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NEWARK
california

Dear Potential Candidate:

The City of Newark appreciates your interest in serving the community and hopes this information
provides a clearer understanding of the election process.

Filing Period: July 13 - August 7, 2026
Election Date: November 3, 2026
Offices on the Ballot

Mayor (1seat) — two-year term
City Council Members (2 seats) — four-year terms

Running for office can be a complex process, especially for first-time candidates. This guide has been
prepared to assist all candidates interested in running in the City’s Municipal Election.

Please note that this guide is for general informational purposes only. The City cannot provide legal

advice, and candidates should consult private legal counsel if deemed necessary.

To qualify, a candidate must be a registered voter and a resident of the City of Newark. Candidates are
encouraged to file Nomination Paper as early as possible. Appointments are required for issuing and
submitting Nomination Paper.

In accordance with the California Elections Code, the nomination period begins on Monday, July 13,
2026, and ends on Friday, August 7, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. During this period, the City Clerk will issue
and accept Nomination Paper Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Candidates must make an appointment by contacting the City Clerk at 510-578-4266 or via
email to elections@newarkca.gov in order to receive and submit Nomination Paper.

The deadline for filing Nomination Paper is Friday, August 7, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. Candidates arriving
after the deadline will be turned away. NO EXCEPTIONS ARE PERMITTED.

If you have any questions after reviewing the handbook, please feel free to contact me at (510) 578-4266
or via email at elections@newarkca.gov. If I am unavailable, kindly reach out to Kathy Slafter, Deputy
City Clerk, at (510) 578-4278.

Neetu Salwan, City Clerk
(510) 578-4266
neetu.salwan@newarkca.gov
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City of Newark — November 3, 2026, General Election Calendar

Mayor (1 Seat) — Two-year term; Council Members (2 seats) — four-year terms

7/13/26 - 8/7/26 - Candidates may obtain, circulate and file Nomination Paper

Date

Event

July 13,2026

FILING PERIOD OPENS - CANDIDATE NOMINATION PAPERSS (EC § 10220)

July 31, 2026

FPPC Form 460 Semi-Annual Campaign Statements due. (1/1/26 - 6/30/26) [GC §§
84200, 84218]

August 7, 2026

FILING PERIOD CLOSES - CANDIDATE NOMINATION PAPERSS (EC § 10220)

August 5, 2026

24-hour & 48-hour disclosure period begins (Form 497) ($1,000+)

August 8, 2026 -
August 12, 2026

The Nomination Extended Period if an incumbent eligible for re-election
does not file nomination documents by the 8/7/26 deadline. Incumbents
cannot file during the extended period. [EC §10225]

August 7, 2026 -
August 12,2026

Public review period for Candidate Statements filed by 8/7/2026. [EC § 13313]

August 10, 2026

Last day to withdraw (but not change) any Candidate Statements filed during
7/13/2026 -8/7/2026

August 13,2026

Last day to withdraw (but not change) any Candidate Statements filed during
8/8/2026 -8/12/2026

August 13,2026

The Secretary of State will conduct the Randomized Alphabet Drawing [EC §§
13111, 13112(b) (1)(C)] to determine the order in which candidates’ names will
appear on the ballot.

August 22,2026

Public review period for Candidate Statements filed by 8/12/2026. [EC § 13313]

September 7, 2026 -
October 20, 2026

Filing period for write-in candidates. [EC § 8600]

September 24, 2026

Last day to file FPPC Form 460 - 1st Pre-Election (7/1/26 - 9/19/26). [GC §§
84200.5,84200.8, 84218]

October 5, 2026

First day for mailing vote-by-mail ballots. [EC §§ 3000.5, 3010, 4005(a)(8)(A), (B)]

October 13, 2026

Last day to mail Voter Information Guides and Polling Place Notices. [EC §§ 13300.7,
13303, 13304, 13305, 14282]

October 19, 2026

Last day to register to vote for the 11/3/2026 election.

October 20, 2026

Last day for write-in candidates to submit Nomination Papers. [EC § 8600]

October 22, 2026

Last day to file FPPC Form 460 - 2nd Pre-Election Statement (9/20/26 - 10/17/26).
[GC §§ 84200.5, 84200.8(b), 84218]
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October 24, 2026

10-Day Vote Centers Open - 20 Vote Centers will open in Alameda County.
Vote Centers are open from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

October 30, 2026

4-Day Vote Centers Open - An additional 80 Vote Centers will open in
Alameda County. Vote Centers are open from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

November 3, 2026

Election Day - Vote Centers will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. for in-person
voting and ballot drop-off. Vote by Mail ballots must be postmarked no later than
this date [ECE §§ 1000(e), 14212]

After Election

November 17, 2026

All campaign signs must be removed fourteen days after the Election.

December 3, 2026

Canvass - No later than this date, the county elections official must complete the
canvass, certify its results, and submit it to the board of supervisors. City elections
officials to receive official canvass results on this date. [EC §§ 15301, 15372, §§
15400, 15401] [EC §§ 15301, 15372, §§ 15400, 15401]

After Official Canvass Deadline for voters to file a request for a recount is five
days after the Registrar signs the Official Canvass. [EC§15620]

December 10, 2026

City Council must certify the election results [EC §10263]

January 15, 2027

$50 fee due to Secretary of State for open campaign committees

February 1, 2027

Last day to file FPPC Form 460 Semi-Annual Statement (10/18/26 - 12/31/26). [GC
§§ 84200, 84218] January 31, 2027, is a Sunday; extend the date to the next working
day.

March 31, 2027

Funds become surplus 90 days after the end of the reporting period after the
election. Surplus funds may not be used for a future election. Unsuccessful
candidates must terminate the committee or re-designate the committee for a
future election within 90 days.
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Candidate Filing Checklist

CANDIDATE NAME:
Verify Residence and Registration Status  Confirmed / Not Confirmed
Nomination Documents Date Issued | Date Filed
1. Candidate Handbook * ~ n/a
2. USB Flash Drive - Candidate Forms, Documents, and Resources n/a

3. Nomination Paper ~

4. Declaration of Candidacy ~

5. Ballot Designation Worksheet (fillable) * ~

6. SOS Ballot Designation Regulation * n/a

7. Character Based Name (optional) * ~

8. Certificate of Residency * ~

9. Code of Fair Campaign Practices (optional) * ~

10. OPT-OUT/Request Confidential Status Form * ~

11. OPT-OUT/Request Confidential Status Letter * ~

12. Personal Information Website Consent (optional)* ~

Candidate Statement of Qualifications

13. Candidate Statement Form fillable with Guidelines * ~

14. Endorser Consent Form * ~

15. Candidate's Statement and Deposit ($410) Acknowledgment * ~

Conflict of Interest & Campaign Disclosure

16. FPPC Local Office Filing Schedule * ~ n/a

17. FPPC Campaign Disclosure Manual 2 (Local Candidates) * n/a

18. Form 700 - Statement of Economic Interest * ~
(File electronically through the FPPC's eDisclosure System and notify City Clerk upon submission)

19. Form 700 Reference Pamphlet * n/a

20. Campaign Contribution Limit * ~ n/a

21. Form 501 - Candidate Intention Statement * ~

22. Form 410 - Statement of Organization * ~

Campaign Signs

23. Newark Municipal Code 17.25.090.G. Temporary Sign Rules * ~ n/a
24. Summary of Sign Regulations * ~ n/a
25. Link to Caltrans webpage regarding political signs responsibility * ~ n/a
26. Mass Mailing Requirements * ~ n/a
27. City Map * ~ n/a
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FPPC Filing Schedule
For Candidates and their Controlled Committees for Local Office Listed on the November 3, 2026 Ballot

Deadline Period Form Notes

Jul 31, 2026 *— 460 e All committees must file this statement.
Semi-Annual 6/30/26

Within 24 8/5/26 - | 497 e Fileif a contribution of $1,000 or more in the aggregate is received from a single

Hours 11/3/26 source.

