Newark access new affordable homes. Details 
about grand-opening celebrations will be shared as they become available. This development is such an 
important need for the Newark community.  

Upcoming Initiatives: In the months ahead, Newark is working to:

•	 Launch a first-time homebuyer program

•	 Update zoning requirements to encourage developers to build more affordable housing

•	 Enhance tenant protections and expand resources to help both tenants and landlords understand their 
rights and responsibilities

Our Path Ahead
The road to long-term affordability is challenging, but Newark is well-positioned with a clear, outcome-focused 
Housing Element. The City will continue to share updates as programs launch and projects advance.

Questions or Suggestions? Email the housing team at Housing@newarkca.gov and  
visit Housing.NewarkCA.gov for the latest housing news and resources.

housing 
update

Timber Senior Housing at 37660 Timber Street
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Building Better 
Streets 
NEWARK’S PAVEMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

Keeping Newark’s streets 
safe, smooth, and well-
maintained is one of the 
City’s top priorities. Through 
the Pavement Management 
Program (PMP), the City 
uses a proactive, data-driven 
approach to maintain our 
road network—maximizing 
available funding while 
ensuring reliable, well-kept 
streets for everyone who 
lives, works, and travels in 
Newark. 

Current Capital Projects 
The City has allocated $4 million 
in funding for street and roadway 
maintenance projects now 
underway: 

Annual Sidewalk and Roadway 
Improvements Project – This effort 
includes repairs to pedestrian 
ramps, curbs, and sidewalks, 
as well as restriping and slurry 
sealing. Construction is in progress, 
with slurry seal work scheduled 
for completion by summer 2026. 
For details including the tentative 
schedule and locations, visit 
newarkca.gov/capitalprojects. This 
schedule is subject to change due 
to weather delays. 

Thornton Avenue Overlay  
(Phases 1 & 2) – The City of 
Newark has a project underway 
to completely repave Thornton 
Avenue—from the freeway through 
Old Town Newark—to improve 
road conditions and extend the life 
of the roadway.

The paving project was temporarily 
paused to allow the Alameda 
County Water District (ACWD) 
to replace a major water main 
that runs the length of Thornton 
Avenue. Coordinating these efforts 
ensures that critical underground 
infrastructure upgrades are 
completed before the street is 
repaved, helping to avoid future 
disruptions and protect the new 
pavement.

ACWD’s work is expected to be 
completed in early 2026, after 
which the City will resume the full 
repaving project.

For the latest information, 
including updated timelines, 
schedules, and project maps, 
visit the City’s Capital Projects 
webpage. 

Stay Informed 
Stay up to date on construction 
schedules, paving plans, and future 
improvements citywide by visiting 
newarkca.gov/capitalprojects or 
following the City’s official social 
media pages. 

public 
works

What’s Happening 
on Thornton Avenue?
ACWD is currently 
replacing a major water 
main that runs the length 
of the corridor.

Let us know! 
If you see issues with 
your streets, sidewalks, or 
roadway, you can let us 
know by texting “Report” 
or a specific keyword like 
“pothole” to 510-903-4NWK. 
You can also email public.
works@newarkca.gov with 
any questions or concerns. 
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community

Nominate a Community Hero for 
the Viola Blythe Awards
Do you know someone who goes above and beyond to 
make Newark a better place? 

The City of Newark is now accepting nominations 
for the 2025 Viola Blythe Awards, which celebrate 
outstanding volunteerism and community service. 
This program was renamed in honor of Viola 
Blythe, an iconic Newark resident who devoted 
her life to helping others.

Community members and organizations are 
encouraged to submit nominations. Applications 
will be available beginning January 12, 2025. 
Without your nomination, that special volunteer 
in your life might go unrecognized!

Volunteer efforts may include work in cultural, educational, community 
enrichment, industrial, recreational, political, or social fields. The 
selection committee will consider contributions made during the 
12-month period ending December 31, 2025 and will be recognized at a 
special ceremony planned for March 2026.

