
 
  1 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

page intentionally left blank



 
  1 

Utility Box Art Program 
The goals of the Utility Box Art Program are to enhance the beauty and vibrancy of Newark, 
deter unsightly graffiti on utility boxes, and bring art to unexpected places. The art should 
refresh the area, transform the street and reflect the neighborhood or area where the utility 
box is located.  One way to accomplish this is by using vibrant colors and unique and eye-
catching designs that invoke thought or cover Newark's historical accomplishments.  

Depending on the box location, the art should be visible from a distance; therefore, you 
may choose to utilize bold colors and designs.  

The Utility Box Art Program is open to adult artists and student artists working under the 
supervision of a teacher or professional artist who reside in Newark or the surrounding 
communities. All submitted artwork must be original and created by the applying artist. The 
use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) to generate or create submitted artwork is prohibited. The 
City reserves the right to reject any submission that does not comply with this requirement. 

Artists are responsible for preparing, painting and sealing the utility boxes. The City will 
provide the materials to clean, prime and seal the utility box. Artists are responsible for 
providing all paint and supplies required to complete their artwork. Paint must be 
premium-quality, 100% acrylic latex exterior paint with a low-sheen, eggshell, or satin 
finish and a minimum dry film thickness of 1.5 mils per coat. 

Recommended Paint Products 

• Nova Color   
• Sherwin-Williams® Accolade Exterior Acrylic Latex (Satin)  
• Pratt & Lambert® Accolade Exterior Acrylic Latex (Eggshell)  
• Benjamin Moore® Aura Exterior Acrylic Latex #634 (Low Luster)  
• Frazee® #126 Mirror Glide Low Sheen Acrylic Latex 

 

Artist Stipend 
(If you are selected for the Utility Box Art Project) 
 
All selected artists must execute a City of Newark Artist Agreement and Liability Release 
prior to beginning work. The project schedule, including the required completion deadline, 
will be established at the time the Artist Agreement is executed. Artists are responsible for 
completing their artwork by the established deadline. 

Selected artists will receive a total stipend of $1,000 per utility box. An initial payment of 
$300 will be issued upon execution of the Artist Agreement and assignment of a utility box. 
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The remaining $700 will be issued upon completion of the artwork and final approval by 
City staff. 

Artists may not begin work on an assigned utility box until all required agreements and 
releases have been completed and submitted to the City. For artists under the age of 18, a 
parent or legal guardian must sign all required forms. 

Artists must notify City staff when their artwork is complete. Following review and approval 
to ensure the artwork has been completed in accordance with the approved proposal and 
program requirements, final payment will be processed. Please allow approximately two to 
three weeks for payment processing. 

Utility Box Description & Artwork Location 
The City of Newark's utility boxes vary in size and location. The boxes are currently gray, 
brown, or green and will require several sequential paint applications to complete the 
project (1; sand 2; prime 3; paint with acrylics 4; finishing with anti-graffiti clear coat). The 
boxes are located throughout Newark, including major thoroughfares that are visible to 
pedestrians, automobiles, and other passing traffic.  

Artists may indicate a preference for a specific utility box location or indicate no preference 
on the Artist Proposal Coversheet. While artist preferences will be considered, the City 
reserves the right to assign utility boxes based on its discretion.  

The Utility Box Art Program prioritizes locations near Newark Unified School District (NUSD) 
campuses, public parks, major entry points into the city, and other areas throughout 
Newark. For Phase 1 of the program, the following utility boxes have been identified: 

1. Cedar Blvd/Chapman Drive (2) 
2. Cedar Blvd/Lake Blvd (3) 
3. Cedar Blvd/ S. Magazine Drive (Pkwy (15) 
4. Cedar Blvd/Balentine Drive (16) 
5. Cherry Street/ Mowry Avenue (25) 
6. Newark Blvd/ Lafayette Avenue (32) 
7. Newark Blvd/ Thornton Avenue (34) 
8. Newark Blvd/ Central Avenue (36) 
9. Central Avenue / Birch Street (37) 
10. Thornton Avenue /Spruce Street (40) 

 
See Exhibit B for Utility Box Map and Exhibit C for Utility Box locations. Please note the 
highlighted utility box numbers on the map are associated with the numbers in the () above. 
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Design Theme & Specifications 
The Public Art Committee (PAC) has selected “Diverse Cultural Fabric of Newark” as the 
guiding theme for Phase 1 of the Utility Box Art Program. Artists are encouraged to interpret 
the theme creatively while developing designs that reflect the goals of the program and 
contribute to Newark's identity, character, and sense of community. 