Election o File if a contribution of $1,000 or more in the aggregate is made to or in connection

Cycle with another candidate or measure listed on the November 3, 2026, ballot.

Reports o The recipient of a non-monetary contribution of $1,000 or more in the aggregate
must file a Form 497 within 48 hours of receiving the contribution.

o File by personal delivery, e-mail, guaranteed overnight service, or fax. The
committee may also file online if available.

S i 7/1/26 - | 460 or| e Each candidate listed on the ballot must file Form 460 or Form 470 (see below).
RN GTD AL 0] 9/19/26 | 470

Oct 22,2026 9/20/26 - | 460 o All committees must file this statement.
2nd Pre- 10/17/26 e File by personal delivery or guaranteed overnight service. The committee may also
Election file online if available.

Feb 1, 2027 10/18/26 -| 460 o All committees must file Form 460 unless the committee filed termination

Semi-Annual 12/31/26 Forms 410 and 460 before December 31, 2026.

e The January 31 deadline falls on a Sunday, so the deadline is extended to the next
business day.

*Period Covered: The period covered by any statement begins on the day after the closing date of the last statement filed, or January 1, if
no previous statement has been filed. Local Ordinance: Always check whether additional local rules apply.

Deadline Extensions: Deadlines are extended when they fall on a Saturday, Sunday, or an official state holiday. This extension does not
apply to a 24-hour/10-day Contribution Report (Form 497) that is due the weekend before the election, and this extension never applies
to any 24-hour/10-day Independent Expenditure Report (Form 496). Such reports must be filed within 24 hours, regardless of the day of
the week.

Method of Delivery: Unless otherwise noted, all paper filings may be filed by first-class mail. A paper copy of a statement may not be
required if a local agency requires online filing pursuant to a local ordinance.

Form 501: All candidates must file Form 501 (Candidate Intention Statement) before soliciting/receiving contributions.

Form 460: Candidates who have raised/spent $2,000 or more file Form 460. The Form 410 (Statement of Organization) must also be filed
once $2,000 or more has been raised/spent.

Form 470: Candidates who do not raise or spend $2,000 or more (or anticipate raising or spending $2,000 or more) in 2026 and do not
have an open committee may file Form 470 on or before September 24, 2026. If the candidate raises or spends $2,000 or more, later during

the calendar year, a Form 470 Supplement and a Form 410 must be filed.

Independent Expenditures: Committees making independent expenditures totaling $1,000 or more to support or oppose other candidates
or ballot measures also file:

Form 496: This form is due within 24 hours if made in the 90-day, 24-hour reporting period of the candidate’s or measure’s election.
Refer to the applicable filing schedule. Form 496 is filed with the filing officer in the jurisdiction of the affected candidate or measure.

Form 462: This verification form must be e-mailed to the FPPC within 10 days.

After the Election: Reporting requirements will depend on whether the candidate is successful and whether a campaign committee is open.
See Campaign Disclosure Manual 2 for additional information. All Campaign Manuals.

Public Documents: All statements and reports are public documents.

Resources: Campaign manuals and other instructional materials are available on the Campaign Rules page. Or, visit www.fppc.ca.gov >
Learn > Campaign Rules. Refer to the FPPC video tutorial for candidates and treasurers for basic information for candidates and
committees.
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City at a Glance

The City was incorporated in 1955 and is located in southeastern Alameda County, about 35 miles south
of San Francisco and 19 miles north of San Jose. Governed under a Council-Manager form of government,
the City combines elected leadership with professional management to serve the community.

Originally rooted in agriculture and manufacturing, the City has grown into a center for technology,
biotechnology, and health sciences while maintaining the friendly, small-town character valued by its
residents.

City Organization and Services

The City provides services through the following departments: the City Manager's and City Attorney’s
Office, Community Development, Finance, Human Resources, Police, Public Works, Recreation and
Community Services, and Information Technology. These departments work together to support the
needs of residents, businesses, and visitors.

Community Partners

Several key community services are provided through partner agencies. Fire protection is delivered by
the Alameda County Fire Department (ACFD), library services by the Alameda County Library, public
education by the Newark Unified School District, and utility services (water, sewer, electric/gas, and
waste collection/recycling) by regional providers.

Commissions and Committees

The City Council relies on commissions and committees to help guide public policy and community
programs. The City currently has one commission and five committees: the Planning Commission,
Community Development Advisory Committee, Measure GG (and LL) Oversight Committee, Newark City
Council - Newark Board of Education Liaison Committee, Public Art Committee, and Senior Advisory
Committee.

Learn More About Newark
Explore the resources below to learn more about the City’s plans, priorities, services, and initiatives:

Mission, Vision, and Values

Newark General Plan

Biennial Budget (2026-2028) (includes Council’s Strategic Priority Areas)
2026 — 2031 Capital Improvement Plan

Master Fee Schedule

Community Master Plans

Housing Element and Programs

Biennial Community Survey (2025)

Print and digital newsletters
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City Council

The City, incorporated on September 22, 1955, is a General Law City operating under a Council-Manager
form of government. The City Council consists of five members - four Council Members and one Mayor -
who are elected at large on a nonpartisan basis. Municipal elections are held in November of even-
numbered years. At each election, two Council Members are elected to four-year terms, and the Mayor
is elected to a two-year term. The Council also selects a Vice Mayor annually from among its members.

Terms of Office

Council Members serve staggered four-year terms, with elections held in alternating even-numbered
years, while the Mayor serves a two-year term. There are no term limits. Newly elected officials are
sworn in after the City Council certifies the election results, typically at the first City Council meeting in
December. Certification occurs after the Registrar of Voters provides the official results, which must be
completed within 30 days of the election. Outgoing members are recognized for their service before
newly elected officials are sworn in and take their seats.