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE

January 12, 2026
To obtain an application contact  
Kathy Slafter  
(510) 578-4278 or visit  
newarkca.gov/volunteerrecognition

Awards will be 
presented in four 
categories

Viola Blythe  
Volunteer of the Year 
Outstanding contributions in 
any area of volunteerism

Group Award
Recognizing organizations that 
serve the Newark community

Senior Award
For individuals  
65 years and older

Youth Award
For individuals  
17 years and younger

2025 Awardees
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
Mary Gorman
GROUP AWARD 
Ohlone Humane Society 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center
SENIOR AWARD 
Lucy Wong
YOUTH AWARD 
Travis Peng

Viola Blythe
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WINTER/SPRING 
ACTIVITY GUIDE 

Get ready for  
a season  

full of fun, 
learning, and 
community 
connection! 

The Winter/Spring Activity 
Guide is available at 

newarkca.gov/recreg.

Youth Scholarship Program
The City of Newark is proud to offer Youth Scholarships 
to help make Recreation and Community Services classes, 
camps, and programs accessible to all.

The City’s scholarship program is available to Newark residents 
age 17 and younger who wish to participate in Recreation and 
Community Services programs but may face financial constraints.

Approved applicants may receive up to $300 per individual, 
per fiscal year (July 1 – June 30). A maximum of six children per 
family may qualify for assistance.

Newark Community Center Annex 
35501 Cedar Blvd.

Monday–Friday 
8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

$245 per week 
$75 registration fee

Book a tour today to meet 
our amazing staff and see our 
classrooms in action!

Contact  
kimberlee.caton@newarkca.gov 
(510) 578-4438

Apply
Schedule an appointment by 
emailing veronica.torres@newarkca.
gov. Completed forms can also 
be dropped off at the Clark W. 
Redeker Newark Senior Center 
(7401 Enterprise Dr.) for processing. 
Application materials and 
assistance are available in Spanish. 

For full eligibility details and 
application materials visit  
newarkca.gov/recscholarships.

Preschool & Licensed 
Child Care
Serving Newark families 
since 1989, our play-
based preschool program 
provides enrichment 
activities, outdoor play, and 
kindergarten readiness for 
children ages 3–5.
Students must be potty trained and 
able to use restrooms independently.

Registration 
open now!
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Coming Soon: 
The Newark 
Resource Center
The City of Newark is 
excited to announce 
the upcoming opening 
of the Newark 
Resource Center, a 
new community space 
designed to connect 
residents with essential 
services and local 
organizations.

Located at 37365 Ash Street, next 
to the Viola Blythe Community 
Services Center and Jerry Raber 
Ash Street Park, the Newark 
Resource Center will serve as 
a welcoming hub for residents 
seeking information and support 
from a range of community-based 
service providers. The building 
has been completely transformed 
into a bright, modern facility that 
reflects Newark’s commitment to 
care and connection.

Construction on the approximately 
$2 million project began last 
winter, supported by $1 million 
in state funding secured by 
Assemblymember Alex Lee, 
approximately $800,000 in federal 
funding, and $200,000 from 
the City’s Capital Improvement 
Fund. Final touches are now 
underway as the City’s contractor 
completes final punch list items 
and coordinates utility service to 
the site.

In the coming months, the City will 
begin coordinating with service 
providers to establish a schedule 
of regular office hours, events, 
and resources available at the 
Center. Participating organizations 
are expected to offer a variety of 

services, such as food assistance, 
healthcare, legal aid, and housing 
counseling.

The Newark Resource Center 
represents an important step in 
expanding access to resources for 
all Newark residents. 

For updates on the Newark 
Resource Center or to learn more 
about Human Services programs, 
visit newarkca.gov/humanservices 
or email HumanServices@
newarkca.gov.

$1,000,000
state funding

$800,000
federal funding

$200,000
City’s Capital Improvement Fund

SAVE THE DATE
Watch our social media 
and website for details  
of the Grand Opening 
Event planned for  
January 29, 2026!

community
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Park 
Improvements 
Coming Soon  
to Newark
Over the coming months, the 
City of Newark will begin park 
improvement projects at Jerry 
Raber Ash Street Park, Birch Grove 
Park, Mirabeau Park, and Newark 
Community Park. These projects 
include updating and replacing 
playgrounds with new play 
structures designed to enhance 
recreation spaces and improve 
accessibility for all who visit.