• Artwork must be suitable for all ages and in keeping with community values 
• Artwork must be an original design and the artwork of the applicant 
• Artwork must be painted in fade-resistant acrylic paint 
• Artwork cannot restrict any vents or airflow through the boxes and or any locks or 

handles 
• City staff must be able to access the components inside the box at all times 
• Artwork may include the artist's signature, no larger than 5" x 7" at the bottom of the 

box 

Selection Process 

Staff will review applications for completeness. The Public Art Committee (PAC) will review 
all eligible submissions and select artists and artwork proposals for participation in the 
Utility Box Art Program. Selected artists will be notified of their selection, assigned to a City 
utility box, and provided with a project timeline and next steps for implementation. 

Process: 
Artists are responsible for prepping the utility box, implementing their design, and sealing 
with a clear anti-graffiti coating. The City will provide supplies for the artist to prep and seal 
the utility boxes. Artists are responsible for purchasing their own painting supplies.  

Artists are expected to clean and primer the utility box, paint the entire utility box including 
the side boxes and pipes, and seal the utility box when the painting is complete. Artists may 
not paint over key holes, meters, or numbers.  

Artists may enlist painting assistants. All painting assistants must sign a liability waiver and 
release. Underage painting assistants must have a parent sign the liability waiver and 
release.  

Student artists must be supervised by a professional artist, who is ultimately responsible 
for the artwork of the student. Student artists must provide their professional artist’s 
qualifications with their application. Student artists and their teacher/professional artist 
will be required to meet with Staff prior to starting the project, to ensure they understand 
the City’s expectations.  
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Upon completion of the utility box, Staff will meet with the artist at the site to 
inspect/approve the artwork and take a publicity photo of the artist with their completed 
utility box. 

Proposal Specifications 
The proposal must be submitted as a digital file by email. Provide one digital copy (PDF). A 
complete proposal will include the elements listed below: 

1. Completed Artist Proposal Coversheet: Use the form provided.  
 

2. Artist Qualifications: Provide a biography or professional resume for each 
participating artist. Student artists must submit their own biography or resume, as 
well as that of their supervising teacher or professional artist. In addition, applicants 
must provide a minimum of three examples of previous artwork, accompanied by a 
brief description of each piece. 
 

3. Design Rendering: The provided template must be used for color renderings of your 
proposed design for the box (Exhibit A), showing all four sides and the top of the 
utility box. Artists may submit up to three separate designs. However, each 
proposed design must have its own separate color renderings page. Additionally, 
due to electronic components inside of the utility boxes, it is recommended that 
artists be mindful of their color choices to reduce heat absorption.  

 

4. Artist Statement: Provide a brief statement (500 words or less) about your 
proposed artwork. This could include your source of inspiration, the significance of 
the image(s), or a comment on the style or technique you have proposed. Each 
proposed design must have its own artist statement.  
 

COSTS INCURRED IN RESPONDING TO THE PROPOSAL: 
The City of Newark shall not be liable for any costs incurred by the artist(s) in responding to 
this request for a design proposal. 
 
SUBMIT YOUR PROPOSAL PACKET AND COVERSHEET TO: 
 
Staff:   Jessennia Taimani, Recreation & Community Services Supervisor  

City of Newark, Recreation & Community Services Department 
Email:  jessennia.taimani@newarkca.gov
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Newark Utility Box Art Project 
Artist Proposal Coversheet 
Submissions will not be accepted after August 31, 2026 

 
Artist Classification 
 
□ Professional Artist(s) □ Student Artist(s), working under the supervision of Art Professional 
 
Utility Box Location Preference 
 
Please indicate the utility box location(s) for which you are submitting a proposal. 
 
□ Location 1 □ Location 2 □ Location 3 □ Location 4 □ Location 5 □ Location 6  
 
□ Location 7 □ Location 8 □ Location 9 □ Location 10 □ No Preference 
 
Artist Information  
 
Artist Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Co-Artist, if applicable: ___________________________________________________________ 

Organization/Studio Name (if applicable): __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________ State: ______________ Zip: _________________ 

Phone: ________________________________Email: ___________________________________ 

Social Media: __________________________Website: _________________________________ 

Supervising Art Professional  
(Required for Student Artist Submissions Only) 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization/Studio Name (if applicable): __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________ State: ______________ Zip: _________________ 
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Phone: ________________________________Email: ___________________________________ 

Social media: __________________________Website: _________________________________ 

 
Artist Certification 

By signing below, I certify that the information provided in this application is true and 
accurate. I understand that submission of this proposal does not guarantee selection and 
that selected artists will be required to enter into an Artist Agreement with the City of 
Newark. 

Artist Signature: __________________________________________Date: _____________________ 

Co-Artist Signature: _______________________________________Date: _____________________ 
(if applicable) 
 
Supervising Art Professional Signature: _____________________Date: _____________________ 
(if applicable) 
 

 

City Use Only 

Date Received: ____________________________    Application Complete: ☐ Yes ☐ No 

Reviewed By: _________________________Assigned Utility Box: ___________________________ 
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Exhibit C 
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City of Newark Utility Box Art Program 
7401 Enterprise Drive, Newark, CA 94560 

 