Regional and Local Liaison Appointments

Each year, the Mayor recommends names of Council Members for regional and local liaison
appointments for City Council approval. Appointees represent the City on a variety of boards,
committees, and regional agencies, including the Alameda County Fire Advisory Committee; the
Alameda County Library Advisory Commission; the Alameda County Transportation Commission; the
Alameda County Waste Management Authority Board (StopWaste); the Association of Bay Area
Governments (ABAG); the Ava Community Energy Authority Board of Directors; the Fremont-
Newark/AC Transit Inter-Agency Liaison Committee; the Community Development Advisory
Committee; the Newark Board of Education Liaison Committee; the Senior Advisory Committee; and the
Southern Alameda County Geographic Information System Authority.

City Council Meetings

The City Council holds regular public meetings on the second and fourth Thursday of each month at 7:00
p.m. in the City Council Chambers at David W. Smith City Hall, 37101 Newark Boulevard. Council
Members are asked to keep themselves available on these dates starting at 5:30 p.m. in case special
meetings are scheduled prior to the regular meeting.

Meeting materials are prepared and published by the City Clerk’s Office, typically one week before the
meeting, and are distributed electronically. Supplemental or amended materials may be provided before
or during the meeting. In accordance with the Brown Act, regular meeting agendas must be posted at
least 72 hours in advance, and the City Council may take action only on items listed on the agenda, except
under limited legal exceptions.

The City Council typically observes an August recess during which meetings are canceled. During this
time, the City Manager may take certain administrative actions on behalf of the City Council and report
those actions at the first City Council meeting in September.
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2026 City Council Regular Meeting Schedule

This calendar reflects the City Council’s 2026 meeting schedule, as adopted by Resolution No. 11,795.
Typically, the Council adopts the following year's Council meeting calendar in December.

Special meetings may also be scheduled as needed to conduct City business. For example, the State of
the City was held on April 18, 2026, and a City Council Workshop was held on February 5, 2026. These
are two of a few annual meetings that typically occur. In 2025, there were four additional special

meetings.

January to December 2026 - Regular Meeting Dates, Starting at 7:00 p.m.

*2026 canceled meetings

January 8, 2026
January 22, 2026
February 12, 2026
February 26, 2026
March 12, 2026
March 26 2026
April 9, 2026

April 23, 2026

May 14, 2026
May 28, 2026
June 11, 2026
June 25, 2026
July 9, 2026

July 23,2026
*August 13, 2026

*August 27,2026

e August Recess: August 13 and 27, 2026

e Thanksgiving Holiday: November 26, 2026

e Christmas Holiday: December 24, 2026

September 10, 2026
September 24, 2026
October 8, 2026
October 22,2026
November 12, 2026
*November 26, 2026
December 10, 2026

*December 24, 2026
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Council Compensation

Newark Municipal Code Chapter 2.09 - CITY COUNCILMEMBERS— COMPENSATION

2.09.010 - Salary

A

Pursuant to Government Code Sections 36516 and 36516.5, each councilmember, other than the
mayor, shall receive a salary of one thousand four hundred fifty-three dollars ($1,453) per month
commencing January 1, 2025.

Pursuant to Government Code Section 36516.1, the elective mayor shall receive compensation in the
amount of three thousand one hundred seventy-nine dollars ($3,179) per month commencing
January 1, 2025.

The compensation from the city to the city council members and mayor under this section shall be
reviewed during each two year biennial budget cycle. Any such review shall include consideration
of: (1) the Consumer Price Index - All Urban Consumers, San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose; and (2)
any increases in compensation awarded to city staff since the previous adjustment to
councilmembers' compensation. Any increase to the city council members compensation shall be
limited to five percent per calendar year pursuant to Government Code Section 36516.

2.09.020 - Benefits

A

Pursuant to Government Code Sections 53200 through 53210, each city councilmember and the
mayor may participate in any health and welfare benefits offered by the city to its employees
pursuant to the compensation and benefit plan for city officials and the management, supervisory,
and professional employee group ("the plan"). For the purposes of this subsection, the term "health
and welfare benefits" shall mean medical, dental, and vision programs offered by the city, pursuant
to the plan, excluding any cash-in-lieu or cash out options.

The city's payments towards any benefits elected under subsection A. shall be equivalent to any
payments made by the city for city employees pursuant to the plan.

As referenced in 2.09.010.C. above, at the May 28, 2026, City Council meeting, the Council
completed a review of Council compensation. On June 25, 2026, the Council adopted the 2026 -
2028 Biennial Budget, which includes an increase of 7.5% to Councilmember and Mayor
compensation. A revision to the municipal code is expected to be introduced in September 2026,
with an effective date of January 1, 2027.
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Nomination Procedure

(Election Code 10220 et seq.)

To appear on the ballot, a candidate must complete the nomination process and file all required forms
by the established deadlines. A checklist of required documents will be provided, and it is the candidate’s
responsibility to ensure all filing requirements are met. Candidates are encouraged to submit
Nomination Paper early and to file them in person to avoid delays or errors.

Qualifications for Office (Election Code 20, 201)

A candidate must be a United States citizen, a registered voter at the time Nomination Paper is issued,
and must not have been convicted of a felony involving bribery, embezzlement of public funds, extortion,
theft of public funds, perjury, or conspiracy to commit any of these crimes.

Roles of the City Clerk and Registrar of Voters

The City Clerk’s Office administers City elections in coordination with the Alameda County Registrar of
Voters. The City Clerk issues and receives Nomination Paper, accepts ballot measures and arguments,
publishes required legal notices, receives campaign disclosure statements, and reports election results
to the City Council, which declares the official results. The City Clerk also administers the oath of office
to newly elected officials.

The Registrar of Voters verifies petition signatures, prepares and mails voter information materials and
ballots, provides precinct lists and maps, recruits precinct officials, secures polling locations, counts
ballots, conducts the official canvass of election results, and certifies the election.

City Clerk’s Office Hours

City Hall is open Monday through Thursday and every other Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Additional services may be available by phone, online, or by appointment between 2:00 p.m. and 4:00
p.m. Candidates must schedule an appointment with the City Clerk to review the election process by
calling (510) 578-4266 or emailing elections@newarkca.gov.

In accordance with the California Elections Code, the nomination period begins on Monday, July 13,
2026, and ends on Friday, August 7, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. During this period, the City Clerk will issue
and accept Nomination Paper Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Candidates must make an appointment by contacting the City Clerk at 510-578-4266 or via
email to elections@newarkca.gov in order to receive and submit Nomination Paper.

The deadline for filing Nomination Paper is Friday, August 7, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. Candidates arriving
after the deadline will be turned away. NO EXCEPTIONS ARE PERMITTED.
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Nomination Documents and Filing Procedures
July 13,2026 - August 7,2026

All candidates must make an appointment with the City Clerk
Department in order to obtain or file Nomination Paper - no exceptions.

Issuing the Declaration of Candidacy/Nomination Paper

The nomination period opens July 13, 2026, one hundred thirteen days before the general municipal
election. The declaration of candidacy/Nomination Paper shall be taken out and filed with the City Clerk
only during regular business hours during the nomination period. The City Clerk, or designee, will affix
their signature to the declaration of candidacy/Nomination Paper when issued and will affix the
following information on the top of the declaration of candidacy: date issued; name and address of
candidate; and office sought.