The City extends its sincere 
gratitude to State Senator Dr. 
Aisha Wahab for her continued 
support of the Newark community 
and for helping to secure $1 million 
in state funding for improvements 
to Jerry Raber Ash Street Park. 
This critical funding will help bring 

much-needed upgrades to one 
of Newark’s key neighborhood 
parks. The City is also excited to 
bring Newark’s first all-abilities 
playground to Newark Community 
Park, ensuring a space where 
everyone can play.

George M. Silliman 
Community Activity 
Center Update
Pool Closure Planned for February 2026 
Tentative Dates: February – April 2026

The pool area will be temporarily closed for annual 
maintenance and facility upgrades. The schedule is 
a tentative timeframe, pending vendor availability 
and other factors. Active pool memberships will 
be automatically extended for the duration of the 
shutdown. Planned improvements include:

•	 Renewed pool surfacing
•	 Updated chemical and feeding systems
•	 ADA accessibility enhancements
•	 Maintenance to slides and activity structures

All other areas of the facility will remain open 
during normal hours. 

Check Current Pool Hours: newarkca.gov/
aquatichours

All park improvements are 
expected to be completed by the 
summer of 2026, reflecting our 
shared commitment to maintaining 
vibrant, welcoming spaces for the 
entire community to enjoy.

Jerry Raber Ash Street Park
Birch Grove Park
Mirabeau Park
Newark Community Park 

PARK 
IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECTS
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Volunteers Needed!
Newark Police Department’s Volunteer Program 
(VOLTS)
Join the City of Newark Police Department’s Volunteer 
Program (VOLTS) and play a valuable role in supporting 
community safety. Volunteer opportunities include patrol 
support, traffic assistance, community engagement 
events, graffiti abatement, and administrative duties. 

Applicant requirements
•	 18 years or older
•	 High school diploma or equivalent
•	 Pass background & fingerprint checks
•	 Complete the 60-hour in-house training
•	 Commit to 10+ hours per month for at least one year

For more information
Visit www.newarkca.gov/
npdvolunteers and download 
an application. 

How to apply to VOLTS
Submit your application in one 
of the following ways:

Email 
shobna.sharma@newarkca.gov

Drop off 
Newark Police  
Department lobby  
Monday-Friday / 8AM-4PM

Mail
Newark Police Department 
ATTN: Shobna Sharma 
Police Volunteer Program 
37077 Newark Blvd 
Newark CA 94560

Questions?
Contact the Police 
Department’s Community 
Engagement Manager  
Shobna Sharma 
Shobna.sharma@newarkca.gov 
510-578-4929

Won’t Be Home? 
The United States Postal Service 
(USPS) has a “Hold Package” 
option to have packages held at 
post office locations for pickup. 
You can also arrange for neighbors 
to pick up any packages that 
might be delivered while you’re 
away. 

Use Special Services 
Use special services like Signature 
Confirmation or Registered Mail to 
add a layer of security.

Package 
Theft 
Prevention

safety
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How Scammers Try to Steal Your Life Savings
People are losing big money to scammers running complicated scams.

A scammer pretending to be from 
a company you know contacts you, 

saying they supposedly spotted fraud 
on one of your accounts and your 

money isn’t safe.

It’s a Scam 
If someone tells you:

“Put your money in a secure account to protect it.” 
It’s a scam.

“Transfer your money to a cryptocurrency account to 
protect it.” 
It’s a scam.

“Get cash and I’ll send a driver to pick it up.” 
It’s a scam.

“Deposit cash at a Bitcoin ATM to protect your money.” 
It’s a scam.

“Buy gold and a driver will come get it.” 
It’s a scam.

No one from the government will tell you to do these 
things. Only a scammer will.

They connect you with someone 
else to supposedly help you move 

your money to “protect” it.

The “helper” – who often claims to 
work for the government  – is really a 
scammer trying to steal your money.

How the Scam Works

Request Nondescript 
Packaging
When completing your online 
order, opt for packaging that 
conceals the item or select the 
“gift” option to ensure package 
arrives in a plain box, especially 
when ordering from high-end 
stores.

