
ORDINANCE NO. :XXXX 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF NEWARK REPEALING AND 

REPLACING CHAPTER 5.04, BUSINESS LICENSES, OF THE NEW ARK 

MUNICIPAL CODE 

WHEREAS, in 1970, the City Council of the City ofNewark approved the imposition of 
a business license tax, codified as Chapter 5.04 of the Newark Municipal Code (the "Business 
License Tax"), which provided for the imposition and collection of a general tax on the privilege 
of transacting and carrying on business in the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City is facing a budget deficit that could directly impact essential 
services that local residents rely upon; and 

WHEREAS, to protect essential services, including repairing potholes and repairing city 
streets and sidewalks, reducing blight and keeping neighborhoods safe and clean, maintaining 
rapid 9-1-1 emergency medical response and fire protection, and maintaining neighborhood 
police patrols, park, and recreation programs, the City is seeking to enhance locally controlled 
funding that cannot be taken away by the State; and 

WHEREAS, the City requires all businesses operating in Newark to obtain a business 
license and pay an associated annual tax to help support the roads, infrastructure, and services 
used by local businesses; and 

WHEREAS, the City's current Business License Tax structure has not been updated in 
over 50 years and the local economy, industries, and workforce have changed significantly in 
that time; and 

WHEREAS, to ensure that large businesses contribute to the services, roads and 
infrastructure in the City and to protect small businesses from increased costs, the City is 
proposing to modernize and simplify the current Business License Tax; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed changes to the Business License Tax are designed to attract, 
retain, and encourage business growth and job creation in Newark, simplify oversight and 
compliance, and generate approximately $6.6 million in annual funding for local services and 
infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed changes to the Business License Tax would not impact 
Newark residents who do not own or operate a business in Newark; and 

WHEREAS, locally controlled funding from the Business License Tax could be used to 
protect essential services, including repairing potholes and repairing city streets and sidewalks, 
reducing blight and keeping neighborhoods safe and clean, maintaining rapid 9-1-1 emergency 
medical response and fire protection, and maintaining neighborhood police patrols, park, and 
recreation programs; and 






