The declaration of candidacy/Nomination Paper includes the nomination petition. All nomination
signatures shall be appended on the same sheet of paper. Once the declaration of candidacy/Nomination
Paper is filed, it may not be returned to the candidate to obtain additional signatures. If the Nomination
Paper is determined to be insufficient or the candidate fails to obtain enough valid signatures, the City
Clerk will issue one supplemental Nomination Paper on which the candidate may collect additional
signatures. The supplemental Nomination Paper shall be filed no later than the last day for filing the
declaration of candidacy/Nomination Paper. (EC §§ 10220, 10221, 10227)

A person (18 years or older) other than the candidate may obtain the declaration of
candidacy/Nomination Paper on behalf of the candidate. The person designated to obtain the
declaration of candidacy/Nomination Paper must be authorized in writing to obtain the forms. The
authorization must name the designated person by name (first and last) and must be signed by the
candidate - original signature only, no electronic or copied signatures are permitted. The person
obtaining the declaration of candidacy/Nomination Paper must receive and sign for the complete
nomination packet and complete the full initial filing appointment (approximately one hour) in order to
obtain the forms.

Nomination Deadline

The candidate must complete and return all required forms by the filing deadline. The nomination
period ends August 7, 2026, eighty-eight days before the general municipal election for all races except
those in which an incumbent does not run. If an eligible incumbent fails to submit a declaration of
candidacy/Nomination Paper, the nomination period for that race is extended to August 12, 2026,
eighty-three days before the election. Candidates may withdraw their declaration of
candidacy/Nomination Paper up until the close of the nomination period. (EC §§ 10224, 10225)

Declaration of Candidacy (EC §10226.3)

The name of the nominee, the office sought, the date of the election, and the candidate’s residence
address are to be typed or printed in the spaces provided.
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Name on Ballot & Ballot Designation

This designation is limited to no more than three (3) words which designate either the current principal
profession, vocation or occupation of the candidate or the principal profession, vocation or occupation
of the candidate during the calendar year immediately preceding the filing of nomination documents. If
the candidate is currently serving in an elected office, the candidate may use words designating the
elected office which the candidate holds or the word "Incumbent." Please refer to the excerpts of
California Election Code §§ 13107 and 13107.5 on the following pages.

Pursuant to Elections Code Section 13107.3, all candidates who wish to have a ballot designation listed
on the ballot must complete a Ballot Designation Worksheet provided by the City Clerk. The candidate
must file the Ballot Designation Worksheet with the Nomination Paper. If a Ballot Designation
Worksheet is not filed; no designation shall appear on the ballot.

Qualifications

The candidate must sign the affirmation. It is required for the candidate to complete this portion in the
presence of the City Clerk or a Notary Public.

Oath of Office

This section must be left blank until the declaration of candidacy is filed. The Oath will be administered
by the City Clerk or a Notary Public.

Nomination Signatures

The circulator of the Nomination Paper must collect signatures from at least twenty (20) and no more
than thirty (30) registered voters who are eligible to vote for the candidate. All signers must be
registered voters residing within the City of Newark. The candidate is permitted to sign their own
Nomination Paper. (EC § 10220)

Candidates should try to obtain the required number of signatures as soon as possible in order for their
Nomination Paper to be filed and examined for sufficiency well before the filing deadline. Each signer
shall at the time of signing the paper personally affix their signature, printed name, and place of
residence, including street and number, and if no street or number exists, then a designation of the place
of residence will enable the location to be readily ascertained. (EC §§ 100, 106, 10220)

Notwithstanding Elections Code Section 100, a voter who is unable to personally affix on a petition or
paper the information required by Elections Code Section 100 may request another person to print the
voter's name and place of residence on the appropriate spaces of the paper, but the voter shall
personally affix their mark or signature on the appropriate space of the paper, which shall be witnessed
by one person by subscribing their name thereon. (EC §§ 100.5, 354.5)

Affidavit of Circulator

Only one circulator may circulate each section of the Nomination Paper from beginning to end. A person
shall not circulate a Nomination Paper unless the person is 18 years of age or older. A circulator may
obtain signatures for Nomination Paper during the nomination period, not earlier than July 13, 2026,
and not later than August 7, 2026, prior to the election. This section must be completed and signed by
the circulator. (EC § 104, 10220, 10222)

Candidate Handbook 2026 17|Page



Important Note: The Circulator shall sign the Affidavit of Circulator either in the presence of the
City Clerk (or designee), or have their signature notarized. Nomination Paper References: EC §§

200,10220-10223,10228.

Verification of Signatures

The City Clerk will send all Nomination Papers to the Alameda County Registrar of Voters for
verification in the order they are received. Signature verification usually takes 24 hours. The City Clerk
will notify candidates as soon as verification is complete.

Candidates are encouraged to file their paperwork early, so that any deficiencies or errors have time to
be corrected.

Supplemental Nomination Paper

If Nomination Paper contains fewer than the required valid signatures, the candidate may receive
supplemental Nomination Paper to collect additional signatures. A copy of the original papers showing
valid signatures will be provided, and the originals will remain on file with the City Clerk. Supplemental
paper cannot be issued after the filing deadline, so candidates are encouraged to file early if unsure
whether they have enough valid signatures.

The issuance of supplemental Nomination Paper does not extend the filing deadline.
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Name on Ballot & Ballot Designation
Name on Ballot - Candidates for all Offices

The candidate’s name will be printed on the ballot exactly as written on the Declaration of Candidacy.
Candidates must use their full legal name; nicknames may be used but must be listed in quotes; common
shortened versions of first names do not require quotes. The Declaration of Candidacy cannot

be changed after the nomination period has closed.

No title or degree shall appear on the same line on a ballot as a candidate’s name, either before or after
the candidate’s name, in the case of any election to any office. (EC § 13106)

If the candidate changes his or her name within one year of any election, the new name will not appear
on the ballot unless the change was made by marriage or by Decree of Court. (EC § 13104)

Random Alphabet Draw for Ballot Order

The Secretary of State will perform a random alphabet draw on August 13, 2026 to reorder the alphabet
to determine the order in which candidates will appear on the ballot. (EC § 13112)

Ballot Designation - Candidates for all Offices

State law requires all candidates that submit a ballot designation to complete a Ballot Designation
Worksheet and file the worksheet with the City Clerk. If a candidate does not submit a Ballot Designation
Worksheet, they will not have a designation listed under their name on the official ballot. The Ballot
Designation Worksheet is provided by the City Clerk. (EC § 13107.3)