Deliver to  
Secure Locations 
Send packages to secure 
locations such as Amazon 
lockers, FedEx and UPS in-store 
locations, P.O. Boxes, and your 
local post office. 

Customize Deliveries 
Many delivery services, including 
Amazon and USPS, allow you to 
customize delivery dates by adding 
specific delivery instructions. 
You can also schedule packages 
to arrive when you are home or 
reroute packages.

Network with Neighbors 
Utilize neighborhood groups on 
social media and community apps 
to create a system for reporting 
suspicious activity. This is also a 
good way to keep your deliveries 
and neighborhoods secure.

Use Modern Alternatives 
Invest in anti-theft package 
delivery lock boxes, smart lockers, 
camera, motion detection lighting, 
alarms, etc.

Porch Area Visibility 
Keep your porch area clear and 
visible. The more likely a potential 
thief is to be seen, the more likely 
they are to choose another target.

Never transfer or send money, cryptocurrency, cash, 
or gold to someone you don’t know in response to an 
unexpected call or message. 

Learn more at ftc.gov/imposters

Report scams to the Federal Trade Commission at 
reportfraud.ftc.gov
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CITY DIRECTORY

City Contacts
Main Line
510-578-4000 

Building Inspection
510-578-4261 

Business License 
510-578-4310

City Clerk 
510-578-4266

City Manager’s Office 
510-578-4200

Community Preservation
510-578-4330 

Economic Development 
510-578-4330

Engineering 
510-578-4589 

Finance
510-578-4310 

Human Resources 
510-578-4267 

Maintenance 
510-578-4806

Planning
510-578-4330 

Public Works 
510-578-4589

Public Safety
Emergency Calls  
(Police, Fire Medical)
911

Police Dispatch  
(Non-Emergency) 
510-578-4237

Abandoned Vehicle
vehicle.abatement@newarkca.gov

Facilities
David W. Smith City Hall
37101 Newark Blvd. 
Newark, CA 94560

Hours 
Monday–Thursday, Every Other 
Friday: 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Appointments required 
between 2 p.m. – 5 p.m.

Clark W. Redeker Newark  
Senior Center
7401 Enterprise Drive  
Newark, CA 94560  
510-578-4840

Hours 
Monday–Friday: 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
Saturday & Sunday: Closed

Newark Community Center
35501 Cedar Blvd. 
Newark, CA 94560  
510-578-4852

Newark Police Department
37077 Newark Blvd. 
Newark, CA 94560 

Emergency ONLY: 911

Non-Emergency: 510-578-4237

Newark Service Center
37440 Filbert Street 
Newark, CA 94560  
510- 578-4806

Hours 
Monday–Thursday: 
8 a.m. – 1 p.m.

George M. Silliman Community 
Activity Center
6800 Mowry Avenue 
Newark, CA 94560 
510-578-4620

Hours 
Monday–Friday: 6 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
Saturday: 7 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.  
Sunday: 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

HOLIDAY CLOSURES

We hope you have a joyful and restful 
holiday season!

The following City offices will be closed 
beginning Wednesday, December 24, and 
will reopen on Monday, January 5:

•	 David W. Smith City Hall
•	 Clark W. Redeker Newark Senior Center
•	 Newark Child Care Center
•	 Newark Service Center

George M. Silliman Community  
Activity Center
Closed on December 24–25 & December 
31–January 1.

Newark Police Department
Administrative offices will be closed on 
December 24–25 & December 31–January 1.
Please note: Police officers will remain on 
duty and emergency services will continue 
as usual.

Alan L. Nagy Library
Closed on December 25 & January 1.

View their full holiday schedule at aclibrary.
org/holidays-closures.

Republic Services
There will be no waste collection service 
on December 25 or January 1. Collection 
will occur one day later than usual for the 
remainder of each week.

Holiday Tree Collection: Curbside 
collection of unadorned and unflocked trees 
will occur from January 5 – 16, 2026. There 
is no need to call for collection. Simply 
place trees curbside for pickup on your 
regular service day. Trees taller than 5’ must 
be cut down. No flocked trees are accepted. 
Please remove all ornaments, tinsel, stands 
and other decorations before placing out 
for removal.