Elections Code Sections Governing Ballot Designations

EC§13107.
(a) With the exception of candidates for Justice of the State Supreme Court or court of appeal,
immediately under the name of each candidate, and not separated from the name by any line, unless the
designation made by the candidate pursuant to Section 8002.5 must be listed immediately below the
name of the candidate pursuant to Section 13105, and in that case immediately under the designation,
may appear at the option of the candidate only one of the following designations:
(1) Words designating the elective city, county, district, state, or federal office which the candidate
holds at the time of filing the nomination documents to which the candidate was elected by vote of
the people.
(2) The word “incumbent” if the candidate is a candidate for the same office which the candidate
holds at the time of filing the Nomination Paper, and was elected to that office by a vote of the people.
A candidate shall not use the word “incumbent” if the candidate was elected to their office in an at
large election and is a candidate in a district-based election.
(3) No more than three words designating either the current principal professions, vocations, or
occupations of the candidate, or the principal professions, vocations, or occupations of the candidate
during the calendar year immediately preceding the filing of nomination documents.
(4) The phrase “appointed incumbent” if the candidate holds an office by virtue of appointment, and
the candidate is a candidate for election to the same office, or, if the candidate is a candidate for
election to the same office or to some other office, the word “appointed” and the title of the office. In
either instance, the candidate may not use the unmodified word “incumbent” or any words
designating the office unmodified by the word “appointed.” However, the phrase “appointed
incumbent” shall not be required of a candidate who seeks reelection to an office which the candidate
holds and to which the candidate was appointed, as a nominated candidate, in lieu of an election,
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pursuant to Sections 5326 and 5328 of the Education Code or Section 7228, 7423, 7673, 10229, or
10515 of this code.
(b) (1) Except as specified in paragraph (2), for candidates for judicial office, immediately under the
name of each candidate, and not separated from the name by any line, only one of the following
designations may appear at the option of the candidate:
(A) Words designating the city, county, district, state, or federal office held by the candidate at
the time of filing the nomination documents.
(B) The word “incumbent” if the candidate is a candidate for the same office that the candidate
holds at the time of filing the Nomination Paper.
(C) No more than three words designating either the current principal professions, vocations, or
occupations of the candidate, or the principal professions, vocations, or occupations of the
candidate during the calendar year immediately preceding the filing of nomination documents.
(2) For a candidate for judicial office who is an active member of the State Bar employed by a city,
county, district, state, or by the United States, the designation shall appear as one of the following:
(A) Words designating the actual job title, as defined by statute, charter, or other governing
instrument.
(B) One of the following ballot designations: “Attorney,” “Attorney at Law,” “Lawyer,” or “Counselor
at Law.” The designations “Attorney” and “Lawyer” may be used in combination with one other
current principal profession, vocation, or occupation of the candidate, or the principal profession,
vocation, or occupation of the candidate during the calendar year immediately preceding the filing
of nomination documents.
(3) A designation made pursuant to subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) or paragraph (2) shall also
contain relevant qualifiers, as follows:
(A) If the candidate is an official or employee of a city, the name of the city shall appear preceded
by the words “City of.”
(B) If the candidate is an official or employee of a county, the name of the county shall appear
preceded by the words “County of.”
(C) If the candidate is an official or employee of a city and county, the name of the city and county
shall appear preceded by the words “City and County.”
(D) If the candidate performs quasi-judicial functions for a governmental agency, the full name of
the agency shall be included.
(c) A candidate for superior court judge who is an active member of the State Bar and practices law as
one of the candidate’s principal professions shall use one of the following ballot designations as the
candidate’s ballot designation: “Attorney,” “Attorney at Law,” “Lawyer,” or “Counselor at Law.” The
designations “Attorney” and “Lawyer” may be used in combination with one other current principal
profession, vocation, or occupation of the candidate, or the principal profession, vocation, or occupation
of the candidate during the calendar year immediately preceding the filing of nomination documents.
(d) For purposes of this section, all California geographical names shall be considered to be one word.
Hyphenated words that appear in any generally available standard reference dictionary, published in
the United States at any time within the 10 calendar years immediately preceding the election for which
the words are counted, including a generally available standard reference dictionary published online,
shall be considered as one word. Each part of all other hyphenated words shall be counted as a
separate word.
(e) The Secretary of State and any other elections official shall not accept a designation of which any
of the following would be true:
(1) It would mislead the voter.
(2) It would suggest an evaluation of a candidate, such as outstanding, leading, expert, virtuous, or
eminent.
(3) It abbreviates the word “retired” or places it following any word or words which it modifies.
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(4) It uses a word or prefix, such as “former” or “ex-,” which means a prior status. The only exception
is the use of the word “retired.”
(5) It uses the name of any political party, whether or not it has qualified for the ballot.
(6) It uses a word or words referring to a racial, religious, or ethnic group.
(7) It refers to any activity prohibited by law.
(f) If, upon checking the nomination documents and the ballot designation worksheet described in
Section 13107.3, the elections official finds the designation to be in violation of any of the restrictions
set forth in this section, the elections official shall notify the candidate by registered or certified mail
return receipt requested, addressed to the mailing address provided on the candidate’s ballot
designation worksheet.
(1) The candidate shall, within three days, excluding Saturday, Sunday, and state holidays, from the
date the candidate receives notice by registered or certified mail, or from the date the candidate
receives actual notice of the violation, whichever occurs first, appear before the elections official or,
in the case of the Secretary of State, notify the Secretary of State by telephone, and provide a
designation that complies with subdivision (a) or (b).
(2) If a candidate fails to provide a designation that complies with subdivision (a) or (b) within the
three-day period specified in paragraph (1), a designation shall not appear after the candidate’s
name.
(g) A designation given by a candidate shall not be changed by the candidate after the final date for
filing nomination documents, except as specifically requested by the elections official as specified in
subdivision (f) or as provided in subdivision (h). The elections official shall maintain a copy of the ballot
designation worksheet for each candidate that appears on the ballot in the county for the same period
of time as applied to nomination documents pursuant to Section 17100.
(h) The designation shall remain the same for all purposes of both primary and general elections, unless
the candidate, at least 98 days before the general election, requests in writing a different designation
which the candidate is entitled to use at the time of the request.
(i) In all cases, the words so used shall be printed in a manner consistent with the space requirements
of Sections 13207 and 13211.
(j) If a foreign language translation of a candidate’s designation is required under the federal Voting
Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. Sec. 10101 et seq.), as amended, to appear on the ballot in addition to the
English language version, it shall be as short as possible, as consistent as is practicable with this section,
and shall employ abbreviations and initials wherever possible in order to avoid undue length.
(Amended by Stats. 2023, Ch. 479, Sec. 9. (AB 1762) Effective January 1, 2024.)

Use of the term “Community Volunteer” as a Ballot Designation
Elections Code § 13107.5

(a) A candidate’s ballot designation as “community volunteer” shall constitute a valid principal
vocation or occupation for purposes of subdivision (a) of Section 13107, if not otherwise in violation of
any of the restrictions set forth in that section, and subject to the following conditions:

(1) A candidate’s community volunteer activities constitute his or her principal profession, vocation,
or occupation.

(2) A candidate is not engaged concurrently in another principal profession, vocation, or occupation.

(3) A candidate may not use the designation of “community volunteer” in combination with any other
principal profession, vocation, or occupation designation.

(b) The Secretary of State shall by regulation define what constitutes a community volunteer for
purposes of this section.

(Added by Stats. 2002, Ch. 364, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2003.)
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Candidate Statement of Qualifications

(Election Code 13307)

Each candidate for elective office may prepare an optional candidate statement at their own expense.
The candidate statement is designed to familiarize voters with a candidate’s qualifications for the office
they are seeking. The candidate statement is incorporated into the Voter Information Guide, and will be
mailed to all registered voters eligible to vote for that particular office. The candidate statement is
printed in English, Spanish, Vietnamese, Tagalog, and Chinese.

Every candidate filing for office must complete a “Candidate Statement of Qualifications Form”
indicating whether or not a candidate statement will be filed.

Deposit for Candidate Statement Cost

If a candidate elects to submit a statement, there shall be a deposit of $410 due at the time of
filing Nomination Paper. Payment may be submitted in the form of cash, credit/debit card, check or
money order payable to the City of Newark.

This deposit covers the estimated cost of translating, printing, publishing, and distributing the candidate
statement in the voter information guide. The final cost depends on the number of candidates
submitting statements and the number of registered voters, so the exact amount will not be
known until after the election. If the final cost is less than the deposit, the candidate shall be refunded
the difference. If the final cost is more than the deposit, the candidate shall be invoiced and required to
pay the remaining balance within 30 days.

Filing of “Candidate Statement” & Restrictions

The Candidate Statement must be filed with the City Clerk at the same time the Nomination Paper is
submitted. To allow for review and ensure compliance with all applicable requirements, candidates
must email their statement in an editable text format to the City Clerk at elections@newarkca.gov
before filing their Nomination Paper. The statement must be typed or computer-generated and may not
exceed 200 words.

Under Elections Code Section 13308, a candidate statement may only include the candidate’s own
background and qualifications. It cannot mention other candidates or comment on their qualifications,
character, or activities. Statements also cannot include political party affiliation or involvement in
partisan political organizations. The City Clerk cannot print or distribute statements that violate these
rules.

If a candidate names any person as an endorser within the text of the 200-word candidate statement,
the candidate must obtain the written consent of the person named on a Consent Form supplied by
the City Clerk. All consent forms must be filed with the candidate statement and have hand-written
signature - no digital signatures are allowed. The hand-written signature may be a copy or scanned
document. Endorsers named within the text of the 200-word candidate statement need not be
residents of the City of Newark.

Time Period
The filing period for the candidate statement is July 13, 2026 - August 7, 2026. The candidate statement
must be filed at the same time the Nomination Paper is filed. Once filed, candidate statements cannot be
changed.
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Withdrawal
Any candidate may withdraw their candidate statement, either in person or by a signed statement of
withdrawal, no later than 4:00 p.m. of the next business day following the close of the nomination period
(Monday, August 10, 2026). (EC § 13307)

Confidentiality
Statements filed pursuant to Section 13307 of the Elections Code shall remain confidential until
expiration of the filing deadline. (EC § 13311)

Public Review
Candidates’ statements are available for public examination in the City Clerk Department, during regular
business hours, throughout the 10-calendar day review period. The review period starts Saturday,
August 8, 2026. During this period any voter of the jurisdiction in which the election is to be held, or the
election official, may seek a writ of mandate or an injunction requiring any or all of the material in the
statement to be amended or deleted. The venue for such a proceeding shall be the county in which the
statement is filed.

Extended Period
If the nomination period is extended because an incumbent does not file, the public examination period
will run from August 8, 2026, through August 12, 2026.

Preparation Of Candidate Statement
Candidates must prepare their statement according to the following guidelines:

e Type your statement carefully - statements are printed exactly as submitted, including errors.
Check for spelling, punctuation, and grammar. Statements cannot be edited after they are filed.

e Use the form provided to you by the City Clerk to create your statement. Both a signed hard copy
and digital version are required.

e Submit the required Consent Forms for each person or organization listed as an endorser in
your 200-word statement. A consent form is also required for each person on the list of
supporters.

¢ Do not use words that are underlined, bolded, italics, Initial Capitalized or ALL CAPITALIZED.

¢ Do not use any unusual spacing, punctuation, indentations, “bullets” or an “outline” format.

e Confine the statement to 200 words or less.

¢ Do not include any information stating party affiliation or membership or activity in partisan
political organizations in the 200-word statement.

¢ Do not make reference to other candidates for that office or to another candidate's qualifications,
character, or activities.

In addition to a hard copy, please provide an electronic version via USB drive or e-mail.
e Electronic version may be in MS Word (*.docx) or plain text (*.txt) format
¢ Send statements via e-mail to elections@newarkca.gov.
¢ For discrepancies between the hard copy and the electronic copy, the hard copy will
prevail.

The “present occupation” listed on the Candidate’s Statement Form is NOT governed by the laws and
regulations pertaining to the ballot designation that appears underneath the candidate’s name on the
ballot. Therefore, “present occupation” may be different than the candidate’s ballot designation.
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Required Translation, Federal Voting Rights Act

In accordance with the Federal Voting Rights Act, all election information provided in English regarding
voter registration, elections, and voting, including information provided in polling places and the voting
booths, must be provided in the Chinese, Spanish, Tagalog, and Vietnamese languages to the extent
needed to allow these voters to participate effectively in the electoral process and all voting related

activities. Visit the Department of Justice’s web site for more information:

https://www.justice.gov/crt/language-minority-citizens (Section 203 of the Voting Rights Act).

Word Count Standards, Elections Code § 9.
(a) Counting of words, for purposes of this code, shall be as follows:

(1) Punctuation is not counted.

(2) Each word shall be counted as one word except as specified in this section.

(3) All proper nouns, including geographical names, shall be considered as one word; for example,
“City and County of San Francisco” shall be counted as one word.

(4) Each abbreviation for a word, phrase, or expression shall be counted as one word.

(5) Hyphenated words that appear in any generally available standard reference dictionary,
published in the United States at any time within the 10 calendar years immediately preceding the
election for which the words are counted, including a generally available standard reference
dictionary published online, shall be considered as one word. Each part of all other hyphenated
words shall be counted as a separate word.

(6) Dates shall be counted as one word.

(7) Any number consisting of a digit or digits shall be considered as one word. Any number which is
spelled, such as “one,” shall be considered as a separate word or words. “One” shall be counted as
one word whereas “one hundred” shall be counted as two words. “100” shall be counted as one word.

(8) Telephone numbers shall be counted as one word.
(9) Internet website addresses shall be counted as one word.

(b) This section does not apply to counting words for ballot designations under Section 13107.

(Amended by Stats. 2023, Ch. 479, Sec. 1. (AB 1762) Effective January 1, 2024.)

Note on Word Limit

If the text exceeds the word limit, the author may edit the text prior to filing the candidate statement in
order to meet the required word limit. If the author does not edit the text, the statement will end (i.e., be

cut off) at the word limit.

Sample Candidate Statement layout

WASHINGTON UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

JANE DOE

Businesswoman

I am running for the governing board of the Washington
Unified School District because | feel | can bring a balance to
the board. | altended local schools, graduating from Washing-
ton High School in 1885. | am married and cumently have two
children aftending school in the district

| own and operate my own business, so | am well aware of
the need to operate within a budget. With proper distribution of
respurces and educational materials | am convinced we can
offer quality education to all students within the district.

| fully understand the value of a quality public education. As
your next school board member, | will work to protect small
class sizes and better leaming environments for our students.
1 will also ensure that we create a safer learning environment
to achieve these goals.

| have been active in the P.T.A., served on the Save Our Youth
committes, and am an active member of the All-Faith Church.
| have served as Boy Scout Den Mether and Girl Scout Leader
for the past 3 years. | also serve as a volunteer at the Commu-
nity R ecycling Center as time allows

If elected to serve as a Governing Board Member, | will build
on this experience and work diligently te maintain financial
stability and fester an educational environment that meets the
intellectual and social-developmental needs of our children.

| am looking forward to serving you on the Washington Unified
School District Governing Board. | respectively ask for your
vote Thank you.

MARY SMITH

Teacher

1 am running for the governing board of the Washington Uni-
fied School District because | feel | can bring a balance to the
board. |attended |ocal schoeols, graduating from Washington
High School in 1985. | am married and currently hawve two
children attending school in the district. | own and operate my
own business, so | am well aware of the need to operate within
a budget. With proper distribution of resources and educational
materials | am convinced we can offer quality education to all
students within the district. | fully understand the value of a
quality public education. As your next school board member,
1 will work to protect small class sizes and betier leaming en-
vironments for our students. | will also ensure that we create
a safer learning environment to achieve these goals. | have
been active in the PTA | served on the Save Our Youth com-
mittee, and am an active member of the All-Faith Church. |
have served as Boy Scout Den Mother and Girl Scout Leader
for the past 3 years. | also serve as a volunteer at the Com-=
munity Recycling Center as time allows. If elected to serve
as a Govermning Board Member, | will buld on this experience
and work diligently to maintain financial stability and foster an
educational environment that meets the intellectual and so-
cial-developmental needs of cur children. | am looking forward
to sendng you on the Washington Unified School District Gow-
erning Board. | respectively ask for your vote

Thank you,
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Campaign Contribution Limit

As per Ordinance No. 565, individuals or groups may contribute up to $800 per election period to a
candidate or the candidate controlled committee. Candidates may use unlimited personal funds for their
own campaigns.

Contributions from affiliated businesses or entities under common control may be combined and
treated as coming from a single contributor. In addition, campaign loans must be documented and
disclosed, and unpaid loans or vendor debts that remain unpaid for more than one year after the election
may be considered campaign contributions.

Candidates may also maintain a committee after the election solely to retire campaign debt, subject to
the same contribution limits. Any contribution that exceeds the allowable limit must be returned within
48 hours after the candidate or committee becomes aware of the excess contribution.

Form 410-Statement of Organization

Form 410 must be filed if a candidate or committee receives $2,000 or more in contributions or loans in
a calendar year. It must be filed within 10 days of opening a campaign bank account in California. All
campaign funds, including personal funds and contributions, must be deposited into the campaign bank
account before being spent.

The original Form 410 must be filed with the Secretary of State, and a copy must be filed with the City
Clerk. A $50 annual filing fee is required. Any updates to the form must also be filed with both offices.

Under Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) Regulation 18402, a candidate-controlled committee
name must include the candidate’s last name, the office sought, and the election year.

Campaign Bank Account

Campaign contributions may not be commingled with personal funds and must be deposited into, and
expended from, the campaign bank account. To open the Committee account, some banks may require
a committee to obtain a Tax ID Number before opening an account. Please contact the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) for further details. You may apply for an ID Number using IRS Form SS-4; or, you may apply

online at www.irs.gov.

Please note: the Committee ID Number issued to you by the Secretary of State is separate from the Tax
ID Number you may obtain from the IRS. The two numbers are not interchangeable.

Candidate & Treasurer Workshops

The state FPPC offers workshops in their Sacramento office and online through webinars and videos.
For more information, visit http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/training-and-outreach.html.

Campaign Prohibitions from Foreign Sources

Government Code Section 85320 prohibits contributions from a foreign government or a foreign
national. A foreign national is defined as someone who is not a US Citizen or a lawful permanent resident
(“green card holder”).
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Code of Fair Campaign Practices (Optional)

(Election Code 20400, 20420, 20440-20444)

By signing the Code of Fair Campaign Practices, a candidate agrees to conduct their campaign with
decency, honesty, and fairness. Participation is optional. Completed forms must be filed with the
elections official and will be available for public inspection until 30 days after the election.

This form confirms that the candidate understands that all Nomination Documents are public records
subject to the California Public Records Act and California Elections Law. The form also allows
candidates to indicate their preference regarding the posting of their personal address and contact
information on the City’s website.

Confidentiality Voter OPT-OUT Form (AB 1392)

New state law has enacted a confidential voter status for elected officials and candidates in California.
Candidates and incumbent elected officials will be automatically placed under confidential voter status
by the Registrar of Voters. There are certain restrictions for voting procedures and petition signing
related to confidential voter status. To retain standard voting and petition status as a voter, the
candidate or official may opt out of the confidential status using the form provided in the nomination
packet. The candidate or official may opt in or opt out of the program at any time.

Confidential voters receive vote-by-mail ballots at the mailing address they provide, and the use of a
nonresidential mailing address is recommended. If they choose to vote in person, they must cast a
provisional ballot because their voter record will not appear in standard vote center rosters.

The confidential voter program is administered by the Alameda County Registrar of Voters. If you have
questions about the program, please contact the County at (510) 272-6973 or registration@acgov.org.

Form 700 - Statement of Economic Interests (Required)

Candidates are required by state law to file a Form 700 - Statement of Economic Interests disclosing
their investments and interests in real property. The Form 700 must be completed and filed by the
final date for filing Nomination Paper (August 7 or August 12 respective of the close of the
nominating period). The reporting period includes the twelve months prior to the date of filing the
Nomination Paper. This filing is separate from any other Form 700 that may have been filed by the
candidate (e.g. annual statements in April).

Special Note: Candidates for the office of City Council are required by state law to file the Form 700
using the State Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) online filing portal - HARD COPY FORMS
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. Candidates for these offices will receive filing access credentials directly
from the FPPC.

The FPPC also provides advice regarding the form that can be obtained by telephone at 1-866-275-3772
or 1-916-322-5660 or email at advice@fppc.ca.gov.
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Summary of Campaign Finance Disclosure Requirements
Campaign Finance Disclosure (Government Code 85201)

The information and suggestions regarding campaign forms are provided for general guidance only.
Candidates should review the requirements established by the California Fair Political Practices
Commission and comply with all filing deadlines, as penalties may apply for late campaign statements.
Additional information is available on the FPPC website at www.fppc.ca.gov. Candidates are encouraged
to contact the FPPC with any questions. The FPPC Advice Line is 1-866-275-3772.

Candidate must refer to the detailed instructions in Disclosure Manual 2 for all required Campaign
forms. https://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-disclosure-manuals/

Filing Schedule - Candidates and their Controlled Committees for Local Office (November 3, 2026)

Link to all FPPC Forms - https://www.fppc.ca.gov/forms/

FORM 501 - Candidate Intention Statement

Before soliciting or receiving any contributions or making expenditures from personal funds, a
candidate must file Form 501 with the City Clerk who will receive the candidate’s original campaign
statements. A new Form 501 must be filed for each election, even if the candidate is running for
reelection to the same office. Original Form 501 is considered filed on the date it is postmarked or hand-
delivered to the City Clerk’s office.

FORM 460 - Recipient Committee Campaign Statement

Candidates for office who receive contributions or have expenditures in excess of $2,000 must file pre-
election and semi-annual campaign statements during the year in which their election is being held.
Please refer to the Filing Schedule for deadlines.

FORM 470 - Officeholder/Candidate Campaign Statement - Short Form

Candidates for office who expect to receive or spend less than $2,000 during the election and who do
not have a controlled committee may file a Form 470 with their Declaration of Candidacy (or no later
than the filing deadline for the first pre-election campaign statement). The original form must be filed
with the City Clerk.

FORM 470 - Supplemental

Supplemental Form 470 is required when a candidate or officeholder who filed Form 470 later receives
or spends $2,000 or more in a calendar year. Once filed, the candidate must also file Form 410 and Form
460. Personal funds used for the candidate’s statement with Nomination Paper do not count toward the
$2,000 threshold. The original form must be filed with the City Clerk.
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Use of City Symbols Prohibited

The City seal and logo may not be used in campaign materials per California Government Code Section
34501.5.

Political Signs - Temporary Political Signs

The placement of political signs is subject to local regulation. In the City’s sign regulations and
restrictions are covered under Newark Municipal Code Chapter 17.25 Sign Standards. Candidates and
committees may not place campaign signs of any kind on wooden telephone poles, metal poles, wire,
public sidewalks, crosswalks, median strips, curbs, hydrants, trees, or any public right-of-way or traffic
control fixture of the City.

Campaign signs are considered Temporary Signs under the Newark Municipal Code and are subject to
those regulations as to number, size, and location as identified in Newark Municipal Code section
17.25.090.

Throughout this election period, please have your campaign workers confirm that all signs are posted
legally. We also ask that you respect the wishes of property owners when displaying and distributing
campaign information. Please be advised that the City will remove all signs that do not conform to the
City’s sign regulations and will deliver them to the City Clerk’s office. The City Clerk will notify the
candidate and will dispose of the signs if not retrieved within fourteen days of the notification.

Regardless of the outcome of the election, you must take down any campaign signs that are still
standing within fourteen days of Election Day.

Mass Mailing

Government Code section 82041.3 defines a mass mailing as over two hundred substantially similar
pieces of mail but does not include a form letter or other mail which is sent in response to an unsolicited
request, letter or other inquiry.

Government Code section 84305 further states that candidates are prohibited from sending mass
mailings without disclosing certain information, in a certain format.

Candidates are strongly encouraged to consult the full text to ensure compliance with state law. For
more information regarding campaign advertising requirements and restrictions, please visit the FPPC’s
website - FPPC Campaign Manual 2, Chapter 8, Advertisement Disclosures.
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Helpful Election Links

Alameda County Registrar of Voters

https://acvote.alamedacountyca.gov/index

Provides information on voter registration, polling locations, vote-by-mail options, and election results
within Alameda County.

Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC)

https://www.fppc.ca.gov/

Offers resources on the Political Reform Act, including campaign forms, Statements of Economic
Interests, filing deadlines, and training workshops.

California Secretary of State

https://www.sos.ca.gov/

Provides information on state candidates and measures, voter registration, election calendars, and
statewide election results.

California Elections Code
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codesTOCSelected.xhtml?tocCode=ELEC

Contains the full text of California laws governing elections, outlining legal obligations and rights
related to the electoral process.

Easy Voter Guide
http://www.easyvoter.org/

Vote By Mail Drop Boxes Map
https://alamedacountyca.gov/rovapps/maps/ballotdropbox map.htm

Track my ballot
https://california.ballottrax.net/voter/

Become a Poll Worker
https://www.acgov.org/rovform app/ewapply or call (510) 272-6971.

Candidate Handbook 2026 29 |Page


https://acvote.alamedacountyca.gov/index
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codesTOCSelected.xhtml?tocCode=ELEC
http://www.easyvoter.org/
https://alamedacountyca.gov/rovapps/maps/ballotdropbox_map.htm
https://california.ballottrax.net/voter/
https://www.acgov.org/rovform_app/ewapply

Frequently Asked Questions

. Who can run for office?

A candidate for City Council shall be at least 18 years of age, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident and registered voter in the City of Newark at the time of issuing Nomination Paper.

. Are there any employment restrictions for elected officials

Government Code Section 53227(a) prohibits an employee of a local agency (such as a city, county,
or district) from being sworn into office as an elected or appointed member of that same agency's
legislative body without first resigning from their employment.

. Is holding two offices allowed?

California Government Code §1099 prohibits a public officer from holding two incompatible public
offices at the same time. Offices are considered incompatible if:

e One office supervises, audits, or has removal power over the other;
e There is a significant clash of duties or loyalties between the offices; or
e Public policy considerations make holding both offices improper.

If a person accepts a second incompatible office, the first office is automatically forfeited.

For additional information regarding incompatibility of offices or conflict-of-interest laws, contact
the Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) at www.fppc.ca.gov or (866) 275-3772.

. How is the order of names on the ballot determined?

A randomized alphabet drawing is the basis for determining the order of candidates on the ballot.
Each candidate will be placed on the ballot in the order that each of the letters of their last name was
drawn. For example, the placement of candidates with the last name of Miller and Ramos will depend
on the order in which the letters M and R were drawn.

The Secretary of State conducts a drawing of the letters six days after the end of the filing period. For
the November 3, 2026 election, the drawing will be conducted on August 13, 2026. (Election Code
13112)

. How can I access official election results?

Beginning the day after the election, a complete audit of all received ballots is performed. Any
uncounted Vote by Mail ballots are processed and counted. Additionally, provisional ballots are
processed and counted and votes casted for qualified write-in candidates are counted. Election Code
requires the election to be certified by 30 days following the election.

. How to Vote

Every registered voter will receive a Vote by Mail ballot in the mail. The Alameda County Registrar
of Voters generally begins mailing the Vote by Mail packets 29 days before the election. Sign up
at acvote.ballottrax.net to receive automatic email or text notifications about your ballot.
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